
God to inflict pain on 
me?  Absolutely not!  There are a 
lot of great things about my 
job.  And this year when someone 
says to me, “I’d never want your 
job!” I hope to remember that God 
uses difficult circumstances to 
shape me. 

 

 

Rhonda Good,  
Director of Housing 

I often hear these words from 
students and parents who call in 
with difficult housing situations.  I 
even said those exact words about 
five years ago when I was in a 
different position.  And I’ll be the 
first to acknowledge that there are 
challenges in my job.   

Last summer I talked with my 
favorite mentor who works as a 
college counselor and she pointed 
out that many times we try to 
avoid difficult situations.  And yet, 
God often chooses to use pain to 
help us change and grow.   

Popular verses like “as iron 
sharpens iron, so one person 
sharpens another,” (Prov. 27:17)  
and  “we also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that 
suffering produces perseverance; 
perseverance, character; and 
character, hope” (Romans 5:3-4)

cause me to realize that although 
the Bible blatantly talks about the 
value of struggling and suffering, 
it’s quite easy to turn a blind eye or 
balk when we have opportunities 
to live out this truth.     

As some of you have learned 
already, your housing situation can 
be one that brings you joy or pain, 
or even some of both.  My hope for 
you this year is that when the pain 
comes (through your housing 
circumstances or other challenges), 
you won’t immediately look for an 
easy way out, but that you’ll be 
willing to persevere through the 
tough conversations and painful 
emotions that you encounter.  And 
my prayer for you is that this will 
be a year in which God will 
produce character and hope in 
you.    

So, am I in this job just to allow 

I ’D NEVER WANT YOUR JOB . . .  

MOVE IN & KEY PICK-UP TIMES & LOCATIONS 

Saturday, August 29 –  
9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday, August 30 –  
1:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
 
Monday, August 31 –  
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 
*All residents must pick up 
their key by 8:00 p.m. on 
Monday, August 31 
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Key Pick-up Locations  
 
North Complex Lounge 
(the Fishbowl) for residents 
of Fry, Grantham, Miller & 
Smith) 
 
South Side Café for residents 

of Bittner, Kelly, Mellinger, 
Mountain View & Solly 
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In an attempt to make our campus 
more sustainable and a bit more green 
we’re asking that you only have one 
refrigerator and microwave per 
residence hall room.  If you’re able to 
use the floor fridge or microwave, 
that’s even better.  In the apartments 
you’re provided with a full size 
refrigerator, so please do not 
supplement it with another 
refrigerator.  Each refrigerator runs 
around $50/year in electrical costs.  
While that doesn’t sound like a lot of 
money, it adds up to $38,550 each 
year if each room has a refrigerator.  
Similarly microwaves cost $12/year in 
electrical cost.  Again, it sounds like a 

pittance until you consider that we 
have over 700 rooms and 700 
apartments.  If each room and 
apartment has a microwave that ends 

up totaling 
almost $17,000 
in electrical 
costs. 

Another way 
you can 

contribute to being 
more green on 

campus is by using CFLs (Compact 
Fluorescent Lightbulbs) in any lamps 
you have in your apartment or 
residence hall room.  SGA provided 

CFLs at 
the end of 
last year 
and we 
also made 
them 
available 
during 
apartment 
sign-ups.  
If you picked 
up one of those free CFLs please bring 
it back to campus with you and use it 
here.  If you would like a CFL we have 
a few in the Office of Residence Life 
(Eisenhower 207) that we’d gladly give 
to you to use on our campus. 

If you need to return to campus  
before Saturday, August 29 we require 
that you have a Messiah College related 
reason to be on campus AND you have 
a faculty or staff member who serves as 
your sponsor.  If you are an athlete or 
part of an organization or club, most 
likely your coach or advisor has already 
put your name on the early arrival list. 

The acceptable and non-acceptable 
reasons for arriving early are listed on 
the early arrival webpage found at:  

www.messiah.edu/offices/
residence_life/incoming_students/
early_arrival.html  If you read over 
those reasons and believe you are 
permitted to return before Saturday, 
August 29, please fill out the form at 
the webpage below. 

To apply to arrive early please fill out 
the web form found at the link below: 
http://www.messiah.edu/offices/
residence_life/forms/
early_arrival_form.html 

A STEP TOWARD GOING GREEN 

EARLY ARRIVALS 

THE STUDENT HANDBOOK 

Another way we’re reducing our paper usage is to put the student Handbook on-line for returning students.  Please take 
a few minutes to review the handbook to note updates and re-familiarize yourself with the policies and procedures 
applicable to academic and student life.    www.messiah.edu/offices/student_affairs/student_handbook/    
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TRASH REPORT 

Thanks for all your efforts to reduce our waste during spring move out.  In May 2008 we sent 38 tons of trash to 
the landfill and this spring we only sent 21 tons.  That’s a difference of 17 tons of trash!  We also were able to 
donate 1 1/3 tractor trailers full of good stuff to Goodwill Industries.  Keep up the good work! 
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Katie spent most of her life in 
Indianapolis, Indiana.   She 
studied at the Greek Bible 
Institute in Pikermi, Greece 
where she learned more 
about her Greek heritage, her 
faith, and more about who 
she is as an individual. While 
in Greece, Katie traveled to 
more than 10 countries, 
which led her to major in 
International Studies at 
Taylor University. Katie 
loved her years at Taylor, 
especially her experience 
serving as an R.A. and an 
Assistant Resident Hall 
Director.  Due to the positive 
experience serving in 

residence life, Katie pursued a 
Masters degree in Higher 
Education and Student 
Development at Taylor.   
Katie served as an R.D. of an 
upperclass women’s residence 
hall for two years at Taylor’s 
Fort Wayne campus. 
 
Katie claims to have the best 
parents a girl could ask for!  
She is the youngest of three 
kids and recently became an 
aunt to a cute little girl, 
Phoebe Rae.   Katie enjoys 
hanging out with friends, 
cooking, traveling and 
learning about other cultures, 
photography, playing games 

(Euchre – a Midwest 
favorite!), watching movies, 
and being outside.  Katie 
absolutely loves being an 
R.D., especially the privilege 
of working with students and 
helping them reach their 
fullest potential. Specifically 
she enjoys seeing students 
grow and claim their 
Christian faith as their own 
and making memories in the 
process. She is looking 
forward to all of the new 
challenges and opportunities 
at Messiah College, especially 
building relationships with 
the students of Naugle Hall 
and her fellow R.D.s! 

thru Tuesday, September 1 
between 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.    
Any items left in storage after 
September 1 (other than 
those things left by students 
studying abroad) will be 
donated to a local charity or 
thrift store. 

Many of you have left things 
in storage over the summer 
and you’ll need to remove 
those things when you return 
to campus.     

 
Items may be removed from 

storage on Sunday, August 29 

Items such as boxes or 
luggage may be placed into 
storage Saturday, September 
5 thru Tuesday, September 8 
from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

NEW NAUGLE RESIDENT DIRECTOR—KATIE ROUSOPOULOS 

STORAGE 

NEW WITMER RESIDENT DIRECTOR—BEN TAYLOR 

Graduate Assistant for their 
International Service-
Learning programs. He loves 
to spend time playing and 
listening to music, huckin' 
Frisbees, running, hiking, and 
engaging in great 
conversation with friends 

both new and old. Ben 
believes that Messiah is a 
place where great work for 
the Kingdom of God is 
happening and he is excited to 
join in!  

Ben Taylor hails from 
Nicholasville, KY and is a 
graduate of Taylor University 
with his B.A. in Biblical 
Literature and M.A. in 
Higher Education & Student 
Development. Recently, he 
was employed at Taylor as 
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INTRODUCING THE NEW RESIDENCE LIFE STAFF 
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The incoming class is made up of 
700 new students and 689 of 
them will live on campus.  We 
will also be welcoming 59 
transfer students to Messiah 
College.  The majority of the 
transfer students will live on 
Miller basement and Grantham 
Ground.  
 
Here are a few random facts 
about the first year class: 
 
First-Year Gender Ratio 

  63% Females   
  37% Males 

together.  In an attempt to 
address that concern we’re 
introducing something we’re 
calling Connect 4Floors.  
If you’re living in the 
residence halls, your floor 
will be assigned a first-year 

When we instituted first-
year housing, one of the 
biggest hesitations from 
students was that we would 
lose some of the mentoring 
and connections that 
naturally happen when all 
classes of students live 

floor to make connections 
with throughout the year.  
Be looking to your RA, who 
will give you other details 
and ideas on how you can 
build friendships and give 
back to first-year students.   

CONNECT 4FLOORS 

First-Year Students are from: 

  1.  PA  54% 
  2.  MD 12.5% 
  3.  NJ  10.5% 
  4.  NY  5% 
  5.  CT  2.5% 

First-Year Students plan to  
major in: 
  1.  Undeclared  11.5% 
  2.  Nursing  10% 
  3.  Education  8.25%    
  4.  Business   7.25% 
       (administration, accounting,  
          international)  
  5.  Engineering  7% 
   
First-Year Students listen to: 

  1.  Rock/Alternative    34%   
  2.  Christian/Gospel    19% 
  3.  Pop/Dance/R&B    17% 
  4.  Country        9% 
  5.  Classical        1.5% 

THE GRANTHAM FLOOD 

On Thursday, July 23 the 
village of Grantham received 
several inches of rain in a 
short period of time which 
resulted in flash floods on 
our campus and throughout 
the village.   

Many of the residential 
buildings on campus were 
affected including Fry 
Apartments, Kelly 
Apartments, Bittner Hall and 
several of the special interest 
houses.  The lower levels of 

Old Main were flooded and 
Eisenhower Campus Center 
was hit the hardest of all with 
flooding in Brubaker 
Auditorium, the Campus 
Store and Textbook Express.   

A professional water cleanup 
company has been  hired and 
our Operations Division is 
also working diligently to 
restore and repair the 
buildings on campus.   

Flooding under the swinging 
bridge 

The Yellow Breaches overfloor next to 
the covered bridge 

Flooding on Mill Road by the Grantham 
Post Office—photo by Deborah Tepley 

Flooding in the Starry Field park-
ing lot—photo by Josh Curtis 

FIRST YEAR & TRANSFER STUDENTS 
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Flooding at the back entrance—photo by Josh Curtis 


