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On-line Procedure for Obtaining a 
PA State Police Background Check

Note: There is NO cost to obtain a PA Criminal Background Check.
1. Go to the following website: http://epatch.state.pa.us/
2. Click on the option that says “Submit a New Record Check.”

3. Read the information on the screen, check the box and click on the “Accept” button.

4. Enter all the necessary information on the “Personal Information” page. ***Use your Messiah College address, the fax number will be (717) 796-5221 (located in the Agape Center), use your Messiah College e-mail address.  You will come to a question regarding the reason for your request.  Scroll down among the options to the one that says “Volunteer Work.”

5. Click on the “Next” button and follow the remaining prompts.  Your background check may be processed and ready almost immediately or you may have to check back later.

6. Click on the reference number to bring up the copy of your clearance.  Click on the certification form to view your official background check clearance. Print out 3 copies of the completed background check: keep 1 for your records, use 1 with your child abuse clearance, and bring 1 to the Agape Center with your service site written on the top for our records.

If you have any questions or problems, please feel free to contact us at Outreach@messiah.edu.  Thank you so much!

