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IDCR 151  Spring 2008 
MESSIAH COLLEGE  
CREATED AND CALLED FOR COMMUNITY
COURSE SYLLABUS

Instructor:




Class Meeting Times: 
Office: 





Phone Ext.
Office Hours: 




E-Mail:
I.
Course Overview
Catalog Description:  The central question to be considered is: “What is my vocation as a faithful steward of God’s creation?”  Through examining literary, historical, artistic, philosophical, and theological works, the student will engage in the biblical themes of forgiveness, compassion, nonviolence, peacemaking, justice, and racial and gender reconciliation through the lens of the College’s unique religious identity and foundational values, with a particular focus on the importance of community.
II.
College-wide General Education Objectives


1.
To develop those abilities essential to liberal education.


2.
To gain knowledge common to liberal education.


3.
To become biblically literate and theologically reflective.


4.
To attain specialized knowledge and abilities in at least one area of study.


5.
To develop an understanding of one’s identity and Christian vocation.

6.
To develop the intellect and character necessary to express Christian commitments in responsible decisions and actions.  

7.
To become servants, leaders, and reconcilers in the world.  

III.
Required Texts

Created and Called for Community: Core Reading Packet. Grantham, PA: Messiah College Press, 2007. Available in the Textbook Express.
Jacobsen, Douglas and Rodney J. Sawatsky.  Gracious Christianity: Living the Love We Profess. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2006.  Additional resources available online at http://www.graciouschristianity.org
Nouwen, Henri J. M.  In the Name of Jesus: Reflections on Christian Leadership.  New York: Crossroad, 1989/2002.

Sittser, Gerald L. The Will of God as a Way of Life: Finding and Following the Will of God. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 2000.

Tutu, Desmond.  God Has a Dream: A Vision of Hope for Our Time. New York: Doubleday, 2004.

Bender, Harold S.  The Anabaptist Vision. Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 1944. (The second half only, starting with “Having defined genuine Anabaptism…”) Text online at


http://www.mcusa-archives.org/library/anabaptistvision

King, Martin Luther.  Letter from Birmingham Jail.  Text online at http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/frequentdocs/birmingham.pdf
 Pope John Paul II, “Elements for a Spirituality of Work,” Encyclical—On Human Work, (Laborem Exercens. Section V, parts 24-27) Text online at


http://www.vatican.va/edocs/ENG0217/_INDEX.HTM 

Bible: The schedule lists required biblical texts. 

IV.
Course Purpose and Objectives
The Created and Called for Community course (the “Core”) applies the intellectual skills learned in First Year Seminar to content directly related to Messiah College’s mission, identity, and foundational values.  Created in the divine image, students are God’s agents for service, leadership, and reconciliation in the broader community.  The course is designed to “nurture the moral imagination”
 by asking questions of life and learning, those questions which students must engage in order to participate fully in their academic pursuits, service, and Christian vocation.

All sections of Created and Called for Community share common objectives.  As a result of completing the course, students will:  

1.
Understand the mission, identity, and foundational values of Messiah College;
2.
Explore the biblical and theological implications of the Old Testament emphasis on being created in the image of God and the New Testament emphasis on becoming a new creation;
3.
Examine the defining characteristics of different kinds of communities, including those that are faith-based, academic, national, international, ethnic, interethnic, and professional;
4.
Develop a working definition of Christian vocation as it relates to reconciliation, service, and leadership.

V.
Course Expectations
1.
Assignments

a. Unit Exams: An exam will be given at the end of each unit in this course—creation, community, and vocation respectively.  Each exam will be worth 20% of the total course grade, for a combined total of 60% of your course grade.  Creation Unit Exam: February 29; Community Unit Exam: April 7; Vocation Unit Exam: Final Exam period.
b. Commonplace Book/Class Participation: The Commonplace Book is an academic journal—literary, reflective, and analytical—that encourages students to imagine connections, examine contrasts, and consider implications of course texts.  The Commonplace Book will also prepare you for class participation and unit exams.  You will be asked to analyze and reflect upon each assigned course reading in advance of each class session.  In addition, periodically you may receive assigned questions to consider in the context of your Commonplace Book. Books will be collected at various points throughout the semester.  Grading of the journal will be based on the quality of your engagement with course material, comprehensiveness of readings covered, and attention to assigned 
questions.  The Commonplace Book will not be graded on spelling, grammar, or mechanics.  However, the Commonplace Book must be readable.  You will need to purchase a bound book (e.g., bound journal, spiral notebook) or create an electronic data file to use as your book for the term.  You will need to bring your Commonplace book to class each day, as it will serve as a basis for class dialogue.  The Commonplace Book is worth 10% of your course grade.


c. Creation Project:  Students will interact with the assigned texts by producing a project that demonstrates their understanding of a theme of creation, creativity, or stewardship.  The assignment may take the form of visual art, music, drama, or creative writing.  The finished work must include an artist’s statement explaining the connection between the created work and course materials.  The Creation Project will be displayed at the Imago Day celebration on Monday Feb. 25 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in Hess, Naugle, or Witmer Residence Hall. Further instructions will be forthcoming on Imago Day celebration. The Creation Project is worth 10% of the course grade. 
d. Persuasive Essay:  Students will compose a persuasive essay as part of the community unit.  Each student will develop a thesis and support that thesis using two or more readings from the unit in addition to two external academic sources.  Central questions to consider might be:  How do cultural expectations of family, ethnic groups, and religious communities influence an individual’s life?  What is the status of community in American society?  What is the status of community in college?  This essay must be 4-5 pages or 1200 words. This essay is worth 10% of the course grade. Due April 3.
e. Faith Journey Narrative:  This essay is a culminating project enabling students to integrate themes of creation, community, and Christian vocation in application to their own lives.  The essay should directly reference no less than six course texts from across the units.  Each reference should meaningfully articulate the author’s ideas and how you appropriate these ideas to your life.  Essentially, you are to reflect on your own life using the lenses of creation, community, and Christian Vocation.  In order to address this question within the parameters, you should identify one key area in which to analyze your life with these lenses.  For example, you might consider your experience and conviction toward service, your vision for your life’s vocation, or your ideas about the purpose of education.  Pick a topic that is intellectually and personally intriguing to you.  This assignment can take the form of a traditional academic essay or a creative piece of writing.   Examples might include: (1) Develop a script based on interviews with influential family or home community members, (2)  Develop a metaphor of their faith journey, and compose an essay that describes how the “metaphor” is a representation of your life in creation, community, and vocation, (3)  Compose a monologue for a fictional character that is inspired by your life’s context, (4) Use your life to draft a lecture that you, as a sophomore, might deliver to the first year class. The Faith Journey Narrative should be 4-5 pages or about 1200 words.  This essay is worth 10% of the course grade. Due May 6.
f.
Attendance and Participation: This course is a seminar, so active participation is an essential aspect of the learning experience.  Much of our class time will be devoted to discussion.  Faithful attendance is essential.  You are expected to arrive on time and be prepared to contribute to class discussion and activities by reading the assigned materials.  All absences are considered unexcused unless you document a reason for your absence: illness, family emergency, intercollegiate athletics contest, academic or arts competition, or class field trip.  
2.
Grading

a.
Criteria:  The purpose of all course assignments is to enhance your engagement with key ideas and to fulfill the learning objectives of this course.  All course papers, exams, and projects will be graded on creativity, coherence, and organization/presentation.  All assignments, with the exception of the Commonplace Book, will be graded on mechanics (grammar, spelling, citations, etc.).  

b.
Formatting:  All papers must be typewritten; papers should be double-spaced using a 12-point font with one-inch margins on every side.  

c.
Reference Guidelines:  Your assignments should conform to citation guidelines of the American Psychological Association (APA), the Modern Language Association (MLA), or Turabian.
d.
Late Assignments:  If you cannot complete an assignment on time, please contact me in advance.  If you do not complete an assignment on time and do not contact me, you will receive a zero for the assignment.  Except in unique circumstances, all late assignments will receive an appropriate point deduction. 

e.
Grade Calculations:  Assignments will carry the following weights in determining your final course grade:



Unit Exams (20% each)


60%




Commonplace Book/Class Participation
10%




Creation Project



10%




Faith Journey Narrative


10%



Persuasive Essay


10%




Total




100%
f.
Grading Scale:  Final grades will be determined using the following scale.
93-100 

A

77-79.9

C+




90-92.9

A-

73-76.9

C




87-89.9

B+

70-72.9

C-




83-86.9

B

67-69.9

D+




80-82.9

B-

60-66.9

D





Below 60
F

g.
Final Grade: Your final grade will be reduced if class participation and/or attendance do not meet expectations or will be enhanced if participation is exceptional.
VI.
Course Competencies and Expectations
1.
Inclusive Language:  Please use inclusive language when speaking about or addressing human beings in written and oral communication.  The process of changing from habitual language patterns to hospitable ones is not easy.  It is expected that a spirit of grace will be present in the classroom as we help one another move toward hospitable language patterns (see website).
2.
Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is a central value of Messiah College. Essentially, academic integrity reflects one’s personal integrity as it relates to ideas and information.  Giving the impression that you have written or thought something that you have actually borrowed from another violates the precepts of academic integrity and thus our expectations of students (see www.messiah.edu/advisinghandbook/academic/integrity.shtml).

VII.
Miscellaneous
1. 
Messiah College welcomes students with disabilities.  Any student whose disability falls within guidelines provided by the American with Disabilities Act should inform me at the beginning of the semester, noting any special accommodations/equipment necessary to complete the requirements for this course.  Students with disabilities must register with the Office of Disability Services located in Hoffman Hall.  If you have questions, please call extension 5358.  

2.
I look forward to getting to know you and to partnering with you toward a fulfilling experience this term. If questions arise or you would like to discuss anything with me outside of the class setting, please come to my office during office hours or contact me to arrange an appointment. 
3. Throughout the course, I will invite your feedback and ideas in order to document areas of improvement and strength.  I encourage you to share your feedback on the course and its content at any point during the course.  Your ideas and input are valuable to me as your instructor and to the college as we pursue excellence in education.
VIII.

Course Schedule
Unit One: Creation

Descriptive Statement:  An exploration of the image of God and what it means to be fashioned in the Creator’s image.  Students consider how to express God’s creative impulse and how to be faithful stewards of creation.
Summary of Unit:  Love motivated God to create humanity and the world.  God created persons equally in God’s image. God commissioned humanity to be caretakers of creation.  Sin harms God’s original design for humanity and nature. Just as God expressed creativity in making humanity and the world, God has entrusted humanity with the gift of creativity.  
Creation Unit Objectives:  At the completion of this unit, the student will be able to:

1.
Define the image of God;
2.
Identify theological implications of being created in the image of God;
3.
Consider how being created in God’s image implies the dignity of all of humanity;
4.
Illustrate the meaning of being called to be stewards of creation;
5.
Consider how to balance economic and technological progress with preserving God’s creation;

6.
Recognize the biblical directive to become and to form a new creation; and

7.
Explore how God’s creative impulse is uniquely expressed in his/her own life.


Embedded within these unit objectives are several ethical questions:

1.
How does being created in the image of God imply dignity and divinity?


2.
What are the meanings of being called to be stewards of creation?


3. 
How do humans balance God-given gifts of discovery and knowledge with the preservation of God’s creation?

Sub-Unit A: Theologies of Creation and Humanity
Tuesday, February 5 – 
· Theologies of Creation
· Course orientation 

· Review of Messiah College Mission and Identity

· Read: Genesis 1:1-2:25; Psalm 104.  
Wednesday, February 6 –“Created and Called for Cookies”. Meet Core faculty in first year residence halls from 7:00-9:00 PM. 
Thursday, February 7 – 
· Theologies of Creation   
· Read: Bruce Birch, “In the Image of God.” CP
· In-Class Listening: James Weldon Johnson, “Creation,” in God’s Trombones.
Monday, February 11 – Creation Unit Convocation: Prof. Valerie Smith will speak on “Creative Tension: How Art Can Impact Spiritual Formation” at Grantham Church, 7:00 PM.
Tuesday, February 12 – 
· Theologies of Creation  
· Read: Jacobsen and Sawatsky, “Preface” and “God and Creation.”
· Creation and Humanity   


· Read: Jacobsen and Sawatsky, “Humankind.”

Sub-Unit B: Stewardship of Creation
Thursday, February 14 – 
· Stewardship of Creation      
· Genesis 1:26; Psalm 8
· Read:
Fred Van Dyke, Mahan, Sheldon, & Brand, “Ruling and Subduing” and “God’s World Today.” CP 
· In-class video: “Between Heaven and Earth: The Plight of the Chesapeake Bay Watermen” (time permitting – if not enough time, show video on Tuesday, February 19)
Tuesday, February 19 – 
· Stewardship of Creation   
· Read: Wendell Berry, “God and Country.” CP



Sub-Unit C: Stewardship Of Culture & Called To Creativity 

· Stewardship of Culture   
· Exodus 31:1-5;
· Read: Gregory Wolfe, “Art, Faith, and the Stewardship of Culture.” CP

Thursday, February 21 – 
· Creativity   
· Acts 17:22-34
· Read: Madeleine L’Engle, “Story As Creative Act.” CP 
· Read: J.R.R.Tolkien, “Leaf by Niggle.” CP
Monday, February 25  7:00-9:00 p.m.  Imago Day- sharing of creation projects in Hess, Naugle, Witmer Residence Halls. Information will be forthcoming.

Tuesday, February 26 – DUE -- Creation Projects
· Creativity and New Creation   
· Read: Alice Walker, “In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens.” CP
Thursday, February 28 - Exam: Creation Unit
Unit Two: Community
Descriptive Statement: An exploration of community, the factors that strengthen and weaken it, and the challenges of community-building in a variety of settings—church, in a college or university, in the nation, and the world.
Summary of Unit:  We live within various communities – families, friendship groups, churches, campuses, the nation, and the world.  Communities are inescapable, yet they place demands on us. This unit considers the nature of community life within the church, the college campus, the nation, and the world.  Along the way, we will see both positive examples of community and examples of shortcomings—including segregation, racism, isolationism, and violence.
Community Unit Objectives:  At the completion of this unit the student will be able to:

1.
Identify the defining characteristics of different kinds of communities, including those that are faith-based, academic, national, international, and professional;

2.
Explore the dynamics of community, including how communities honor both differences and our common humanity;
3.
Explore and identify factors that contribute to and undermine community;

4.
Describe his or her role as an individual member of communities;

5.
Describe how authentic community can be created in contemporary society – locally, nationally, and internationally;

6.
Describe how to respond when conflict occurs between the expectations of various communal authorities (family, church, state, etc.) and the desire to pursue individual aspirations;

Embedded within these unit objectives are several ethical questions:


1.
How can true community be created in contemporary society – locally, nationally, and 



internationally?


2.
How can we honor both our differences and our common human identity?


3.
What should we do when we feel a conflict between the expectations of various authorities in 



our lives (family, church, etc.) and our desire to explore our own individual dreams?

Sub-Unit A: The Church As A Community Of Faith & Compassion
Tuesday, March 4 – 
· Theology of Community 
· Exodus 19-20; Acts 2:37-47; 4:32-37
· Read: John Stanley, “Covenant as the Biblical Basis for Community” to be supplied.
· Communities of Faith            
· John 17:17-25
· Read: Jacobsen and Sawatsky, “Being Church.” 
Thursday, March 6 –
Core Convocation on Community: 9:45 a.m. (Grantham BIC Church)
Larry James

President and CEO, Central Dallas Ministries


— All Core Students Required to Attend —
Thursday, March 6 – 
· Communities of Faith   
· Luke 10:25-37
· Read: Henri Nouwen, Donald McNeill, and Douglas Morrison, “Community.” CP 
Tuesday, March 11 – 
· Communities of Faith  
· Romans 12
· Read: Harold Bender, The Anabaptist Vision (The second half only, starting with “Having defined genuine Anabaptism…”) Text online at http://www.mcusa-archives.org/library/anabaptistvision
Thursday, March 13 – 
· Communities of Faith and National Allegiances

· Read: Lee Camp, “Baptism: Why Disciples Don’t Make Good Americans (or Germans, or Frenchmen)” CP 
· Keith Graber Miller, “Faithfulness and Patriotism in a Time of War,” Goshen College 2006 Convocation Address. CP
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
SPRING BREAK FRIDAY MARCH 14-24

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sub-Unit B: Campus Community
Tuesday, March 25 – 
· Campus Community
· Read: Parker Palmer, “Foreward,” Creating Campus Community: In Search of Ernest Boyer’s Legacy. Edited by William M. McDonald (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2002), ix-xiv. CP
Sub-Unit C:  National & International Community
Thursday, March 27 – 
· Breakdown of Community in the United States
· Read:  Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from Birmingham Jail” (On-line text)  


http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/frequentdocs/birmingham.pdf
Tuesday, April 1 -  
· Community in the United States        
· Read: Robert Putnam, “Bowling Alone: America’s Declining Social Capital.” CP
Thursday, April 3 – 
· International Similarities in the Family as a Community 


· Read: Wang Anyi, “The Destination” CP 
· DUE -- Persuasive Essays on Community           
Tuesday, April 8 - Community Exam

***PLEASE NOTE: We will begin the Vocation unit after the Community Exam on this date. Check the Vocation Unit Schedule for the Tuesday, April 8 class assignment.
Unit three: vocation
Descriptive Statement: An exploration of what it means to live a life of Christian vocation. Students examine the themes of reconciliation, service, and leadership as expressions of vocation, and further their creative imagination and commitment to community lived out in Christian vocation.
Summary of Unit: Vocation refers to the call to be a Christian.  Christian Vocation requires us to consider not only what we do but also who we are. We are called to personal transformation by practicing spiritual disciplines; in addition, we are called to social transformation by addressing injustice in the world.
*Please note that a Christian vocation channel is available as a resource and to add to your MC Square portal.  http://www.messiah.edu/christian_vocation
Vocation Unit Objectives:  At the completion of this unit, the student will be able to:

1.
Develop a working definition of Christian vocation that incorporates love of God and love of neighbor;
2.
Describe the distinct call of the church within the world;
3.
Consider how Christian vocation necessitates balance between individual needs and needs of the larger society;
4. 
Identify that Christian vocation responds to both the needs of the local community and the needs of the larger world;
5. 
Explore how living out Christian vocation involves discerning a vision grounded in a community of faith;
6.
Recognize that Christian vocation is a life long process, involving spiritual discipline and involvement in the community of faith; and

7.
Consider what it means to live a life of Christian faith in a pluralist, global world. 
Embedded within these unit objectives are several ethical questions:

1.
How does Christian vocation necessitate a balance between individual needs and needs of the larger society?

2.
How is Christian vocation responsive to the needs of one’s local community as well as the larger world?

3.
How does living out Christian vocation involve developing a vision grounded in a community? What role does a community of believers play in discerning dreams for individuals and the world?

4. 
What does it mean to live a life of Christian faith in a pluralist, global world?

Sub-Unit A: Discerning And Defining Vocation
Tuesday, April  8 – AFTER COMMUNITY EXAM
· Theology of Christian Vocation

· Read:
Colossians 3:12-17; 1 Corinthians 12:4-13:13;
· Frederick Buechner, “Vocation” CP
Thursday, April 10 – 
· Thinking Vocationally

· Read: Gerald Sittser, “We Never Know How Things Will Turn Out,” in The Will of God as a Way of  Life, 19-40
· Discerning Vocation   
· Read: Gerald Sittser, “Distinguishing Between Calling and Career,” & “Discovering What We’re Supposed To Do,” 157-185

Tuesday, April 15 – 
· Discerning Vocation

· Read: Jacobsen and Sawatsky, “Hearing God’s Voice”

· Work as Vocation
· Read: Pope John Paul II, “Elements for a Spirituality of Work,” Encyclical on Human Work (Laborem Exercens. Section V, parts 24-27) Text online at




http://www.vatican.va/edocs/ENG0217/_INDEX.HTM
CORE CONVOCATION ON VOCATION: David Brandt, Head Men’s Soccer Coach, 
will speak on “Leadership,” at 7:00 PM at Grantham Church.
Sub-Unit B: Vocation And Service (3 Sessions)
Thursday, April 17 - Service Day

Participation Required 

Tuesday, April 22 – 
· Service: Living out Christian Vocation 
· Mark 8:34-39

· Read: Albert Schweitzer, “I Resolve to Become a Jungle Doctor.” CP 
Sub-Unit C: Living Out Vocation: Justice And Reconciliation, 
Leadership, And Personal And Social Transformation 
Thursday, April 24 – 
· Justice and Reconciliation: Living out Christian Vocation  

· 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

· Read: Samuel Hines and Curtiss DeYoung, “First Things First.” CP
· Justice and Reconciliation: Living out Christian Vocation  
· Read: Henri Nouwen, In the Name of Jesus: Reflections on Christian Leadership 
Tuesday, April 29 – 
· Transformation       

· Read: Desmond Tutu, God Has a Dream: A Vision of Hope for Our World.

· Introduction; Chapters 1, 2, and 7; Postscript
Sub-Unit D: Suffering As A Vocational Obstacle 
Or Opportunity 
Thursday, May 1 - 

· Suffering
· Read: Gerald Sittser, “Suffering Respects No Boundaries,”218-236
· Read:
 Mother Teresa, “I Have Come to Love the Darkness,” Mother Teresa: Come Be My Light. Edited and with Commentary by Brian Kolodiejchuk. (New York: Doubleday, 2007): 208-234. 
Sub-Unit E: Vocational Renewal
Tuesday, May 6 – 
· Spiritual Renewal  

· Read:
Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi (printed in Jacobsen & Sawatsky, page 87)

· DUE – Faith Journey Narratives 
Final Exam Period - Unit Exam: Vocation
56297, Stanley, J., Core Syllabus, T R Template 2008, 12-4-07









� Nussbaum, M. (2003). The Role of the Independent College in Cultivating Humanities.  Address delivered at the annual conference for Chief    


Academic Officers of the Council for Independent Colleges.  Santa Fe, New Mexico.
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