
that the college 
planned on 
surprising us 
with cold 
showers. I mean, the image of 
Phipps in a dark conference room 
giving the orders for cold showers 
through evil chuckles just doesn’t 
compute well. Maybe we can chalk 
things like this up to ―life.‖ 

And besides, taking a cold shower 
every once in a while serves as a 
good reminder of just how lucky we 
are, and often how much water we 
waste. 

So let’s cut the school some slack. If 
we go for a month without hot 
showers, I’ll pick up my protest sign 
and march with you. But one day? I 

think we can handle it. 

This blog post was written on April 
30, 2009 by Eric Gephart, a 2009 
graduate, and is used with his 
permission.  More of his musings 
can be found at http://
www.flickr.com/photos/ericgephart 

Yesterday morning I pulled 
myself from bed, opened the 
window, prepared and started 
the coffee pot and got ready for 
my shower. I bent over, letting 
my hand test the temperature of 
the water gushing from the 
showerhead, waiting for it to 
warm up as I thought through 
my schedule. As I waited I 
became aware that it was taking 
longer than usual. The water 
never heated up. 

I grumbled to myself and took a 
quick shower, jumping out as soon 
as possible. Later I checked my 
email only to discover that the 
building had run out of propane 
gas the night before. The email 
was a friendly announcement 
telling us we would have cold 
showers for the day. 

Whenever things like this happen 
here at Messiah, inevitably the first 
words out of student's mouths are, 
―I pay $30,000 a year to go here, 
you would think that they could 
provide hot showers.‖ Well, it is 
true, you are paying a lot of money 
to be here. But seriously, who is 
paying the whole $30,000? 

Second, I am not quite convinced 

SOMETHING TO BE THANKFUL FOR BY ERIC GEPHART 

Deck the HallsDeck the Cookies 

A long honored Messiah 
College tradition is 
getting a face lift.  To 
begin, the first year halls 
will compete in the 
traditional Deck the 
Halls contest where they 

join together to decorate their 
lounges. Judges and spectators 
are invited to go through the 
halls of Naugle, Witmer & Hess 
on Tuesday, December 7 from 
6:00—7:30 p.m.  There will be 
a students choice award, so 
please attend and VOTE! 

The new part of this contest is for 
upper class students.  Here's how it 
works: 

You and your floor, apt section, 

satellite house, or commuter 
community bake 5-6 dozen cookies. 

You bring your cookies & a sign of 

your community's name to the Union 
BY 7:30 on Tuesday, Dec 7th.  

You eat as many cookies as you can 

fit in your tummy from other 
communities, vote for your favorite 
and the cookie with the most votes 
wins the prize of a gift basket! 
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If you need to return to campus  
before Tuesday, January 4, 2011 
we require that you have a 
Messiah College related reason 
to be on campus AND you have 
a faculty or staff member who 
serves as your sponsor.  If you 
are an RA or a winter athlete, 

your name is already on the early 
arrival list. 
 
The acceptable and non-
acceptable reasons for arriving 
early are listed on the early 
arrival webpage found at:  
www.messiah.edu/offices/
residence_life/
incoming_students/

early_arrival.html  If you read 
over those reasons and believe 
you have reason to return before 
Tuesday, January 4, 2011, please 
fill out the form on the 
previously noted webpage by 
Friday, December 10, 2010.  
Any approved requests received 
after that point are subject to a 
late fee. 

EARLY ARRIVALS 
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 DISPOSE of all perishable 

food, including any items in  
your refrigerator 

  REMOVE all trash – take to 

the dumpster 

  WASH all dishes 

  CLOSE windows, shades/
curtains 

  UNPLUG all electrical 
equipment including fridge 
(fridge may be left plugged in in 
apartments) 

  ADJUST your Accustat 
NORTH & SOUTH 
COMPLEXES:  Set the 
Accustat by pushing the 
lever down to the 
lowest setting 
SMITH & WITMER:  
Set the Accustat to low 
& fan to auto. 
FRY, KELLY, 
MELLINGER & 
NAUGLE:  No 
adjustment needed.   

  TURN OFF your lights 

  LOCK your door 

  TAKE all valuables with 
you 

  TAKE all plants (strongly 
recommended) and fish 

  DOUBLE CHECK to 

make sure the door is locked 

 

   Before you leave campus for break 
there are a few things we expect you to 
do.  The reasons for this checklist are 
(1) to keep the whole section from 
smelling like rotten food (2) to prevent 
bugs and any other rodents (3) it’s 
really great to come home to a clean 
place. 
   You will be receiving a check-out slip 
from your RA.  Please do everything on 
the checklist, read & sign it and then 
tape the completed slip on your door. 
   If you are leaving campus for next 
semester or changing your room you 
will need to check out with your RA & 
return your key. 
   For those of you who are returning 
please make sure to do the following 
things before you leave: 

WINTER SPORTS ATHLETES RETURN EARLY  

Only select buildings will be open for athletes arriving early which means that 
teammates may need to stay in the same rooms/apartments and friends may 
request to stay in your room before you return from break. The buildings 
that are slated to open early are Naugle, Mellinger and possibly Fry.   

BEFORE YOU LEAVE . . .  

http://www.messiah.edu/offices/residence_life/incoming_students/early_arrival.html
http://www.messiah.edu/offices/residence_life/incoming_students/early_arrival.html
http://www.messiah.edu/offices/residence_life/incoming_students/early_arrival.html
http://www.messiah.edu/offices/residence_life/incoming_students/early_arrival.html


The triple 
crown contest 
took place in 
October and 
the crowns 

went to Clyde Sharik, Tyler Newswanger, & 
Josh Lambert in Witmer and Rachel Leidy, 
Kimberly McKenna & Gabrielle Robinson in 
Naugle.   These six each chose a friend and 
joined President Phipps for dinner at 
Orchard Hill on November 15.  

Each building had a 
winner as well and 
those winners won a 
pizza party, courtesy 
of Dining Services: 

Hess—(women) Jennifer Kutzner, Emily Masincup & Sarah 
Troisi (men) Jacob Kempf, Dan Mistry & Jeremy 
Zimmermen;   
Naugle— Brian Chase, David Fish & Corey Nininger;  
Witmer— Lindsey Adomat, Lauren Altieri & Katylyn 
Schrimp 

 

 

After you leave for Christmas Break the 
Residence Life staff will do a health and 
safety check in each room to properly close 

down the campus 
residences.   
Also, over break the 
Fire Marshall will walk 
through some of the 
buildings to inspect for 
fire safety.  If you have 

any items in your room that would be 
considered a fire hazard please take them 
with you when you leave for break.  Some 
common fire hazards that are found are: 

Extension cords that are not UL 
approved and/or are ―daisy-
chained‖ (one plugged into another).   
Lamps with plastic lamp shades are a 
fire hazard because they can melt, 
especially the 5-arm lamps. 
Items that are within 18 inches of the 
ceiling. 

WORK ORDERS 
If something isn’t working 
correctly in your room, 
apartment or satellite 
house please call the 
Facilities Office at 
extension 6011 (From off-
campus 691-6011).  Your 
calls help us keep the 

If you will be 
studying abroad 
next semester 
and would like 
to leave things 
in storage until 
next fall you 
may place boxes 
in the Witmer 
storage room between 7:00—
9:00 p.m.on Monday, December 
13 & Tuesday, December 14.   

 

To place items in storage, please 
fill out the storage form that can 
be found online at  
www.messiah.edu/offices/
residence_life/forms/
storage_form.html 

 

You will also need to pick up 
storage tags for your items in the 
Residence Life Office, 
Eisenhower 207. 

FIRE MARSHALL VISIT  STORAGE 

TRIPLE CROWN WINNERS! 
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CLOSING & OPENING DATES 

All campus residences will be closed Friday, December 17 at 4:00 p.m. and will re-open on 
Tuesday, January 4, 2011 at 8:00 a.m.  The last meal of the fall semester ends at 6:00 p.m. 
on Thursday, December 16.  All Ala Carte & Flex dollars expire at this time too.   Meal 
plans begin again at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 4. 

Photo by Jesse Michael 
Nix on Flickr.com 

LAST HARRISBURG 
SHUTTLE 

The last Harrisburg 
Shuttle will leave 
Eisenhower Circle at 
3:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
December 16, 2010  
The shuttle will resume 
on Wednesday, January 



 

ROOM CHANGES 
About 100 students will be 
changing their housing 
assignment before they leave 
for Christmas Break.  Students 
who are changing rooms 
MUST move between 
Saturday, December 11 and 
Friday, December 17 (before 
4:00 p.m.)  
 
Students moving out are to get 
their new key from their new 
RA or RD and must check out 
and return their old key to 
their current RD or RA. 
 
If you are moving into a spot 
where someone will be moving 
out, please work together to 
figure out a time that works 
best for both of you to make 
the transition. 

.NEW & TRANSFER STUDENTS 
In February we are also expecting about a 
few new students and about 20 transfer 
students.   Housing will make every effort to 
put new students together.  If these students 
have been assigned to your room or your 
floor please make them feel welcome.  
Coming to a place where people already 
have established relationships is never easy.  
Even though it may feel uncomfortable, 
please make every effort to step out and 
introduce yourself to the newcomers in your 
living spaces 
 

EMPTY SPACE IN YOUR ROOM? 
If you have an empty space in your room or 
apartment at the end of the semester it is 
possible that a roommate will be placed with 
you over Christmas Break.  For that reason 
if there is an empty space in your room or 
apartment you MUST  leave one bed, 
dresser, desk & closet clean and empty for 
an expected or unexpected roommate.  If 
you don’t do it, you risk being fined.  Ugh. 

.STUDENTS RETURNING 
FROM PHILLY & STUDY 

ABROAD  
In January we have about  
125 students who will be 
returning to campus after 
studying abroad or in Philly.  
There will also be about ten 
students returning who took 
a semester or more  away 
from Messiah. Many of you 
will be welcoming these 
folks  with open arms and 
are excited about having 
them join your room or 
apartment.  Others of you 
are graciously making room 
for a student who needs a 
room.  Thanks to all of you 
for helping your peers make 
a smooth transition back to 
Grantham. 

IF I’M NOT HERE FOR  J-TERM DO I GET 

A DISCOUNT ON MY HOUSING & DINING?  

All 
approved credit-bearing 
off-campus activities are 
eligible for a discount.  
Students participating in 
directed and independent 
studies will receive a 
discount only if an 
academic requirement 

necessitates living off 
campus.  The discount 
amount is $200, 
regardless of type of 
housing.  Discounts are 
applied after J-term is 
completed.  Housing 
and dining charges will 
not be adjusted for 

students who attend 
classes, or who are 
otherwise on campus 
during both January & 
May terms.  The 
discount for dining is 
$300.00, and applies 
only to the Without 
Limits Ultra meal plan.   

If a student chooses not  
to attend during J-term 
no discount is given. 
 

Seem unfair?  It’s kind of 
like signing a lease.  
Even if you go on 
vacation you still pay 
rent and utilities.   

HOUSING CHANGES FOR SPRING SEMESTER 
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. . .SILENCE .. . PUT A SOCK IN IT. . . KEEP IT DOWN . . . ZIP IT . . . HOLD YOUR TONGUE . . . 

. . . PIPE DOWN. . . SHHHH. . . CONTAIN YOURSELF. . . HUSH . . . DUCT TAPE WORKS . . .


