STUDY GUIDE / INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS
*This study guide will help students to understand basic terms and concepts.  It complements the discussion questions on the web pages.  The unit objectives listed in the syllabus are another study guide.
SUBUNIT A: THEOLOGIES OF CREATION AND HUMANITY

Biblical Theologies of Creation   
Genesis 1:1-2:25, Psalm 104

Study Guide:
1. Explain the differences and complementary nature of Genesis 1 and 2.

2. Describe scriptural accounts of creation.

3. Explain what it means to be created in the image of God.

4. Explain how Genesis 1& 2 can be interpreted to show that men and women are equal partners in God’s design for creation.
Birch, “In the Image of God.”

Study Guide:
5. Explain how Genesis 1 and 2 complement our understandings of God and being created by God.

6. Describe how Christian traditions have treated the Old and New Testaments.

7. Explain why Birch says attempts to use the Bible as a rule book have not been successful.

8. Explain the difference between doing and being as explained by Birch. 

9. Explain the responsibility of environmental stewardship that Birch says come with being created in the image of God. 

10. Explain the social implications indicated by Birch about the affirmation of the goodness of God. 

11. Explain the interpretation of “helper” in Genesis 2:8 according to Birch.

12. Explain what Birch means by saying that there can be a “distortion of the hierarchical thinking of creation.” 

13. Define sin as described by Birch.
14. State the great sin that Birch says can be caused by human freedom. List examples.

James Weldon Johnson “Creation.” In God’s Trombones. 
Study Guide:
15. List and briefly describe three instances of “Creation” by James Weldon Johnson which reflect his cultural context.
Jacobsen and Sawatsky, “Preface,” “God and Creation” and “Human Nature”

Study Guide:
16. Describe and identify examples of “gracious Christianity” as defined by Jacobsen and Sawatsky.

17. Explain how the core values of Messiah College attempt to demonstrate a gracious Christianity.

18. State God’s motive for creating the world as asserted by Jacobsen and Sawatsky.

19. Define negative theology and describe how it relates to God being “wholly other.”

20. Explain what it means to be created in the image of God.

SUBUNIT B: STEWARDSHIP OF CREATION

Stewardship of Creation 

Genesis 1:26; Psalm 8; *Romans 8:18-24

Study Guide:
21. Explain how God’s command for people to have dominion or rule over creation can be interpreted as a command for environmental stewardship.
Van Dyke, “Ruling and Subduing” and “God’s World Today”

Study Guide:

22. Explain the premises of Van Dyke's chapters, "Ruling and Subduing" and "God's World Today."

23. Describe Van Dyke's understanding of what it means for a Christian to be a ruler. 

24. Describe the implications of a Christian view of ruling and subduing creation for environmental stewardship. 

25. List and describe the crises facing the environment as stated by Van Dyke.
Berry, W. “God and Country.”

Study Guide:
26. Explain the premise of Berry's article God and Country.

27. Explain the responsibility that Berry says Christians and the Church have in relation to God's creation.

“Between Heaven and Earth: The Plight of the Chesapeake Bay Watermen”

Study Guide:
28. Explain how an environmental issue can affect an entire community in terms of economic well-being, family structure, and community relationships.
SUBUNIT C: STEWARDSHIP OF CULTURE AND THE CALL TO CREATIVITY

Stewardship of Culture
Exodus 31:1-5; *Acts 17:22-34;

Study Guide:
29. Explain a principle of creation and creativity that is seen in Exodus 31:1-5.

Wolfe, G. “Art, Faith, and the Stewardship of Culture.”

Study Guide:
30. Explain how Mainline and Evangelical churches have differed in this area.

31. Explain the importance of imagination.

32. Identify examples of Christian humanism as defined by Wolfe.
The Call to Creativity
L’Engle, M. “Story As Creative Act.”

Study Guide:
33. Describe how story and narrative can be instructive and impart truth even if they are not literally factual.

34. Explain how God’s act of creation implies a call for us to create also.

35. Describe L’Engle’s idea of myth and identify examples of myth.

36. State L’Engle’s suggestions about the Christian faith and the creative process?
Tolkein, J. R. “Leaf by Niggle,”

Study Guide:
37. Explain how Tolkien meets L’Engle and Wolfe’s descriptions of being an artist. 

38. Explain the value of art and artists as exemplified by “Leaf by Niggle.”
Small Group Discussion Questions for Tolkein and L’Engle: 
39. What was/is your response to “Leaf by Niggle”?

40. Would you identify the story as the kind that L’Engle talks about as a “story that moves beyond fact into the redemptive truth of myth”? (You will have to answer the implicit question, “what does L’Engle mean by this?” in order to answer this.) Why or why not?

41. Do you think this story qualifies as “great art” as Greg Wolfe describes it? Does the story ask us to “make our own judgments, to confront and question our deepest beliefs and emotions”? If so, how? If not, why not?
Creativity and New Creation
Walker, Alice, “In Search of Our Mother’s Gardens.”
Study Guide:
42. Describe how the theme of creation and creativity is seen in the work of African-American women as described by Alice Walker.
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