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Our community has the privilege of 

demonstrating an alternate way of 

learning, serving and communicating. 



Faithful Presence 





Messiah College  

To Change the World… 

The Susquehanna Chorale, Tim Warfield 
and Damian Savarino join 

The Harrisburg Symphony Orchestra 
in a performance of Mozart’s Requiem 

Sept. 11, 2011: A Community Remembers 



Messiah College  

To Change the World… 

James McBride 
“The Color of Water” 
Sept. 12, 2011 

James Davison Hunter 
“To Change the World:  
The Irony, Tragedy and  

Possibility of Christianity in the 
Late Modern World” 

Oct. 26, 2011 



Exhibit September 12 – October 16, 2011 

Messiah College  

To Change the World… 



Jim Wallis and 
Arthur Brooks 
Debate: “Is 
Capitalism Moral?” 
Nov. 9, 2011 

Messiah College  

To Change the World… 

Anthony Grafton 
Lecture: “The Past and 

Future of the Book” 
Feb. 23, 2012 

 



Amir Hussain 
“Building Faith Neighbors:  
Christians and Muslims Together” 
March 26, 2012 

Tony Dungy 
“Motivating the Spirit” 

April 24, 2012 

Messiah College  

To Change the World… 



“When the Word of all flourishing—
defined by the love of Christ—becomes 
flesh in us, in our relationships with 
others, within the tasks we are given, and 
within our sphere of influence—absence 
gives way to presence, and the word we 
speak to each other and to the world 
becomes authentic and trustworthy.” 

 

James Davison Hunter 



As a community, we invite the “Word of 
shalom to become flesh in us” by: 

• affirming the gift of our 
institutional mission 

• incarnating the gift of our 
mission in service to others  



AFFIRMING THE GIFT OF OUR 
INSTITUTIONAL MISSION 

We can be fully present 
to one another as we 
engage the world 
through the lens of our 
distinct mission. 



Messiah College Identity 

Messiah College is a Christian college of the 
liberal and applied arts and sciences.   

The College is committed to an embracing 
evangelical spirit rooted in the 

Anabaptist, Pietist, and Wesleyan 
traditions of the Christian Church.   



Messiah College Mission 

Our mission is to educate 
men and women toward 

maturity of intellect, 
character and Christian 
faith in preparation for 

lives of service, 
leadership, and 
reconciliation in 

Church and society. 

Progress of the Worship and 
Performing Arts Center 



“What if we participated 
in the world from the 

context of where we are 
situated, whether that is 
a geographical place, a 
religious tradition or an 

understanding of 
ambition rooted in 

Christian vocation?”  

AFFIRMING THE GIFT OF OUR 
INSTITUTIONAL MISSION 

John Fea 
Associate Professor of 

American History  



“There is a level of 
intellectual 

engagement that 
I’m not sure I 

would find at a 
non-church-

related school.” 

AFFIRMING THE GIFT OF OUR 
INSTITUTIONAL MISSION 

John Fea 
Associate Professor of 

American History  



[Messiah College is…] “An 
ecumenically zesty mix of 
Anabaptists, Wesleyans, 
Catholics, Evangelicals, 
Episcopalians, Pentecostals, and 
persons from the Reformed 
tradition who talk with one 
another daily about teaching, 
scholarship, and the purpose of 
Christian higher education.” 

AFFIRMING THE GIFT OF OUR 
INSTITUTIONAL MISSION 

David Weaver-Zercher 
Professor of American Religious History 



AFFIRMING THE GIFT OF OUR 
INSTITUTIONAL MISSION 

“Orthodox” 
A______B_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ D 

 

 
AD: All beliefs 

AB: The set of beliefs that all educators/administrators 
must affirm. 

BD: Beliefs on which the institution is neutral; beliefs on 
which all educators/administrators can agree to 
disagree. 



AFFIRMING THE GIFT OF OUR 
INSTITUTIONAL MISSION 

At Messiah College, what is the status 
of the following beliefs? 

AB – Core 
(The College 

affirms and all 
educators 

must affirm) 

BC – Privileged 
(The College 

affirms and some, 
but not all, will 

agree) 
 

CD – Neutral 
(The College 

neutral; all can 
agree to 
disagree) 

 

God exists. 

Jesus is the Son of God. 

It is proper for women to be ordained to 
pastoral ministry. 

Participation in war is inconsistent with the 
teachings of Jesus. 

God is the Creator of heaven and earth. 

It is possible to affirm both divine creation & 
forms of evolution. 



AFFIRMING THE GIFT OF OUR 
INSTITUTIONAL MISSION 



2010 Collegiate Learning Assessment 

• Messiah seniors scored above the 75th 
percentile of all participating institutions 

• Messiah’s total score was higher than 88% of 
all participating institutions 

• One area in which we want to strengthen 
our performance is on the task labeled 
“critique-an-argument.”  

AFFIRMING THE GIFT OF OUR 
INSTITUTIONAL MISSION 



AFFIRMING THE GIFT OF OUR 
INSTITUTIONAL MISSION 

Crystal Downing 
Professor of English and Film Studies 



“It is not about employing the trendy 
signs of culture to make Christianity 
seem relevant. It is about 
demonstrating that Christianity 
always has relevance—no matter the 
time, no matter the culture.” 

AFFIRMING THE GIFT OF OUR 
INSTITUTIONAL MISSION 

 

Crystal Downing 
Professor of English and Film Studies 



“The biggest influence Messiah 
College, and the Collaboratory, 
have had on me is to free me 
from the entanglements of 
typical academic ambition, 
shifting my focus to people… 
with souls and hurts and joys.” 

AFFIRMING THE GIFT OF OUR 
INSTITUTIONAL MISSION 

Emily Howell ‘10  



Being attentive to our institutional 
mission also requires us to situate 
ourselves in the rich tradition of the 
liberal and applied arts and 
sciences.  

AFFIRMING THE GIFT OF OUR 
INSTITUTIONAL MISSION 







• 57% of respondents indicated that they do not 
believe colleges and universities provide a good 
value for students and families.  

Pew Research Center Study 
Is college worth it?  

May 2011 

 

• 84% reported “that college has been a good 
value for them personally.”  



Median earnings of college graduates 
working full-time in 2008 was $20,000 
more than their peers with a high school 
degree.  



“All higher education institutions will 
start to develop new metrics and new 
forms of proof of the value added from 
their degrees.” 

David Stanley and Dennis Trinkle  
Authors 



“In many ways, the recent economic 
failures are educational failures to the 
extent that very bright and well-
educated people signed off on financial 
instruments they neither understood nor 
felt obliged to understand as long as 
they made money.” 
 Richard Katz 

Consultant 



“It is the opportunity to 
positively impact the 
corporate culture and 
strategy of the 
organization in a manner 
that helps achieve the 
company’s objectives and 
benefits our employees, 
customers, shareholders, 
and communities.”  

Carl Lundblad ‘92  



Messiah College’s holistic approach to 
education is not only valuable for 
graduates in today’s competitive 
marketplace, it is also invaluable for 
the common good of our society. 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR MISSION 
BY SERVING THE WORLD 

The mission we affirm will only be 
advanced when all the members of 
the Messiah College community are 
deeply committed to incarnating that 
mission.  



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 



“Good work is our gift to the future. It is 
what we leave behind—our persistence, our 
precision, our commitment, our fidelity to 
the smallest…of tasks—that will change the 
mind of generations to come about our 
sacred obligation to bear our share of the 
holy making enterprise that is work.” 

Sister Joan Chittister 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 





INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 

Innovation 



FY11 was a very successful 

fundraising year and we are grateful to 

the Development team who helped us 

exceed our goals! 

INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 



The Elizabethtown/Messiah Challenge 
August 22, 2011 



“Our shared responsibility is 

to prepare our students for all 

of the possibilities and 

challenges of the 21st century 

world, a century in which 

minorities are projected to 

become the majority in the 

United States as early as 

2041.” Bernardo Michael 

Special Assistant to the President and  

Provost for Diversity Affairs 

 

INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 

Alyson Lane 
‘12 Kenya 

Janae Lapp ’12 
Rwanda 

Honors Students in Bolivia 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 

Messiah College ranked 
7th in the nation 

for sending students abroad! 
 

The Institute of International Education 
Open Doors report 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 

Honors Anthropology  
Students in Peru 

Charlene Snader ‘11 
Australia 

Brandyn Powers ’13 
Agape International Missions 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 

Students add Messiah flag to  
flag monument in Bolivia 

Jennifer Heisey ’11 
Thailand 

RD Ben Taylor 
and Aloysius 

Okon ’12 
serving at 

Joshua Farm 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 

Under-Represented Racial/Ethnic 
Cultural Populations and  
International Students at 

Messiah College comprise nearly  
11 percent of our student population 

and 7 percent of our 
employee population. 

Welcome Week Theme 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 

This is why we like the term ‘global 
engagement.’ We believe it includes 
learning/education, both curricular and 
co-curricular; service and action; and a 
sense of partnership.” 

 
Global Engagement at Messiah 

 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 

Dedication to 
the practice of 

hospitality 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 

Special 
Olympics  

Matt Hui ‘13 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 

Sr. Financial Aid Counselor 
Cathy Poiesz  

Silence of Mary, Harrisburg 

Christina Fuji ‘13 with 
Best Buddies   

Paxton Ministries 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 

Dr. Meg Ramey and Janice Salcedo ’13 
2011 Service Day 



INCARNATING THE GIFT OF OUR 
MISSION BY SERVING THE WORLD 

Agaba Bisengo ‘06 







Chartres Cathedral 
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5f/Vitrail_Cath%C3%A9drale_Troyes_150208_01.jpg




Messiah College invites you  



President Phipps invites you to a 
“State of the College Talk Back”  

or as they say in her hometown  
“Cawfee Tawk” 

Friday, August 26, 2011 

 

 

 

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.  

Stop by with your questions, comments  
or just say hi and grab a cup o’ Joe! 
Coffee, drinks, and snacks provided 


