Rubric for Community Essays
	Criteria

Theme/Focus 

 (analytical argument that forms a guiding principle for the essay)


	
	Advanced
thoughtful, original, & provocative or creative interpretation
	
	Proficient
well-framed argument maintained throughout the essay
	
	Basic
thick description but without sharp focus; 

or, clearly stated but not followed up
	
	Below Basic
vague or absent

	Comprehensiveness 

 (addresses all aspects of the chosen question)


	
	in-depth exploration 
	
	essentially complete
	
	minimally complete
	
	incomplete



	Conceptual Clarity 

 (communicates ideas clearly & with structural coherence)


	
	consistently clear and well-designed
	
	generally clear with solid organization
	
	minimally clear and loosely organized
	
	lack of clear communication or organization 

	Evidence & Examples 

(to support theme, argument, or observation)

	
	effective, compelling synthesis of evidence and examples
	
	complete, specific, and diverse evidence and examples
	
	specific but incomplete
	
	vague or absent



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Well-Crafted Prose 

 (style and mechanics of writing)
	
	written with a distinctive style and voice
	
	clearly written, with complete sentences and well-formed paragraphs
	
	occasional lapses in grammar and/or form
	
	significant problems in grammar and/or form

 


Note:  This rubric will not be used mechanically.  However, it is likely that if most of the criteria examined in an essay are judged to be 
”advanced,” then the essay will earn a grade in the “A” range.  If most of the criteria are judged “proficient,” a grade in the “B” range is likely.  If “basic,” then “C.”  If “below basic,” then “D” or “F.”

