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Vita

J.E. McDermond

Education
The University of Glasgow (Scotland), 2001-2002

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, D.Min., 1998

Lutheran Theological Seminary (Gettysburg, PA), Fall, 1996

University of Durham (England), M.Litt. (N.T. Studies), 1989

University of Tübingen (Germany), Spring, 1984

Mennonite Biblical Seminary (Elkhart, IN), M.Div., 1979

Messiah College (Grantham, PA), B.A. (Bible), 1976

Employment Experience
Hostetter Chair of Religious Studies, 2007-2009

Professor of Christian Ministry and Spirituality, 2006-present

Director of the Sider Institute for Anabaptist, Pietist, and Wesleyan Studies, January, 2007-July, 2009
Interim Director of the Sider Institute and the Peace and Conflict Studies Initiative, 2006-07

Pastor, Clydebank Central Church (Clydebank, Scotland; Wesley Reform Union), August, 2001–August, 2002

Associate Professor of Christian Ministries, August, 1998-2005
Granted Term Tenure, Spring, 1996; renewed Fall, 2001; renewed Fall, 2006
Assistant Professor of Christian Ministries, 1994-97

Visiting Faculty (seconded), Daystar University College, Nairobi, Kenya, 1992-93
Acting Department Head, Biblical and Religious Studies, Daystar University College, Nairobi, Kenya, January-July, 1993

Assistant Professor of New Testament, Messiah College, 1987-1994

Part-time instructor, Sunderland Polytechnic, 1984-85

Pastor, Nappanee Brethren in Christ Church, 1979-82

Bible Department Assistant, Mennonite Biblical Seminary, 1977-79

Interim Pastor, Nappanee Brethren in Christ Church, June-August, 1978

Lay Pastor, Roseglen Brethren in Christ Church, 1975-76

Youth Pastor, Pine Street Presbyterian Church, 1974-75

Church Related Experience

Designed (and directed) Equipping for Ministry (Brethren in Christ Church) Directed Study Courses: Spiritual Formation I and Spiritual Formation II (2003-2005)
Board Member: Mechanicsburg Ten Thousand Villages, March, 2003-March, 2006
Assistant Sunday School teacher (kindergarten & first grade), Grantham Brethren in Christ Church, September, 2002 to 2004

Member of “Interim” Preaching Team, Carlisle Brethren in Christ Church, July,1998-May, 1999

Member of “Interim” Preaching Team, Manor Brethren in Christ Church, July-December, 1997

Commission on Adult Discipleship, Harrisburg Brethren in Christ Church, January, 1995-January, 1997

Ministry to Children and Youth Task Force Member, Harrisburg Brethren in Christ Church, October, 1996-May, 1997

Church Board Member, Harrisburg Brethren in Christ Church, January, 1995-January, 1997
Commission on Christian Education (Advocate), Harrisburg Brethren in Christ Church, January, 1995-October, 1996

Member of “Sabbatical” Preaching Team, Harrisburg Brethren in Christ Church, May-August 1994

Ordained to the Christian Ministry, April 10, 1994

House Group Leader, St. Mary’s Parish Church, Shincliffe, England, 1985-87

Team taught “Christian Learning Course” at St. Nicholas’ Church (Durham): “The Christian and the World”, 1984

Team taught (with spouse) a “Christian Learning Course” at St. Nicholas’ Church (Durham): “Death, Grief and Loss”, 1982
Board Member: Mennonite Central Committee, USA, 1981-82

Board Member: Mennonite Central Committee, Great Lakes Area, 1981-82

Central Conference Representative to the Denominational Consultation on Peace, October 1981

Denominational Representative to the National Conference on Alcohol Abuse, November 1980

Central Conference Board of Christian Education, March, 1980-July, 1982

College Related Experience

College Council, 2004-2006
Departmental Assessment and Review Committee, 2004-2005
Chair, Christian Ministry Search Committee, 2003-2004
Faith and Vocation Study Group, Lilly Grant initiative, 2003-2005
Community Standards Committee, 2002-2006
CSC-subcommittee: “Cultural Engagement”, 2003-2004

College Review Board (2002-2006); Chair, 2003-2004 and 2005-2006
“Worship on College and Universities Campuses Group”, sponsored by the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship, Calvin College, August 13-15, 2002

College Related Experience, cont.

Review Committee of Christian Ministry Major, 2002-2003
Sider Institute 2002 Summer Conference Planning Committee, 2001

BIC Study Conference Planning Committee, 2000
Awards Committee, 1999-2001
Adviser to the Class of 2001, 1999-2001

Adviser to the Class of 2003, 1999-2000

Adviser to Messiah College Student Association, Senate, 1997-98 and 1998-99

Advising Committee, 1994-99

National Conference on Diversity, Atlanta, GA, June, 1994
Consortium Regional Conference on Multiculturalism, Malone College, Canton, OH, March, 1994
Messiah College Faculty Representative to Daystar University College, Nairobi, Kenya, 1992-93
Student Development Committee, 1991-92

Chairperson, College Review Board, 1991-92

Adviser to the Class of 1995, 1991-92
Ad Hoc Committee--C.A.R.E., 1989-91

Campus Ministries Committee, 1989-91

Residence Director, Frey, 1988-1990

Adviser to the Class of 1991, 1987-91

Courses Taught

Homiletics
Worship

New Testament Literature

Synoptic Gospels

Romans

Biblical Interpretation & Criticism

Selected N.T. Books: Parables of Jesus

Greek I and Greek II
Nature & Mission of the Church

Christian Spirituality

Introduction to Biblical Studies

Johannine Literature

Pastoral & General Epistles

Selected N.T. Books: John

Selected N.T. Books: Sermon on the Mount

Introduction to Christian Ministry
Topics in Christian Ministries/Missions: 
Christian Ministries Seminar

Sin, Guilt and Forgiveness


Field Experience

Topics in Congregational Ministry: Film 
Opportunities in Christian Ministries 

and Ministry 
Completed Projects and Presentations
Books
1, 2, 3 John Believers Church Bible Commentary Series (to be published by Herald Press, Spring, 2011)

Essays and Dissertations

“Kermit or Aslan: the Bible and Spiritual Formation” in Brethren in Christ History & Life, April, 2010 (pp. 152-176)
Essays and Dissertations, cont.
 Articles for IVP’s New Dictionary of Christian Apologetics (G.K. Chesterton, Dorothy Sayers, Walker Percy and Graham Greene) ed. by Campbell Campbell-Jack and Gavin J. McGrath, 2006  (pp. 145-6, 291-2, 539 and 636)
 “The Academy is No Friend to the Church (But Does the Church Deserve a Friend?)” in Minding the Church: Scholarship in the Anabaptist Tradition ed. by David Weaver-Zercher, 2002 (pp. 208-221)

“Learning a Crucial Lesson” (Exegesis and Sermon on Mark 10:35-45) in Biblical Preaching Journal, Fall, 2000 (pp.8-10)
“Relying on God” in Focus Our Faith: Brethren in Christ Core Values ed. by Terry L. Brensinger, 2000 (pp.163-178)

“Not Worlds Apart: The Value of Liturgical Worship for Generation X.” D.Min. thesis (committee chairperson: Richard J. Oman), Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, May, 1998

“T.A. Long, Bible Interpreter: A Precritical Man in a Critical Age” in Brethren in Christ History and Life, April, 1994 (pp.50-86)

“Modesty: The Pauline Tradition and Change in East Africa” in African Christian Studies, June, 1993 (pp.30-47) [reprinted in African Theological Journal Vol. 22.3, 1993 (pp.195-208)]

“The Biblical Understanding of Ministry in the New Testament” in We Have this Ministry: Pastoral Theory and Practice in the Brethren in Christ Church ed. by E. Morris Sider, 1991 (pp.17-36) [reprinted 2006]
“‘The Slave of All’: A Tradition-historical Study of a Synoptic Saying.” M.Litt. thesis (supervisor: James D.G. Dunn), the University of Durham, July, 1987

Book Reviews

The Growth of the Brethren Movement edited by Neil T.R. Dickson and Tim Grass in Religious Studies Review, September, 2008 (p. 216).
John and Charles Wesley edited by Emilie Griffin and Wesley for Armchair Theologians by William J. Abraham in Brethren in Christ History and Life, August, 2007 (pp. 323-328).
Jesus the Word According to John the Sectarian: a Paleofundamentalist Manifesto for Contemporary Evangelicalism by Robert H. Gundry in Brethren in Christ History and Life, August, 2002 (pp. 299-302)

Discipleship: Living for Christ in the Daily Grind by J. Heinrich Arnold in Brethren in Christ History and Life, April, 2001 (pp.127-129)

Uneasy Neighbors: Church and State in the New Testament by Walter E. Pilgrim, in Homiletic Winter, 2000, (pp. 30-32)

Preaching in the Spirit: A Preacher Looks for Something that Human Energy Cannot Provide by Dennis F. Kinlaw in Brethren in Christ History and Life, April, 2000, (pp. 205-207)

Romans, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture New Testament VI by Gerald Bray, ed. in Themelios, November, 1999, (pp. 102-103)

Acts by Chalmer Faw (Believers Church Bible Commentary Series) in Brethren in Christ History and Life, April, 1997, (pp. 151-155)

Book Reviews, cont.
The Real Jesus: the Misguided Quest for the Historical Jesus and the Truth of the Traditional Gospels by Luke Timothy Johnson in Homiletic, Winter, 1996, (pp. 32-33)

Walking in the Truth: Preservers and Deserters by Gerard S. Sloyan in Homiletic, Summer, 1996, (pp. 29-31)

Colossians, Philemon by Ernest D. Martin (Believers Church bible Commentary Series) in Brethren in Christ History and Life, December, 1995, (pp. 475-480)

Parables as Subversive Speech by William Herzog in Homiletic, Summer, 1995, (pp. 26-28)

Matthew by R. Gardner (Believers Church Bible Commentary Series) in Brethren in Christ History and Life, August, 1992, (pp. 313-318)

Popular Articles and Sermons

“Building the Kingdom with Jesus” in Mennonite Health Journal, October-December, 2008 (pp. 18-19)
“We All Need a Pastor Like Peter” sermon in The Evangelical Visitor, October, 1997 (pp. 4-7)

“What’s the Word?” in Preaching on Line, Oct. 1997 n. pg. Online. Internet. Available http://www.preaching.com/preaching/online/months.htm
“A Plea for Liturgy” in Shalom, Fall, 1996 (pp. 5-6)

“Where is that Light?” sermon in The Evangelical Visitor, December, 1995 (pp. 3-5)

“God and the Absurdity of Life” sermon in The Evangelical Visitor, August, 1995 (pp. 4-6)

“What’s the Word?” sermon in The Evangelical Visitor, December, 1994 (pp. 8-9)
Monthly column (“Onesimus”) in the 1994 issues of The Evangelical Visitor
“On Fire Engines and the Nature of God” in The Evangelical Visitor, January, 1993 (pp.8-9)

“He Died Taking Food to Poor People” in The Evangelical Visitor, September, 1991 (p. 7)

“Racism: Its Foundation and Facets” in Shalom, Summer, 1991 (p.9)

“The Gospels,” “Focus on the Bible” series in The Evangelical Visitor, May, 1990 (pp.26-27)

“I Once Knew Everything, but Now…,” sermon in The Evangelical Visitor, February, 1990 (pp. 4-7)
“Jesus Could Have Worked at McDonald’s,” sermon in The Evangelical Visitor, October, 1984 (pp.4-7)

“Two Kingdom Theology and a Few Observations from Anabaptist History” in The Evangelical Visitor, March, 1982, (pp. 14-15)

“Alcohol and Contemporary Life,” in The Evangelical Visitor, December, 1981, (p.4)

“The ‘Ins’ and ‘Outs’ of Thanksgiving” in The Evangelical Visitor, November, 1981, (p.2)
“No Deposit, No Return” sermon in The Evangelical Visitor, May, 1981 (pp. 2-3)

Academic Presentations

Presentation at the Annual BIC Study Conference (November, 2009) a paper entitled: “Kermit or Aslan: The Bible and Spiritual Formation”
Presentation for the Messiah College Honors Congress (March, 2006) a lecture entitled: “Donald Miller: Neo-Pietist, Pietist with a Twist, or Twisted Pietist?”

Presentation at the British New Testament Conference (London, 1986) a paper entitled: “Jesus and Jewish Religious Nationalism”
Presented at the British New Testament Conference (Manchester, 1985) a paper entitled: 
“Matthew 23.1-2: Options for the Exercise of Authority”

Awards
Dr. Robert and Marilyn Smith Outstanding Teaching Award, May, 2003

Scholarship Grant, Messiah College, Spring, 2001

Biographee in Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers (Fourth Edition), 1996

Faculty Scholarship Grant, Messiah College, Spring 1996

Curriculum Grant, Messiah College, Spring, 1994

Scholarship Grant, Messiah College, Spring, 1992

Outstanding Bible Student, Mennonite Bible Seminary, 1979

Professional Memberships

Brethren in Christ Historical Society

Evangelical Homiletics Society, Charter Member

Society of Biblical Literature

The Society for the Study of Christian Spirituality

Personal

Born April 25, 1953

Married to Wanda Thuma-McDermond (12/30/78)

Children:
Malcolm (born 12/14/90)



Duncan (born 07/06/94)

“The closest we ever come to perfection is when we write our resumes.”

-Anonymous

o:\vita
