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Support Raising Ideas 

from National & International Service & Missions, 
Agape Center

· Look into grants that your denomination or local church might have that you can apply for. Go to the main/national website for your denomination and look around.
· Send out sponsor letters! This is everyone’s “favorite”, but here are some tips to keep in mind:

· Basic things to include:

· A description of what you’ll be doing

· Trip cost

· Why you want to be involved in this trip

· How you want the reader to be involved

· Clear instructions on how the reader is to respond (i.e. do they know where to send the check/prayer response card? Is it tax-deductible? Date when your funds are due?

· Keep it to one page, single spaced. Break up paragraphs using a line between them. Date it, make sure your margins are even, make sure it has a professional look

· Include a photo of yourself, maybe a map of where you’re going

· Hand sign it, hand-address it! Make it personal! Consider writing a short note at the bottom

· Get someone to proof read it! (the Individual Missions Coordinator at the Agape Center can help here, too.)

· Be honest, be yourself. Don’t think you have to “write like a missionary” with a certain kind of language. Write from your heart, people can tell the difference.
· Visit churches – ask churches that you have a connection to if you can speak in a service or meet with a Sunday school class.  People are more likely to give if they meet you or can see your heart and enthusiasm face to face.
· Check out www.fund-raising.com for more specific ideas. This is a non-profit website for where secular and religious groups can share their ideas, tips for successful fundraising, etc.
· Also, Friend Raising: Building a Missionary Support Team That Lasts, by Betty J. Barnett is a great resource on ideology of fundraising and also specific ideas, testimonies, and a biblical basis for raising support.
· As you begin to get support, thank each donor as they come in. Don’t wait till you return from your trip to say thank you, but do it throughout the fund raising process. This shows your supporters that you appreciate them.

Other things to keep in mind:

· Giving is two-way – you should be striving to build relationships and connections with the people of whom you ask support
· Focus on becoming partners as you share a vision for your ministry
· Clearly communicate what you’ll be doing, your intentions, and your motivations. Help people understand your vision.
· Remember that God is our ultimate Provider.  Pray that God will move in the hearts of those you interact with.  You have no reason to be desperate. Trust in the Lord.

