
Messiah College Departments of Psychology, 
Sociology, Social Work, and Criminal 
Justice, together with Philhaven Behavioral 
Healthcare Services are proud to present:

The Sixth Annual Ethics Conference

Ethical Guidelines for 
Christian Therapists:  
Using the Bible in Therapy
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Professionals can earn six hours of approved continuing 
education with a focus on ethics in the following disciplines:
Social Work, Counseling, and Marriage and Family Therapy 
Messiah College offers an undergraduate social work program accredited 
by the Council on Social Work Education and is therefore a pre-approved 
provider for continuing education courses for social workers, clinical social 
workers, licensed professional counselors, and marriage and family therapists 
in Pennsylvania. This program is awarded six hours of continuing education in 
the ethics category.
Psychology 
Philhaven is approved by the American Psychological Association to offer 
continuing education for psychologists. Philhaven maintains responsibility 
for the program. This program is awarded six hours of approved continuing 
education for psychologists that will satisfy the ethics requirements for 
psychologists. Participants must attend the entire conference and complete 
an evaluation form in order to receive a certificate of attendance. 
Certified Family Life Education
This program has been approved for six contact hours (.6 CEUs) for the 
Certified Family Life Educator program through the National Council on 
Family Relations.
PA Teachers
This program has been approved for six hours of continuing education for the 
Act 48 Regulations by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

This conference has been designed to provide a forum in which participants can 
learn about important ethical principles involved in considering the incorporation 
of the Bible in psychotherapy, along with implications for assessment and informed 
consent procedures. Participants can also learn sample techniques that incorporate 
the Bible and consider how client diagnostic features impact these strategies.

Learning Objectives:  Upon the conclusion of this seminar, participants should 
be able to:

1. �Describe how therapist competency, client wishes, informed consent, and client 
welfare interact in ethical decision-making regarding Scripture-focused strategies 
in psychotherapy.

2. �Discuss how personal values, treatment setting, cultural sensitivity, and value-
imposition precautions interact in ethical decision-making regarding Bible-related 
treatment strategies in psychotherapy.

3. �Explain ethically appropriate assessment strategies that are needed prior to 
Scripture-focused interventions with clients.

4. �Apply ethical decision-making principles in the consideration of Scripture-focused 
interventions.

5. �Describe the following Scripture-focused intervention strategies: Implicit, 
psychoeducational, theoeducational, behavioral, cognitive, and affective/
experiential.

6. �Integrate the client’s diagnostic features in the application of these interventions.
7. �Discuss how client personal features (such as religious background) influence the 

application of Bible-related interventions.

Friday, April 23, 2010
8:45 a.m.–12:00 p.m.  Morning Session and/or  
1:00 p.m.–4:15 p.m. Afternoon Session

Hostetter Chapel 
Messiah College
Grantham, Pennsylvania 

Keynote Speaker:  
Fernando Garzon 
Associate Professor in the Center for  
Counseling at Liberty University, 
Licensed Clinical Psychologist
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Keynote Speaker 
Fernando Garzon

Fernando Garzon, 

Psy.D., is an associate 

professor in the Center 

for Counseling and 

Family Studies at Liberty 

University. He is also a licensed clinical psychologist. 

Dr. Garzon’s publications focus primarily on spiritual 

interventions in psychotherapy, paraprofessional 

Christian counseling, and multicultural issues. His clinical 

experience with client spiritual issues encompasses group 

practice, managed care, hospital, and church settings. 

Like many people today, Dr. Garzon has a multicultural 

background (Argentina and southern USA). He was born 

and raised in the Appalachian Mountains of southwest 

Virginia. A graduate of Fuller Seminary’s Psy.D. program, 

Dr. Garzon has worked with a variety of client populations 

and in several regions of the United States (California, 

North Carolina, and Virginia).

Schedule
Time 	 Presentation Title
7:45–8:45 a.m. 	 Registration and Hospitality

8:45–9:00 a.m. 	 Introductions

9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.	� Keynote Speaker: Fernando Garzon
	� Ethical aspects of using Bible-focused 

strategies in therapy and ethically 
appropriate spiritual assessment 
strategies. (There will be two 10-minute breaks.)

12:00 p.m. 	� Evaluation of the morning session

12:00–1:00 p.m. 	 �Lunch Break (You may pre-order a boxed lunch 
or get lunch on your own.)

1:00–4:00 p.m. 	� Keynote Speaker: Fernando Garzon
	� Application-focused discussion and 

comments on strategies that incorporate 
the Bible in treatment. (There will be two 
10-minute breaks.)

4:00–4:15 p.m. 	 Evaluation of the afternoon session

Registration Fees:
Prior to April 9, 2010 Deadline:
(Checks should be made payable to Messiah College .) 

$80	 All-day/Non-Messiah College individual/professional/faculty
$50	 Half-day/Non-Messiah College individual/professional/faculty
$70	 All-day current Messiah College Employees
$40	 Half-day current Messiah College Employees
$5	 Current Messiah College Students
$10.50 	 Boxed lunch (must be pre-orderd by 4/9/10)

Pre-Registration is recommended, but not required.  
You may register on-site. All boxed lunches must be  
pre-ordered by April 9, 2010.

Early Bird Registration Deadline: April 9, 2010
(Add an additional $20 to all rates, except those for students,
after Apri l 9, 2010.)

Registration Form
_______________________________________
Name

_______________________________________
Organization			 

_______________________________________
Address   			              home	        work

_______________________________________
City		S  tate		Z  ip   

_______________________________________
Phone   

_______________________________________
E-mail   

 Morning Session      Afternoon Session      All-day
 Boxed lunch  

Please indicate dietary restrictions or special needs when registering. 
Messiah College is committed to accommodating the special needs 
of attendees.

 � �Yes, I will be applying for six continuing education hours in the 
following discipline:

	   Social Work (PA State Board)	
	   Psychology (APA)
	   Counseling (PA State Board)	
	  � Marriage and Family Therapy (PA State Board)
	  � Certified Family Life Education (NCFR)
	  � PA Teachers (Act 48) 

 7-digit Personnel ID# __  __  __  __  __  __  __ 
 Name as it appears on PA Certificate 
 ________________________________

Total enclosed 		                    $__________ 

Payment must be made in full with registration. Please make 
check payable to Messiah College and mail with your  
completed form to:

Donna Zack
Messiah College, P.O. Box 3057, One College Avenue
Grantham, PA 17027

Or you may register online using your Visa or MasterCard at  
messiah.edu/departments/socio/swconference.html.

For questions, please contact Donna Zack at 717-796-1800 
ext. 2196 or at Dzack@messiah.edu.


