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What is Engineering Village?  Engineering Village is actually two large databases in 
one: Compendex and Referex.  Compendex is a comprehensive bibliographic database 
of scientific and technical engineering research, covering all engineering disciplines. It 
includes millions of bibliographic citations and abstracts from thousands of engineering 
journals and conference proceedings.  Referex is a collection of online engineering 
handbooks. You can search one or both of these databases at the same time.

How to access Engineering Village:  Go to Messiah Library Homepage, Select Find 
Articles/Databases, Select Engineering, Select Engineering Village.

How do I access articles?:  Follow the steps given under “Availability/Navigation”.

Basic Search Engineering Village
Select which Database to Search • Select Compendex and/or Referex. 

Both databases are selected by 
default.

• To search just journal articles and 
conference proceedings, select just 
Compendex.

• To search just online reference 
handbooks, select just Referex.

Search keywords • Type keyword(s)
• Select keyword in the drop down 

box (default is keyword)
• Submit Search

Search within specified fields such as title • Select field search box and pick 
keyword, author, title, or publisher

• Type keyword
• Submit Search

Limits • Select limit by drop boxes:
o Document Type
o Language
o Dates

• Select Sort by
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Advanced Search Engineering Village
Search subject headings

Subject headings are controlled  
vocabulary words, or ‘tags’ 
assigned by experts. Using these 
subject words will often give you 
better results than just regular  
keywords.

• Go to Thesaurus tab
• Type in keyword
• Find out what are the ‘best’ terms to 

use for that topic (subjects)
• Select term checkbox
• Search for more subject words
• Submit search

Refine Results • After search, narrow results by 
checking boxes on the right side

o Author, and affiliation
o Subject words
o Classification Codes
o Country
o Document Type
o Language
o Year
o Journal Title
o Publisher

Availability/Navigation Engineering Village
Display records or full-text • Select Abstract, Full text or Article 

Linker as appropriate
Availability 1. Determine if the item is a journal 

article or book or conference 
proceeding.

2. Open Full Text or Article Linker 
icon if available.

3. Journal Article: If not available, or if 
the link does not work, search the 
Periodicals List by journal title (not 
article title) to determine if the 
journal is full-text in another online 
database or in the print collection

4. Book: If not available, or if link does 
not work, search the library catalog.

5. If we do not have the item (after 
completing steps 2-4), you can 
request it through Interlibrary loan 
(Go to ILLIAD)

Refworks Select record(s).
Select Download button at the top.
Select Refworks direct export.




