Read:
Smith, Gordon T. “Thinking Vocationally” In Courage & Calling: Embracing                  


Your  God-Given Potential.  CR
           Buechner, Frederick “Vocation.” From Wishful Thinking CR
· For some information on Buechner go to this website: 



http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Olympus/1870/frameindex.html
· Discussion Questions and Notes on Gordon Smith "Thinking Vocationally"

Two Dangers: Busyness and Laxity 

1. What does it mean to think vocationally? 

2. Which Advantages of thinking vocationally help you the most and why? (161-64)
· Freed from comparing ourselves to another 

· Freed from artificial standards of excellence 

· Freed from the burden of pleasing everyone 

· Freed from the urgency and tyranny of time 

· Freed to love others     

3. Evaluate and respond to Martin Luther King's quotes of seeking emotional freedom from "An inflated head when praised and a crushed spirit when criticized" (162-63)
4. Respond to the obstacles of vocation (164-70)
· A sacred/secular distinction in the understanding of vocation (164-65) 

· A failure to distinguish between vocation and career or occupation (165-66) 

· 3 classic temptations: power, material security, and fame/prestige (166-68) 

· Misguided sense of duty (168)
· Compliance: Describe a situation when you were able to distinguish between the voice of God and the pressure of persons or institutions trying to get you to do or be something. (168-69)
· Failing to appreciate our limits (169)        

5. Two essential capabilities
A. Retrospection (Fully present) 

B. Intentionality and Mindfulness     

