
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You just need to put yourself out there 
and meet people (or flirt more, ask 
people out, etc.) 

I need to meet my mate here at Messiah 
College because I may not meet another 
dateable Christian once I graduate. 

 
We challenge you to begin to examine your 
statements and underlying beliefs about 
dating and marriage. Are you leaving God 
out of the equation? While finding and 
cultivating a relationship with „the one‟ will 
definitely take work on our part, God‟s 
desire is for us to put him first in every area 
of our lives. While it‟s natural to be thinking 
about love in the spring, remember that God 
holds your life in his very capable hands. He 
has already chosen you, and his timing for 
you is perfect. 

Spring semester is upon us, which 
means that soon the days will be 
getting warmer and dating couples 
will inevitably emerge from the 
woodwork.  If you‟ve been at 
Messiah for any length of time, 
you‟ve probably heard about the 
„ring by spring‟ epidemic. A quick 
Google search indicates that the 
phenomenon is sweeping Christian 
colleges across the nation. Even 
UrbanDictionary.com defines „ring 
by spring‟ as specific to Christian 
institutes of higher education: 
“Christian college kids in their senior 
year feel a need to get engaged 
before the final semester, thus ring 
by spring.” 
  
A good friend recently mentioned 
that it is nothing short of a sheer 
miracle every time two people fall in 
love and marry, whether they are in 
their twenties or their sixties.  There 
are so many factors that go into the 
commitment that two individuals 

make when they decide to tie the 
knot.  We must give the Lord credit 
for orchestrating the timing and the 
chemistry of every life-time 
commitment, as well as the 
willingness to do the hard work that 
such a relationship requires.  And we 
must affirm each other wherever we 
are at in our journeys, choosing to 
trust in God‟s perfect timing for 
ourselves and for each other. 
  
We‟ve found ourselves  analyzing the 
things we say to each other about 
relationships.  Not all of them are 
completely false, but some of them 
reveal our underlying belief that the 
burden rests completely on us to find 
our match. While we often say that 
we trust God and his timing, our 
statements about romance often leave 
God completely out of the equation. 
For example: 

He/She‟s great!  Why hasn‟t 
someone snatched up him/her? 

Why hasn‟t anyone chosen me? 
 

RING BY SPRING , ANOTHER OPINION 

QUICK 

SPRING 

SEMESTER 

PREVIEWS 
 

A few notes about 
things that will be 

happening on 
Campus this 

Semester—keep 
an eye out for 
more details 

The residence halls will be closed 
over spring break, however the 
apartment and satellite houses 
will be open to students who put 
in a request to stay on campus 
during the week.   If you live in a 
residence hall you may stay in the 
apartment of a friend.  The 
Spring Break housing request 
form can be found at on the 
Residence Life website under 
Forms. 

If you‟re interested in being 
an RA for the 2010—2011 
school year please come to 
one of the informational 
meetings in Parmer Cinema 
on  Tuesday February 2nd 
at 4, 7 or 10 p.m.  
Applications will be 
available at the meeting and 
in the Office of Residence 
Life (Eisenhower 207) 

Rising juniors & seniors who want to 
educate themselves on a specific theme 
by living together can apply to live in a 
special interest house.   As you may 
already know there are long standing 
programs (i.e., Rafiki  House & 
Restoration House) & we encourage 
you to apply for one of those programs 
or submit a program proposal of your 
own.  Applications are available in the 
Office of Residence Life or on the Res 
Life website under Housing Options 
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Tuesday, February 2  - Living, Learning, Leadership, and Student 

Involvement Fair, 9 a.m.—2 p.m. in the Eisenhower Commons 
The Living, Learning, Leadership & Student Involvement Fair is a time when a bunch of departments will 
be recruiting leaders for their areas.  If you’re interested in pursuing a leadership position for next year, 
you’ll want to check out the Commons on February 2nd.  Information about  and applications for special 
interest houses will be available too. 
 
Tuesday, February 16—Special Interest and S.A.L.T. (Harrisburg) Housing Info Night 6 & 9 p.m. 
Come to one of these brief meetings to find out  about the Special Interest Houses on campus and how you and a group of friends 
with a similar interest can apply.  Craig Dalen from the S.A.L.T. House will also present about the S.A.L.T. House application 
process and requirements.   
Special Interest House applications are also available at www.messiah.edu/office/residence_life/housing_options/sih.html 
  
Monday, March 1—Special Interest and S.A.L.T. (Harrisburg) Housing Applications due  
 
Monday, March 1—Housing contracts available to sign on Housebook. 
Before you can sign up for any housing (including Philly, Harrisburg, special interest houses, study abroad)  you will need to sign 
a housing contract.  When you sign the housing contract you will also be given your credit total and your PIN number.   
 
Friday, March 5—Medical Housing applications due 
Students requiring special housing accommodations due to physical, psychological, or health impairments may request special 
arrangements through the Office of Disability Services.   The medical housing application is available at   
http://www.messiah.edu/offices/disability/student_info/special_housing.html  
 
Monday, March 22—Special Interest and S.A.L.T. Housing invitation letters go out by email  
 
Wednesday, March 24—Special Interest and S.A.L.T. Housing acceptance forms due from 

students who were invited to live in these places 
 
Thursday, & Friday, March 25 & 26—Online verification for one bedroom apartments 
The verification process will take place on Housebook this year (this is different than last year).  Any groups who wish to live in a 
one bedroom apartment will need to sign on to Housebook and submit their name & PIN number as well as their roommates names & 
PIN Numbers.  One (or more) member of the group will need to come to apartment signups in Brubaker on March 29 to choose a 
one bedroom apartment. 
 
Sunday, March 28, 7—9 p.m. —Spring Forward 
Rooms & apartments in the upper class residence halls  & apartments will be open for students to check out in order to make an 
educated selection during housing sign-ups.  Spring Forward is supposed to align with the daylight savings time change, but this 
year the time change occurs over Spring Break, so this event has been rescheduled to a day when students are on campus. 
 
Monday, March 29—One bedroom apartment sign-ups in Brubaker 
 
Monday & Tuesday, March 29 & 30—Online verification for two bedroom apartments 
The verification process will take place on Housebook this year (this is different than last year).  Any groups who wish to live in a 
two bedroom apartment will need to sign on to Housebook and submit their name and PIN number as well as their roommates names 
& PIN Numbers.  One (or more) member of the group will need to come to apartment signups in Brubaker on March 31 to choose a 
two bedroom apartment. 
 
Wednesday, March 31– Two bedroom apartment sign-ups in Brubaker 
 
April 12—Housebook opens for room sign-ups based on credit levels 
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