A Foundational Theology of Christian Vocation

Read:


Romans 12 

Matthew 5:1-14 


Ephesians 4:1-16 

Colossians 3:12-17 


1 Corinthians 12-13

ROMANS 12
A. 12:1-2 What is the relationship between self-sacrifice and self-fulfillment in these verses?  Between an ethic of self-denial and an ethic of self-discovery?(paraphrased from N.T. Wright, “Romans,” The New Interpreter’s Bible, X: 706). Notice how the call to commitment in v. 1 is followed by the promise of renewal in v. 2.

B. How can we “be transformed by the renewing of our minds, so that we may discern what is the will of God?”

C. 12:3 -- How does this verse allow for and foster self-confidence?

D. 12:4-8 -- Paul uses the body image to explain how the different gifts function.  Is the pituitary gland more important than the liver? 

E. 12:9-21 -- Do any of these verses jump out at you and speak to the issue of vocation?

MATTHEW 5:1-14
F.  Matthew 5:13 -- What does it mean to be “salty Christians” today?

.

G. Matthew 5:14-16 -- How does being a “light,” or a “city built on a hill” fit into Christian vocation? 

H. Matthew 5:1-11-- What similarities do you see between Matthew 5:1-11 and Romans 12:9-21?  Sometimes people claim the teachings of Jesus and Paul differ drastically.  How similar or dissimilar are they in these two passages?  How would these passages, and in fact the whole of Matthew 5:1-14, fit into the Anabaptist heritage?

EPHESIANS 4:1-16

I.  Ephesians 4:1-6 -- What does it mean to “lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called?”  How can we cultivate the virtues mentioned in v. 2? Note the emphasis on unity in v. 4.

J. Ephesians 4:11-16 –Back to the gifts, why are they given?


What are four ways in which this passage calls us to growth?


What is the parallel between Eph. 4:16 and Romans 12:4-5?

COLOSSIANS 3:12-17
K. Colossians 3:12-15 -- What is this passage saying?  How do we implement it in our lives?

L. Colossians 3:14 -- What must happen for love to bind “everything together in perfect harmony?”

M. Colossians 3:15–17 -- How does 3:17 relate to Matt. 5:12-14?

1 CORINTHIANS 12-13
O. How does love lubricate the discussion of the gifts of the Spirit and service in both Ephesians 
4 and 1 Corinthians 12-13?

P. Why are the gifts given?

Q. How does Paul’s analogy of the body and many members (12:14-26) compare today with the members of a sports team or orchestra?

R. With which gifts of the Spirit are you familiar?  Are all of the gifts available and effective 
today or are some confined to the New Testament era?  

S. 1 Corinthians 13 is a love hymn.  Where did love as a power and a resource appear in the lives 
of writers or artists in the community section?   

THEMES: What are three themes that tie these passages together?

