Read:
Wolfe, Gregory. "Art, Faith, and the Stewardship of Culture." Image CR 

· Discussion Questions 

1. On the Wolfe reading (p. 34) he cites J. R. R. Tolkien, T. S. Eliot, and Flannery O'Connor as compelling authors from the early and mid-twentieth century--and we are reading those writers in this course.  Who are significant contemporary Christian writers and artists who influence not just Christians, but the broader culture, and why?  Ex. Annie Dillard

2. "Culture wars" is not as popular and prevalent a term as it was when Wolfe wrote in 2000, partly because of the political success of the conservatives in the United States.  Still he claims the phrase "culture wars" is an oxymoron, why? (35)

3. A thesis of this course is that "the Judeo-Christian concept of stewardship applies not only to the environment and to institutions, but also to culture". (38)  How has that been manifest in the unit on creation and creativity?  Wolfe concludes asking, "how committed are we as Christians to nourish our faith and renew our society by becoming stewards of culture?" (41)

4. How do you respond to the term "Christian humanism?" (38)  Wolfe defines the purpose of Christian humanism on p. 40.  What is an example of something you have read, heard, seen, or created that has accomplished the aid of Christian humanism as Wolfe describes it? 

5. On p. 39, Wolfe explains how many Christians in America have created a sub-culture of Christian music and literature.  That subculture and market is so big that in recent months major publishers and bookstores have developed marketing strategies to capture the market and money of evangelical Christians.  Who are some non-Christian musicians that challenge Wolfe's opening paragraph?  What are some recent movies with Christian themes or Christian ethical issues?

6. Overall, is Wolfe too pessimistic about the role of Christian imagination in contemporary culture?  Or is he on target?  Illustrate. 

 

 

