vocation Unit 
Study Guide and Essays for Exam 2008
created and called for community  

Romans 12: 13-18

· Identify characteristics of genuine Christians

Colossians 3: 12-17

· Identify fruits of the spirit 

1 Corinthians 12: 4-13:13

· Identify spiritual gifts 

· Understand Paul’s analogy of the body as a place of service toward the “common good”

2 Corinthians 5: 17-21

· Describe the “ministry of reconciliation”

Buechner, “Vocation” 

· Define vocation according to Buechner

Jacobsen and Sawatsky, “Hearing God’s Voice”

· Describe how Jacobsen and Sawatsky explain the impact of God’s call on our individual lives

· Understand sources of knowledge and what we learn from them

Schweitzer, “I Resolve to Become a Jungle Doctor”

· Describe Schweitzer’s motivations for and obstacles encountered in changing his career

· Explain Schweitzer’s “need to do something special”

· Identify Schweitzer’s stance regarding “right doctrine” and Christian service

· Name and describe how Mark 8:34-38 influenced Schweitzer

Hines and DeYoung, “First Things First”

· Identify Hines’ definition of reconciliation and its implications

· Comprehend distinction between “ghetto communities” and “reconciled communities”

· Explain DeYoung’s characterization of reconciliation as a spiritual discipline

Nouwen, “In the Name of Jesus”

· Describe the decision-making process that led Nouwen toward downward mobility

· Explain and give examples of the three temptations for Christian leaders and the three disciplines necessary to overcome these temptations

Tutu, “God Has A Dream”, Introduction, Chapters 1,2,7, Postscript

· Describe and offer examples of personal and social transformation, ubuntu, and transfiguration

· Illustrate relationship between prayerful contemplation and social transformation

Sittser, “The Will of God as a Way of Life”, Chapters 1, 2, 12, 13, 16  
· Explain how Sittser makes sense of his own suffering

· Name and describe three experiences that nudged Sittser to reconsider his understanding of the will of God

· Identify and define six signs for discerning vocation

· Define and differentiate Sittser’s conception of the “will of God” from the “conventional view” of the will of God

· Explain Matthew 6: 25-34 as it relates to God’s will for people’s lives

· Explain conceptions of “career” from “calling” and how they are distinguished from each other

Pope John Paul II, Laborem exercens
· Explain the value of a Christian’s work

Mother Teresa, Come Be My Light

· Explain how Mother Teresa understood her own “inner darkness”
Essays for Exam

You will be given one of these two essays:

1. Sittser asserts that Christian vocation is a “way of life” that includes but transcends career. Imagine that you have been asked to argue that Sitter’s thesis is true. Support your argument using two relevant course authors and at least one biblical text.

2. Leadership, service and reconciliation have all been posited as outcomes of Christian vocation. Imagine that you have been asked to argue that one of these themes is a crucial outcome of Christian vocation. Choose and define one of these themes, defend your definition using course texts, and apply how this vocational theme is exemplified by at least two relevant course authors and at least one biblical text.  
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