 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 J-Term Break 2008 Service Trip Application

“God's kingdom isn't a matter of what you put in your stomach, for goodness' sake. It's what God does with your life as he sets it right, puts it together, and completes it with joy. Your task is to single-mindedly serve Christ. Do that and you'll kill two birds with one stone: pleasing the God above you and proving your worth to the people around you.” Romans 14:17 (TM)

This J-Term Break, Service Trips will be sending out different service groups to ministry sites all over the country.  (These sites are listed on the following pages).  If you are interested in spending your J-Term Break in service, please complete the following application and make a $10 deposit (sorry, deposits are non-refundable) at the Business Office in Old Main.  Drop off your receipt from the Business Office along with your completed application at the Agapé Center or campus mail it to Service Trips Box 3027.  Trip placements will be on a first-come-first serve basis!

Deposit receipt and application are due by January 11, 2008.  A $10 deposit fee is required to reserve your spot on a team.  An additional $40 is required to pay for your participation, lodging, food, and transportation for the entire trip
Any questions?  Call Service Trips (x7082) or email us at: Servicetrips@messiah.edu.

Name ________________________

Ext._____________            Box #__________

Year:  Fr.  So.  Jr.  Sr.  





1st Choice Location______________________

2nd Choice Location______________________

3rd Choice Location______________________

Would you like information on possibly leading or co-leading a trip?   Yes      No

List any friends you would like to be placed with:

How old are you?

Birth-date (Month/Day/Year):

Do you have a Messiah van license?  Yes/No   

If not, are you willing to get one? 
Yes/No

Please read and sign the “Participant Agreement” and return to Service Trips office WITH RECEIPT OF DEPOSIT no later than January 11th, 2008.
SERVICE TRIPS

PARTICIPANT AGREEMENT

As a participant in Service Trips, I understand and agree that:

- I will be an active participant in all activities of the team before, during and after the trip. 


- Participant Training Meeting


- Fund-raising (*if needed)


- Post-Trip Reflection Meeting 

- I will make my payments by the prescribed deadlines.

- I will remain under the Messiah Community Covenant for the duration of my service trip.

- I will make myself accountable to the group leader’s judgment in issues of appropriate behavior (both culturally and morally) on this trip.

- I agree to not drink or possess alcohol during the entire trip.

- If I choose to drop out of the trip:


- I will notify the Service Trips office immediately


- I understand that my deposit is non-refundable

- I understand that the balance, once paid, is non-refundable (except in special circumstances determined by the Service Trips Director).

By submitting this application, I understand that I am committing myself to a Service Trip.  I understand that another person could have filled my spot if I had not chosen to go. Therefore, unless extreme circumstances occur, I hereby commit myself to a Service Trip.

I willingly participate in this trip as a servant and a learner (not as a tourist).  I am committed to the betterment of the team and my actions will correspond to that.  I will make myself available to all that God wants to do in and through me.

Signed:_____________________________


Date:________________
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Descriptions of Trips and Locations:
Habitat for Humanity – Franklin, W.V. Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit housing ministry with work sites all over the United States and abroad. The aim of the ministry is to have volunteers build and renovate homes for those in need, thereby creating “homeownership opportunities.” HFH works closely with potential homeowners so as to prepare them for the duties and responsibilities of owning a home and requires that the future homeowners help with the construction of their future home – “Sweat Equity,” they call it! Be a part of this amazing ministry in Franklin, West Virginia. You can expect to be wielding a hammer, installing some dry wall, or painting if you join this service trip. You can also expect to be making a difference in someone’s life by making their dream of owning a home a reality.   www.habitat.org
New York City Relief – New York City, NY.   New York City Relief is looking to meet people basic needs by connecting with “the poor, oppressed, and addicted with a path toward help and hope.”  One way they do this is through The Relief Bus.  “The Relief Bus, a converted school bus, is equipped with a food service unit and a counseling/referral office.”  It “is like a bridge linking those in need to life-changing resources including individuals with time, compassion, and funds.  The benefit of being mobile is the ability to change locations as the population of homeless and substance abusers move to new areas.  It is wonderful to be able to bring real help to hurting people!”  You will help serve food, distribute clothing, and provide information about housing, jobs, etc. to anyone in need.  You may also have the opportunity to help serve a church in the community.   http://www.nycr.org/ 

Urban Promise – Camden, New Jersey. A myriad of activity surrounds this amazing ministry hub in Camden, New Jersey. A Fine Arts Program, a Single Father Program, an After-school Program…these are just to name a few ways Urban Promise is a blessing to Camden. Going on this service trip you can expect to do some maintenance projects in some of the program faculties. But the main thing you will be doing is spending time with the children of the Urban Promise elementary school. Do be prepared to have lots affection and laughter handy, because the kids you work with will be clamoring for both. And also be prepared to have you heart, and your eyes, opened; as you serve with open hands.  http://www.urbanpromiseusa.org/
