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Wilderness Education Association Certification Course 
This course follows the WEA’s internationally 
recognized curriculum and prepares 
students to lead others in the outdoor 
setting.  This is a 21 day field course 
experience that addresses the 6 core 
competencies identified by the WEA: 
outdoor living, planning and logistics, risk 
management, leadership, environmental 
integration, and education.  Students hone 
their outdoor teaching skills as they prepare 
and deliver lessons to their peers, receiving 
valuable feedback on their effectiveness as 
educators.  Leadership skills are also 
developed as students have numerous 
opportunities to lead others and reflect on 
their leadership experiences.  This course 
occurs during the May term of students’ 
sophomore or junior year and utilizes various 
wilderness areas in Pennsylvania. 
 
Course Fee: $700 

In their first or second year 
students will participate on 
this three week experience.  
The course is designed to 
encourage personal and 
interpersonal growth as 
students work through a 
curriculum that challenges 
them to pursue a deeper 
understanding of their 
relationship with God, with 
others, with creation, and 
with themselves.  The context 
is an extended wilderness 
experience that caters to 
those entering the wilderness 
for the first time while 
containing experiences that  
 

Wilderness Encounter 

Skill Courses 

will challenge seasoned backpackers.  This course serves as a model of the type of experience we 
expect our graduates to be able to design and lead at the end of our four year program.  This course 
occurs during J-term and alternates between Big Bend National Park in Texas and Kauai in the Hawaiian 
Islands. 
 
Course Fee: Texas $1300-Hawaii $3000 
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Advanced Technical Skills course provides an opportunity for 
Junior or Senior level students to specialize in a particular 
adventure activity and participate in more advanced 
adventure skills like winter camping, ice climbing, and river 
rescue.  In this course, students develop a learning contract to 
create a specific course of study that prepares them for 
professional certification in one or more technical skills.  
Through this course students have earned certifications as 
ACCT Level 1 Challenge Course Facilitators, ACA Level 2 
Canoe Instructors, PCIA Top Managed Climbing Instructors. 
 
Course Fee: $750 
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