 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Spring Break 2008 Service Trip Application

“God's kingdom isn't a matter of what you put in your stomach, for goodness' sake. It's what God does with your life as he sets it right, puts it together, and completes it with joy. Your task is to single-mindedly serve Christ. Do that and you'll kill two birds with one stone: pleasing the God above you and proving your worth to the people around you.” Romans 14:17 (TM)

This Spring Break Break, Service Trips will be sending out different service groups to ministry sites all over the country.  (These sites are listed on the following pages).  If you are interested in spending your Spring Break in service, please complete the following application and make a $10 deposit (sorry, deposits are non-refundable) at the Business Office in Old Main. Drop off your receipt from the Business Office along with your completed application at the Agapé Center or campus mail it to Service Trips Box 3027.  Trip placements will be on a first-come-first serve basis!

Deposit receipt and application are due by FEBRUARY 7, 2008.  A $10 deposit fee is required to reserve your spot on a team.  An additional $115 is required to pay for your participation, lodging, food, and transportation for the entire trip.  Scholarships are available.  

Any questions?  Call Service Trips (x7082) or email us at: Servicetrips@messiah.edu.

Name ________________________

Ext._____________            Box #__________

Year:  Fr.  So.  Jr.  Sr.  





1st Choice Location______________________

2nd Choice Location______________________

3rd Choice Location______________________

4th Choice Location ______________________

Would you like information on possibly leading or co-leading a trip?   Yes      No

List any friends you would like to be placed with:

How old are you?

Birth-date (Month/Day/Year):

T-Shirt Size:  S    M    L    XL

Do you have a Messiah van license?  Yes/No   

If not, are you willing to get one? 
Yes/No

Please read and sign the “Participant Agreement” and return to Service Trips office WITH RECEIPT OF DEPOSIT no later than FEBRUARY 7, 2008
SERVICE TRIPS

PARTICIPANT AGREEMENT

As a participant in Service Trips, I understand and agree that:

- I will be an active participant in all activities of the team before, during and after the trip. 


- Participant Training Meeting


- Fund-raising (*if needed)


- Post-Trip Reflection Meeting 

- I will make my payments by the prescribed deadlines.

- I will remain under the Messiah Community Covenant for the duration of my service trip.

- I will make myself accountable to the group leader’s judgment in issues of appropriate behavior (both culturally and morally) on this trip.

- I agree to not drink or possess alcohol during the entire trip.

- If I choose to drop out of the trip:


- I will notify the Service Trips office immediately


- I understand that my deposit is non-refundable

- I understand that the balance, once paid, is non-refundable (except in special circumstances determined by the Service Trips Director).

By submitting this application, I understand that I am committing myself to a Service Trip.  I understand that another person could have filled my spot if I had not chosen to go. Therefore, unless extreme circumstances occur, I hereby commit myself to a Service Trip.

I willingly participate in this trip as a servant and a learner (not as a tourist).  I am committed to the betterment of the team and my actions will correspond to that.  I will make myself available to all that God wants to do in and through me.

Signed:_____________________________


Date:________________
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Descriptions of Trips and Locations:
Campus Crusade Sunshine – Chicago, IL.  Join Sunshine Gospel Ministries in their “passion to see the gospel of Jesus Christ lived out in the inner-city community through word and deed ministry among the poor.  To do this it is absolutely essential that we build bridges across racial, economic, and geographic lines.”  The ministry seeks to build relationships and “minister to the whole family through the use of technology classes, tutoring, Bible studies, youth outreach services, and sports ministry.”  Spend time listening to people’s stories as well as learning about serving the poor.  You will have the opportunity for hands on work in places from Chicago neighborhoods to the ministry’s after-school program, as well as traveling around the city of Chicago!  http://sunshinegospel.org/ 

Christian Endeavor – Beards Fork, WV.   Looking to equip youth to change the world for Christ, Christian Endeavor is now looking to also pair with college students to do the same.  “Join the oldest and largest youth-led movement” in working on construction projects in the beautiful state of West Virginia to build and repair homes.  Also, you will get to spend time examining what it means to be a Christian servant and leader.  http://www.christianendeavor.com/
Haft – New Albany, PA. The Haft ministry has traditionally taken the "homeless, hopeless and helpless" into a caring family atmosphere by a homesteading style of living. This includes practicing good conservation (wise use of resources), planning daily activities (know God's purposes), and learning new ways to improve the quality of life (re-creation). We are looking for volunteers to come to the Haft to assist with the many tasks of the ministry, such as gardening, building repair, and maintenance, as well as cutting and splitting firewood. The Haft is dependent on the garden for food and on firewood to heat buildings and domestic hot water. Preparing enough firewood is a top priority.  There are plenty of outdoor activities to enjoy as you live a simple way of life, away from the fast-paced, technology-filled life that is full of distractions.  If you’re interested in spending time in a serene mountainous area while acquiring a new awareness of God through re-creating experiences, if you’re wanting to experience the freedom and fullness of God's love, then let the Haft welcome you into its community.    http://www.thehaft.org/ 

Koinonia – Americus, GA.  Looking for an intentional community experience? Koinonia is an intentional community that was founded in 1942 in the state of Georgia. With an enduring commitment to “peacemaking, radical sharing, and brother/sisterhood among people,” Koinonia has a rich history marked by “civil rights and racial reconciliation efforts, youth and teen outreach, language training, sustainable agriculture, and affordable housing.” (FYI: Habitat for Humanity got its start here under the name Koinonia Partnership Housing!) Koinonia truly has an abundance of service activities and projects to be involved in, and those on this service trip can expect to work in the Georgian sunshine on the Koinonia Pecan Farm amongst other great activities. There is so much to say about the Koinonia Community that it is best you visit their website and see for yourself the amazing ministry that you can be a part of! http://www.koinoniapartners.org/
The Master’s Mission – Robbinsville, NC.  Making trailers.  Working on a saw mill and water systems. Painting. Digging foundations. Road work. The training base of The Master’s Mission is a 1500 acre tract of property that is in need of this such handiwork and more! Located in a North-Carolinian stretch of the Great Smokey Mountains, The Master’s Mission (TMM) is an organization that aims to train and send missionaries for a lifetime of service. The organization supports over 25 missionary families that are scattered all over the globe. TMM missionaries currently serve in places such as Mexico, Kazakhstan, India, Romania, Israel, and Kenya. In addition to all your hard work, you will be given the opportunity to interact with some missionaries that are staying at TMM.  Considerable amounts of elbow grease will be required of you, but you will be able to leave with the satisfaction of knowing that your service will ultimately have implications far beyond your wildest dreams in places far beyond. http://www.mastersmission.org/
Mountain T.O.P. – Altamont, TN.  With its sincere concern for the poor and needy in the Appalachia community, Mountain T.O.P. facilitates interaction with local families and community service agencies in order to help physically serve families whose homes are neglected or run-down.  Students on this trip will also get to help prepare the agency for its yearly summer youth programs, which bring about 1,500 youth and leaders to the facility.  Finally, because it is set in the picturesque and wild country of Appalachia, Mountain T.O.P. is the ideal spot for nature enthusiasts or outdoorsy types.  Students will be provided with some time to explore the local state parks and other outdoor attractions at their own leisure.  For those interested in working hard, but also being able to enjoy some time in the great outdoors, this is the trip for you! 
http://mountain-top.org/
Presbytery of Mississippi Disaster Recovery (PDA) - Long Beach, MS.  Previous fall and spring breaks, teams of students and faculty from Messiah were sent down to New Orleans to work with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance in response to Hurricane Katrina.  This spring break, another team will be sent to continue that response in Mississippi.  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance enables college students to witness to the healing love of Christ through caring for communities adversely affected by crisis and catastrophic events.  While thinking through questions about the definition and purposes of service teams, you will also aid in the ongoing work of restoration in the southern United States. Be prepared to get dirty (and sunburned)!  http://www.mspresbyterianrecovery.org/
Pittsburgh Project – Pittsburgh, PA. Join with other students from across the country and those from the Pittsburgh Project to work in bettering the homes of the elderly and disabled in local communities.  The Pittsburgh Project is focused on building relationships with individuals and families in the larger community of the city.  Also, hear veteran urban youthworker, Bart Campolo who is the founder  and chaplain of Mission Year.  Go to an Urban Church.  http://pittsburghproject.savvior.com/index.php
Rescue Mission – Syracuse, NY. Hoping to minister to the whole person, the Rescue Mission at Syracuse does many a fine thing. Last year, they provided shelter for an average of 107 men per night. They served 208,246 meals to hungry people. They also had 355 men and women use their vocational services. And that is just the tip of the iceberg when discussing all the essential, faith-based services that the Rescue Mission provides to the homeless and hurting of Central New York. A self-proclaimed core value of the Rescue Mission is knowing that the gospel of Jesus Christ transforms lives. If you know this too, live it out by being a part of this important ministry. You may give only a cup of water, you may give more, but regardless you will be giving. And wasn’t it Jesus who said “It is more blessed to give than to receive?” and that  “…Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me”?  Jesus is waiting for you in Syracuse. Give to Him there. http://www.rmsyr.org/Home/Main_Page.htm
Urban Discipleship Center – Bronx, NY.   A ministry of the Brethren-in-Christ church, this evangelistic focused agency is tirelessly committed to training college students for mission and ministry callings. For this week in New York City, students will visit various inner-city churches, will hear from special speakers from local ministries, and will serve in a variety of settings such as soup kitchens, after-school programs, and warehouses. Some time for sight-seeing around town will be available, but trip participants should be prepared for a powerful week of learning about urban areas and the reasons behind why their residents experience so much hardship.  This should be a really enriching and broadening experience for those with a heart for cities. 
http://www.bic-church.org/wm/Bronx.htm
