Read:      Tutu, Desmond (2004). God Has a Dream: A Vision of Hope for Our World.

· Apartheid refers to the experience of enforced segregation in housing, education and life in South Africa until it ended in 1994 with the election of Nelson Mandela as President of South Africa, after a four year process of negotiations.
       Introduction; Chapters 1, 2, 7, Postscript 

· Questions on "God Has a Dream: A Vision of Hope for Our World" 

a. viii  How does the "Introduction" set us up for the possibility of 




transformation?

CHAPTER 1 "GOD BELIEVES IN US"
b.  3  How do you respond the next-to-last paragraph that begins, "The principle of transformation say nothing, no one and no situation, is 'untransfigurable,'. . . "  Do you see parallels with Romans 8:18-25?

c.  4-7  Why was the 1994 election in South African an experience of transformation?  Can you picture waiting 62 years to vote?

d.  10-11  Describe the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa.

e.  11 "We cannot condemn anyone to being irredeemable . . ."--what does that statement say about the value of human life, capital punishment, and war?

f.  12-13  Tutu has witnessed incredible evil yet remains hopeful.  Can you be as hopeful as he is?

g.  13 "Because God takes the risk of real relationships, there is the possibility that those relationships are going to splinter, and they often do..... It is this fact that we were created to be free that is the reason that all oppression must ultimately fail.  Our freedom does not come from any human being — our freedom comes from God," 14.   What are implications of those statements in terms of what it means to be a person and a community?

h.  15-16   Why does God need our help in transformation? Relate this thought and these pages to 2 Corinthians 5:16-21.

CHAPTER 2 "GOD'S DREAM"
i. 20-22  What is God's dream for humans according to Tutu?

j.  20-22  Are there any statements with which you disagree?

k.  22-23  What are traits of a human family and the entire human family for Tutu?

l. 25    Describe the meaning of the African idiom, "A person is a person through  other persons?  What other readings does that statement relate?

m.   26-28  Describe ubauntu?

n.   28-29  How would Tutu describe what it means to be created in the image of God?

o.  29  How do you respond to his statement, ""Yet before you can love your neighbor — your brother or sister — as yourself, you must first love yourself?"  How and why is that possible?

CHAPTER 7 "STILLNESS"
p.  99-101  How does Tutu personally feed and develop his life of contemplation?

q.  101  Have you pictured God as "our great Lover in whose presence we want to luxuriate, falling into ever greater and deeper silence?"  What happens when we do?

r.   103 "God hears you as you are, even if you are tired, even if you are angry. It is often said, pray as you can, not as you can't?"  When have you had such an experience?

s.  105-106  Remembering that Tutu is an Anglican archbishop isn't it ironic that he says, "Just as we must always have faith, we must always question our creeds and make sure that our beliefs bring us closer to God and to truth."

t.  107 Notice how he warns against being "beguiled by much loved dichotomies between secular and sacred," just as Gordon Smith did in his chapter on thinking vocationally.
u.  108-110 List and think about instances where prayer coupled with activism created social transformation.  Do you use prayer as means of social change and reconciliation as Tutu does?
v.  112  Tutu says the transfiguration of our world is occurring now.  What are signs of this social transformation and reasons we can be hopeful reconcilers in a world where evil exists?
w. What question would you like to ask Desmond Tutu?
x.  What are you major agreements and disagreements with Tutu?

