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SUMMER MISSION FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Messiah College encourages and supports individual students in short-term mission initiatives.  There are four grant sources available: the Frey Family Grant and Mulberry Foundation Grant, which are applied directly toward tuition the following year and the Parents’ Council and World Christian Fellowship Grants, which directly support the actual cost of the experience. 
General Requirements

1. Recipients of the Summer Mission Grants must work with an established mission agency. The Service and Mission Director is available to provide counsel and assistance to students trying to identify qualified agencies.

2. A letter of recommendation by a full-time Messiah College teaching faculty member will be required.                                        

3. Students applying for grants must provide the Selection Committee with information concerning any financial assistance they will receive in addition to the grant; from a home congregation or family, for example. Applicants must inform the Selection Committee about reimbursement of any kind from the agency with which they will be working.                                                                                                                           
4. Assignments - All Summer Missions Participants with the Agape Center must attend the Spring Cross-Cultural Orientation Retreat at Doubling Gap on March 26-28, 2010.  

a. Keep a daily journal of summer mission activity and insights.  The journal should be a minimum of sixteen pages in length and will be submitted to the National and International Service and Mission Director at the conclusion of the mission experience.  
b.   Provide 5 hi-resolution pictures to the NISM Office (see attachment)
AND complete one of the following                                                                                     

c. Attend the Re-entry and Debriefing Retreat held on September 4, 2010 after their summer experience and file a 1 page summary report (electronic copy)       

OR                                                                                                                          
d. Schedule a debrief interview with the NISM Director or Grants Coordinator and file a 3-4 page  

      summary report with the NISM Office upon returning to school (electronic copy).  
5. Recipients of grants should be willing to share their experience in a public way in chapel or an article in the 
        student newspaper, The Swinging Bridge.
6. Recipients must demonstrate personal and social maturity and personal commitment to Jesus Christ.                                                                                                                                              
7. Priority consideration will be given to Messiah College students who will be juniors or seniors in the fall term following the summer experience.
8. Students may indicate their grant preference in the space provided on the application.
9. Students enrolled in SVC 231 (Service-Learning) are only eligible for the Trip expense grants.  
10. The application deadline is Monday, February 15.
11. The following criteria will be used to select recipients:
a. Quality of the written statement articulating interest and sense of call (# 33 on the application).

b. GPA

c. Length and cost of service relative to need as assessed by financial aid office

d. Year in school

e. Academic requirements to be fulfilled.

f. Strengths of the faculty reference.
12. Location: *Any student desiring a grant for travel to a country that carries a State Department Travel Warning must consult with the NISM Director and be prepared to submit their application with additional rationale by Dec. 15.  
In addition, Messiah College cannot support student travel to Guatemala or Ecuador at this time.*
Guidelines specific to the Frey Family Grant

The intent of the Frey Family Grant is to provide financial assistance for Messiah College students who give up a summer work opportunity to participate in a summer mission project or would consider a summer mission assignment if they did not have to work during the summer to earn money to meet the cost of attending Messiah College the following year. It is intended to compensate for summer earnings.

1. The summer mission experience should be at least eight weeks in length.

2. The grant will be credited to the student’s account for the academic year following the summer mission experience. The grant will not be credited to the student’s account until the Service and Mission Director receives and reviews the written journal and written summary report.

3. Up to seven $2,000 grants are available each summer.

Guidelines specific to the Messiah College Parents’ Council and World Christian Fellowship Grants

The intent of the Messiah College Parents’ Council Grant is to encourage more students to pursue short-term missions opportunities during their enrollment at Messiah and to assist needy students who would otherwise be unable to do so due to severe financial hardship. The intent of the World Christian Fellowship Grant is to use funds raised throughout the school year to support individual students pursuing a summer mission experience. Both are intended to assist with expenses of the experience.                                   

1. The recipient must have a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of at least 2.0.

2. The minimum duration of a student’s actual on-site participation shall be one week.  Preference in funding will be given to students engaging in longer projects.

3. The recipient must demonstrate a desire to share the Gospel with others.

4. The amount of each individual award will be sent directly to the mission agency as a credit toward the individual’s expenses of participating in the mission project.                                                      

5. Amounts awarded will be determined by the student’s need and the nature and cost of the program
Guidelines specific to the Mulberry Foundation Grant

The intent of the Mulberry Foundation Grant is to provide financial assistance for Messiah College students who give up a summer work opportunity to participate in a summer mission project or would consider a summer mission assignment if they did not have to work during the summer to earn money to meet the cost of attending Messiah College the following year. It is intended to compensate for summer earnings.

1. The recipient must have a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of at least 2.8.

2. Priority will be given to students who have previously participated in a summer mission experience.

3. The minimum duration of a student’s actual on-site participation shall be four weeks.  Preference in funding will be given to students engaging in longer projects.

4. The grant will be credited to the student’s account for the academic year following the summer mission experience. The grant will not be credited to the student’s account until the Service and Mission Director receives and reviews the written journal and written summary report.
5. Ten $3,000 grants are available
Additional Information Needed to Complete Your Grant:

By submitting this information you will establish the College's confidence about the grants program and ensuring that it will continue in the future.

Members of Collaboratory or Agape Center Teams who have these documents on file with the Collaboratory or Agape Center for 09-10 do not need to duplicate these for the grant application.

Please fill out all forms in Word (except forms requiring signature).   

Submit the following with your application on February 15: (items 1-3 is attached in the email)

1. A completed Confidential Medical History Form with 2 emergency contacts.
2. A signed copy of our risk and liability release form

3. A Missions Partner Memo – Please forward to your agency partner to be completed by them. 
4. A copy of your passport – can be made at the Agape Center or submitted electronically. If your passport is at home, parents may scan and email to NISMoffice@messiah.edu, or copy and fax to 717.796.5221

5. If traveling without a Messiah representative: confirmation that you have signed a medical authorization and release form with your agency partner.  This form should give agency representatives power to make medical decisions for you if you are unable.

6. Insurance – if you are not intending to purchase Messiah’s insurance, any other policy must be approved by Lisa Snyder as comparable. 

Information/Documents the will be needed by April 1 to process grant money:

1. A copy of your flight itinerary and rough daily itinerary

2. Specific Address In-Country

3. Confirmation of or a Copy of Agency’s Crisis Contingency Plan for the country in-which you are traveling.

4. Name, location and phone number for the nearest medical facility.

5. In-country and stateside contact numbers and emails for the missions agency and hosts. (Note: Numbers for the stateside agency are helpful but do not complete this).

6. Confirmation that you have registered with the state department

https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs/ui/
SUMMER MISSION FINANCIAL SUPPORT APPLICATION

Submit this application to the Agape Center by Monday, February 15. 
Please type all information. Do not handwrite.
Please check the grant-type for which you are applying.  

 ___ I need help with tuition and my length of service is _____ weeks (minimum 4).



( ___ I need help with trip expenses and my length of service is ______ weeks (minimum 1).
1. Name _____________________________________________  Student I.D. # ___________________________

2. Campus Extension __________________________  Campus Box # ___________________________________

3a. Current year at Messiah: __Freshman __Sophomore __Junior __Senior     3b. Cumulative GPA ____________


(Priority given to current juniors and seniors.)
4.   Current major _____________________________   Current minor or concentration _____________________

5. Faculty advisor _____________________________________________________________________________

6. Residence Hall _____________________________________________________________________________

7. E-mail: (Messiah)____________________________________ (Home)________________________________

8. Home Street _______________________________________________________________________________ 
9. Home City _____________________________________ 10.  State _____________11.  Zip _______________  
12.  Home Phone ___________________________________

13. Have you submitted a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) for the coming academic year?



___Yes ___No

14. Name of full-time Messiah College teaching faculty member who will be submitting a letter of recommendation supporting your application for a summer mission grant. ____________________________________________

15. Will you be continuing your studies at Messiah College next fall? ____Yes ____No

With which agency will you be working?

16. Agency name ______________________________________________________________________________ 
17. Agency address ____________________________________________________________________________ 
18. City ___________________________________19. State                                    20. Zip ___________________ 
21.  Phone __________________________________ 22. E-mail ________________________________________

23.  Name of the person with whom you have had contact at this agency _________________________________
(Please feel free to attach 1-3 pages of correspondence you have had with this mission agency.)
24.  Where will you be serving this summer? _________________________________________________________

25. What are your anticipated dates of travel?  ____________________________________                                                                                             

26. Describe the type of work in which you will be involved (i.e. evangelism, teaching, technical work, manual  labor, other).

27. Describe 3-4 specific goals for this summer mission experience.

28. What is the total cost for this summer mission experience? __________________________________________

29. Will the mission agency be providing you with any financial support or stipend? ____ Yes ____ No    

       If yes, how much and for what purpose(s)?

      Amount $:     _________________________________                                    
      Purpose(s):

30. Will you be receiving significant financial support for your summer activity from a source other than Messiah College?

      (ex. another grant source, family, home church) ____ Yes ____ No   


If yes, Amount $: ____________________
31. Have you ever participated in mission work or service? ____ Yes ____ No

32. If you answered yes, please briefly describe your experience(s) and include reference(s).

33. Use this page or attach an additional typewritten page to describe the connection between your Christian faith,

      your long-term vocational goals, this experience, and your interest in spreading the Gospel and serving in

      another culture.
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Messiah College does not discriminate on the basis of gender, race, color, age, disability, or national or ethnic origin.

Faculty Reference
Date: __________

Student Name: _________________________

To Faculty Member,
The above student has applied for Summer Mission Financial Support.  Please assist the selection committee by providing a letter of reference addressing the following considerations:

1. Your relationship to the student

2. How long you have known the student

3. The student’s maturity of faith, intellect, social relationships and character.

4. Other information or insight that would be helpful.

Please return the letter of reference to the Summer Mission Grant Selection Committee, Agapé Center Box 3027, via campus mail before Monday, 21 February.

Thank you for your help!
For Office Use Only





Date Received: _______________


    Complete	    Items Missing (List): 








 Frey Family                    Parents’ Council    


 Mulberry Foundation      World Christian Fellowship           No Grant Award





      ______________		


    (Amount Awarded)
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