
Maggie Arnold (QiaoQi Jiang) is originally from Fuzhou, China and is majoring in 
Mathematics. She also has minors in Statistics, Business Administration, and Accounting. 
Besides this heavy academic load, Maggie also has a heart for Student Government! She 
was Student Faculty Committee Representative, Vice President of Finance, Student 
Representative for College Presidential Search Committee, and now the Student Body 
President. Maggie received numerous awards for her astounding accomplishments: Best 50 
Women in Business Scholarship Recipient (2004-2005), Outstanding Sophomore of the Year 
(2004-2005), Who’s Who Among American Universities and Colleges, Sigma Zeta National 
Honor Society. Maggie would like to go on to graduate school and eventually earn a PhD. 
 

 
Micalagh Beckwith, from Montclair, NJ, is a Human Development and Family Science major 
and French minor.  She recently spent a semester in France with Brethren Colleges Abroad, 
learning more of the language and culture, participating in the French version of Intervarsity 
Fellowship, and teaching ESL to high school students.  She is currently a Resident Assistant in 
Witmer, as well as a Smith scholar intern.  In November, she will be working with a professor 
to present a scholarly paper on cross-cultural experience and family science at the National 
Council on Family Relations (NCFR) annual conference.  She is involved with the Agape 
Center outreach teams, as well as World Christian Fellowship.  Micalagh is undecided about 
what the future holds after graduation, but she is excited about the many possibilities ahead. 
 
 
 
Philip Bess is a History major with a concentration in classical studies and a minor in 
Philosophy.  He spent a semester studying abroad at the University of Oxford in England and 
now works at the Learning Center tutoring Latin.  He is active in the Outdoors Club, History 
Club, and the Messiah Chapter of the history honors society, Phi Alpha Theta. He has held 
such diverse jobs as: deckhand on a schooner, sternman on a lobster boat, and resident 
assistant in Miller dorm.  Philip enjoys playing card games in the Student Union.  He is 
interested in pursuing graduate studies in philosophy and becoming a teacher.  Philip is from 
Waldoboro, ME.  
 
  
Justin Bollinger is from Myerstown, PA, and is majoring in History with a minor in Politics.  He 
is a member of the Men's Track & Field team, and is Co-President of the Messiah College 
History Club.  Justin spent a semester abroad studying in Athens, Greece.  In the community 
he has volunteered with the Bethesda Mission and Catholic Worker House.  On campus he 
has been involved in the Host program and Life Group.  Currently, he is working on a 
Departmental Honors project focusing on the “Christian Nation” idea, and the perception of 
America’s founding as a uniquely Christian event.  A paper and presentation will conclude 
this project at the end of the spring semester.  After graduating, Justin would like to pursue a 
Law degree.  
 
Kirsten Brooks is a Theatre and Spanish major from Midland, MI. She has been highly 
involved in the Department of Theatre while at Messiah, appearing in productions including 
"As You Like It" and "1984," and serving in off-stage positions including Assistant Director 
and Educational Outreach Coordinator for "Our Town." She has also been involved in the 
Convergencia educational traveling theatre project, and is currently the president of Alpha 
Psi Omega, the National Theatre Honor Society. During her time at Messiah Kirsten has 
served as a Peer Group Leader, and she has studied in Dublin, Philadelphia, Barcelona, and 
Prague. After graduation, she hopes to spend a term in the Peace Corps and to pursue 
graduate studies in peace and social justice issues through Theatre for Social Change. 
 



Elizabeth Cook is a Sport and Exercise Science major with a concentration in Pre-Physical 
Therapy. Currently she is a second semester senior planning on attending graduate school in 
July 2006 to earn her Doctorate of Physical Therapy (DPT).  Following graduate school, 
Elizabeth hopes to enter a professional career as a physical therapist, using this opportunity 
to help people and further Christ’s kingdom.  Throughout her years at Messiah, Elizabeth has 
played Women’s Basketball and is currently serving as a captain on the team.  In addition, 
she has been a member of the planning committee for the Area M Special Olympics, held at 
Messiah each spring.  As the Volunteer Registration Coordinator, it has been her 
responsibility to recruit and train over a thousand volunteers from the college community to 
help this day run smoothly.  Elizabeth is from Wilmington, Delaware.     
 
Danina Garcia is a double major in English Education and French.  Among her several 
activities, she is happiest about her four-year involvement with Messiah’s chapter of 
International Justice Mission, her semester in Strasbourg, France, and her work this past 
summer serving displaced families through BuildaBridge International. She is deeply honored 
and humbled to be the recipient of the 2005 Ernest L. Boyer Teacher Scholarship. After 
graduation she hopes to return to her hometown of Philadelphia, PA to teach high school 
English and French, though she would also like to spend time working with a domestic or 
international non-profit organization, pursue graduate studies in English and French, and 
maybe even take a nap.   
 
Merrylee Grosso is a Nursing major from Landisburg, PA.  She spent two semesters abroad, 
one with the CASAS program in Guatemala, and another with CCSP in Belize.  She spent 
two months this past summer gathering material for her Honors Project on Rural Community 
Development while living and serving in a rural indigenous Guatemalan community.  
Between working as Publications Manager at The Clarion and as a patient care assistant and 
Nurse Apprentice at Holy Spirit Hospital, Merrylee is highly involved in the youth outreach at 
a very small bilingual BIC church in York Springs.  She has a passion for outreach to the 
Latin American population and hopes to continue this in Philadelphia as she works at the 
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania and studies to become a Certified Nurse Midwife 
and Nurse Practitioner.  After completing  
graduate school, Merrylee sees herself serving full time in Central America.   
 
Brian Hamilton grew up in Harrisonburg, Virginia and still belongs to Harrisonburg 
Mennonite Church.  It is this congregation’s training that has compelled him to pursue a 
major in Peace and Conflict Studies, striving to work out the theological ethical implications 
of making a home in the Mennonite tradition.  For now, Brian anticipates continued 
theological study in seminary.  At the same time, community life and economic sharing 
occupy a growing role in his exploration of Christian discipleship, and new possibilities for 
the future are emerging.  Brian prays that the Spirit will direct his path in ways that offer 
prophetic challenge to our churches—and more, for the grace of continuous transformation 
into the likeness of Christ.  
 
Katelynn Hansen is an International Business major from Grantsburg, Wisconsin.  She is a 
founding member and Vice President of the Investment Club, the Secretary of SIFE (Students 
in Free Enterprise), a member of the Honor’ s Program, and a diplomat for the Business 
Department.  While at Messiah, she traveled to Costa Rica for a semester abroad and 
studied the Latin American culture, language and business practices.  She also spent a 
summer in Europe with the International Business Institute traveling through 11 countries 
while studying the different business cultures and the international economic system.   Her 
passion lies in economic development in lesser developed countries.  She plans to pursue a 
job in international marketing or consulting as well as attend graduate school for 
International Relations.    

 



Amanda Heim is a Music Education major with a concentration in Saxophone.  She has 
participated in JazzONE, Symphonic Winds, Pit Orchestra, Messiah College Singers, Concert 
Choir, Chamber Singers, New Light, and she is the principal saxophonist in both the Wind 
Ensemble and Saxophone Quartet.  Amanda is a member of the Worship Community and 
Music Educators’ National Association, and she co-hosts a radio show at WVMM featuring 
Messiah College recordings.  Following graduation, Amanda plans to pursue a graduate 
degree in Saxophone Performance and hopes to teach music at the collegiate level in the 
future.  Amanda is from Pavilion, New York. 
 
 
 
Sarah Hibshman is a Social Work major from Myerstown, PA.  She is the captain of the 
Women’s Soccer team.  Sarah is a member of the Social Work Club and the 
Secretary/Treasurer of Phi Alpha, the Social Work Honor Society.  During her time at Messiah, 
she has been a member of the Student Athletic Advisory Committee, volunteered at Messiah 
Village and volunteered at the Catholic Worker House.  She has interned at Goodwill 
Industries and the YWCA Legal Clinic.  Sarah is planning to do an internship with Cumberland 
Country Children and Youth in the spring.  She is also planning to attend Graduate School at 
the University of Maryland to receive her MSW next fall. 
 
 
 
Brendan Hopper is a Studio Art major with a concentration in photography. He is the 
Photography Editor for the school yearbook, The Clarion, a position he has held for three 
consecutive years. Brendan is also an instructor with the swing dance club. In the future, he 
hopes to communicate the importance and necessity of the visual arts in everyday life and as a 
reflection of God, the source of all creativity, through teaching. Brendan is from Burnt Hills, 
NY. 
 
 
 
Kelly Jones, from Danville, PA, is a Nutrition and Dietetics major with a minor in Christian 
Missions.  She is currently the President of the campus nutrition club (SNAC) and is Vice-
President for Nutrition and Dietetics of Sigma Zeta, the local chapter of the National Honor 
Society for science and mathematics students.  Kelly interns at her local WIC office over the 
summer and is currently completing a research project regarding media influences on the 
breastfeeding decision.  She hopes to present her findings to the Family Health Council of 
Central, PA and other professional organizations.  Kelly plans on attending graduate school for 
Public Health or Food and Nutrition Policy, both of which would enable her to combine 
nutrition with missions work.    

 
Alina Kline is a commuter from Dover, PA.  She teaches Sunday school at her home church 
and enjoys mentoring children in her free time. A politics major, she plans on attending law 
school when she graduates.  She is interested in Constitutional law and hopes to become an 
attorney. Alina is currently the chairperson of her local school board’s political action 
committee.  She is very involved in her local government.  In the fall semester, she is interning 
with a non-partisan Christian organization in Harrisburg to preserve family values in 
Pennsylvania. As an attorney, Alina wants to defend Christian liberties in America as well as 
work to regain the moral values that have been lost in this nation. 



 
Jane Lanphear is a Senior Health and Physical Education major from Rochester, NY.  She is an 
officer of Pi Phi Epsilon, the Messiah College Health and Human Performance Club.  Jane was 
recently awarded the Who’s Who Among American Colleges and Universities.  Jane loves 
music—she is in the Messiah College Jazz Singers and participates often in the chapel worship 
leadership teams.  After Messiah, she hopes to pursue a teaching career in health and/or 
physical education at the high school or elementary level.  Jane aspires to go into graduate 
school for cardiac rehabilitation after a few years of teaching. 
 
 
 
Ginger Little is a Human Development and Family Science major from Newville, PA. While at 
Messiah, Ginger has also completed a minor in Biology and a concentration in Chemistry. 
Ginger has served on the Peer Review Board, as both a voting member and the chair of the 
board. Additionally, she has been very active with Student Programs, serving as a Peer Group 
Leader and Peer Leader Coordinator for four years. Ginger has held a variety of campus jobs, 
including research assistant to Dr. Raeann Hamon and laboratory assistant for the Chemistry 
department for two years. Ginger is undecided of her plans after graduation, and will be 
taking some time off before pursuing a graduate studies program. Her career interests range 
from medicine to pastoral counseling.  
 
Corinne Major is from Pottstown, PA and is a history major with a double concentration in 
American and Public History.  She is spending her third consecutive semester at The National 
Civil War Museum in Harrisburg as an intern/Registrar of Collections.  On campus she is the 
Artistic Director of the Acclamation Dance Ministry and is actively involved with I’m Worth 
Waiting For: Abstinence Education.  Corinne also works on campus for her academic advisor 
and is a Smith Scholar Intern.  After college, she would like to go on to graduate school for 
history in the heart of America’s colonial history: Boston.  Her goal is to eventually become a 
museum curator and living historian.   
 
 
 
Hannah Meyer is an English major from Montclair, Virginia.  As part of her coursework, she 
spent a year studying at Oxford University through the Scholars' Semester in Oxford program.  
The Sigma Tau Delta Review has recently selected two of her papers written in Oxford for 
publication, one of which will receive the Frederic Fadner Award for best overall critical essay.  
Hannah has volunteered her time at tutoring programs and homeless shelters in the US and 
abroad, and she recently interned for World Vision in Washington, D.C.  Following 
graduation, she hopes to pursue a doctorate in English literature and to continue her 
involvement in social justice work. 

 
Brian Richards is from Lake Bluff, Illinois, a town near Chicago.  Throughout his time at 
Messiah, Brian has volunteered for Habitat for Humanity and the Harrisburg Hospital.  He has 
also spent much of his college career involved with Young Life, a Christian group committed to 
outreach and the discipleship of high school students.  In the summer of 2004, Brian worked 
as an intern for The Institute on Biotechnology and the Human Future, an organization 
addressing bioethical issues related to new technologies.  Brian is a Biology major and 
considers medical school a strong possibility.  Training as an EMT and participation in medical 
mission trips to Ecuador and the Dominican Republic have strengthened his love for service, 
especially in the international arena. 
 



 
Emily Salvesen is majoring in Mathematics with a Teaching Certificate and pursuing a minor in 
Statistics.  She is involved in the Hosts Program, is a student diplomat for the Mathematics 
Department, sings in Women’s Ensemble, is a member of the Messiah College Education 
Association, and participates in the college Honors Program.  After graduation, Emily wants to 
teach high school math and tutor students who need extra help in math.  In the future, she 
hopes to attend graduate school for mathematics education.  Emily is also considering the 
possibility of teaching abroad at an international school to experience the education systems in 
other cultures.  She is from Flanders, New Jersey. 
 
 
Ashleigh Smith is a nursing major from Southington, CT.  She serves as the Diplomat for the 
Nursing Department, a tutor for the Learning Center, and the Editor-in-Chief of The Clarion, 
Messiah’s yearbook.  Ashleigh is a member of the College Honors Program and the Student 
Government Association Leadership Council.  She is listed in Who’s Who among American 
Colleges and Universities.  Ashleigh enjoys playing the violin, and has exercised her gifts in the 
Symphony Orchestra, the College Worship Community, and the Pit Orchestra for musical 
productions.  Her experiences studying abroad in Belize and performing research in Slovakia 
have increased her interest in the people and healthcare systems of international communities.  
After she graduates, Ashleigh plans to use her nursing degree to serve people in the name of 
Christ. 
 
 
Abby Snyder is an Elementary Education major from Middletown Pennsylvania.  She recently 
spent a semester at the Contemporary Music Center on Martha's Vineyard studying 
performance, studio recording, songwriting, the music industry, and how all of this relates to 
her faith in Christ.  At Messiah, Abby is active in the Worship Community as a leader of 
Powerhouse.  In addition, she is a member of MCEA and will complete her student teaching at 
South Mountain Elementary school during the spring semester.  Abby hopes to one day 
integrate her love of music and of teaching into her elementary classroom.     
 
 
Kelsey Spencer is a History Education major with a Psychology minor from Danville, PA.  At 
Messiah, she has been involved with the Emerging Leaders Program, Abba’s Place, Phi Alpha 
Theta (History Honors Society), the Education Leadership Seminar, the Diplomat Program, the 
Messiah College Education Association, and was an RA in Sollenberger Dormitory for two 
years.  She is also a founding member of the History Club and is currently serving as Co-
President.  In the past, Kelsey has gone on two mission trips to China where she taught English 
to high school and college students.  After graduation, Kelsey plans on getting her teaching 
certification and possibly teaching in another country. 
  


