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THE CHURCH AS A COMMUNITY OF FAITH AND COMPASSION

THEOLOGIES OF COMMUNITY
Exodus 19-20, Acts 2:43-47 & 4:32-37  
Describe the basis for covenant in Exodus 19 and 20.

       Use Exodus 19-20 and Acts 2:43 & 4:32-37 to explain the value of belonging to a community.

Stanley, John E., “Covenant as a Basis for Biblical Community.”

Explain the foundations of the Mosaic covenant.
Describe how a covenant provides identity and purpose for communities, such as Israel, the church, and colleges.
Provide biblical texts which suggest the church is a covenant people like Israel.

Jacobsen, D., & Sawatsky, R. J., “Being Church.” 

Describe how Jacobsen and Sawatsky define Church: universal and local.

Define “Kingdom of God”

Explain relationship between the church and the kingdom of God.

       What does John 17:17-25 say about the church and Christian community?
Bender, The Anabaptist Vision (Second Half) 
Explain the three main points of emphasis in Bender’s description of Anabaptist teaching: Christianity as discipleship, church as brotherhood, and ethic of love and nonresistance.
       Why is Matthew 5:38-48 a foundational text for Anabaptists?
Romans 12:9-21

Describe the basis for communal living from Romans 12:9-21.

Describe the basis for nonviolence from Romans 12:9-21.

Nouwen, McNeill, Morrison, “Community,” 

Explain how community can mediate individual response to tragedy and suffering.

Explain compassion and its life in community.

Define community according to the authors.

Camp & Miller, Communities of Faith & National Allegiances

      How does Camp understand baptism as creating community?

      Why don’t disciples make good citizens of nations according to Camp?

      What postures and practices can Christians employ in times of war according to Miller?

CAMPUS COMMUNITY


Palmer & Boyer


What are barriers to campus community?

      
 
Describe higher education as “soul work”.

Explain Ernest Boyer’s “Six Principles of Community”.
NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY
M. L. King, Jr. (1963). “Letter from Birmingham Jail” 

Explain how King defends his presence and involvement in Birmingham.
Describe the role of two communities, the nation and the church, in the work for equal rights and integration.

List some sources King cited for his letter while in jail. Remember he did not have access to a library or the Internet.

Putnam, R. D. “Bowling Alone: America’s Declining Social Capital.” 

Define social capital.

Describe and illustrate Putnam’s thesis about the vibrancy of American civil society

Anyi, Wang, “The Destination,”
Explain what it means to have a purpose or good life to Chen Xin?

Explain why Shanghai has such a powerful attraction in the story.

Identify how social, historical, and cultural contexts impact personality.
Community Exam Possible Essay Questions

Essay Questions:
You will be asked to answer one of the following four essays on the exam.  Prepare explicit, detailed, and thoughtful connections to the full range of relevant course texts in your answers.  This section will be worth 50% of the exam grade.

A.
Harold Bender, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Lee Camp each discuss community in three different contexts.  Describe those contexts, then discuss, compare, and evaluate their views on community.

B.
Over the years, many Christians have considered and debated the role that different memberships and allegiances play in their lives.  Some have argued that national citizenship weakens a person’s membership in the church.  Others have said that the two memberships can co-exist side by side.  Describe these discussions.  What is your view on this matter?  Is national citizenship more of a disadvantage or a benefit for Christians? Cite course texts as part of your answer.

C.
How do Robert Putnam’s explanations for the erosion of social capital relate to the struggle to balance individual freedom and community?  Provide and explain one example of a community to which you are committed and how you work out the balance between individual freedom and community needs in that instance.

D.
In this unit, we have studied several characteristics of community. Discuss some of these central traits as they relate to the church in particular.  Which marks of community are important to remember and implement for the church to fulfill its highest callings?  Which of these characteristics might be of concern or even harmful to the church?  What kind of community should the church be?
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