
in heaven; and those who are poor in 
spirit will gain the kingdom of 
heaven. 

It seems that there are two categories 
of blessings. We should indeed count 
ourselves blessed when everything is 
going well. But Jesus’ words remind 
us that we should also (and perhaps 
especially) count ourselves blessed 
when we are in a difficult place where 
we are completely dependent upon 
God and his care. These blessings 
come at a much greater cost to us, 
but they are eternal. 

Most of us experience both types of 

blessing in our lives. The “good stuff” 

blessings allow us happiness in the 

present moment. But we can also find 

comfort and a deep sense of joy when 

we are going through a difficult 

season, knowing that Jesus has 

assured us that we will be eternally 

blessed. 

Reading through Christmas 
cards this past month I was 
struck by the number of people 
who mentioned how blessed 
they had been in 2010. And by 
“blessed” they meant that their 
lives are full of the good stuff 
that we all want: meaningful 
friendships and family 
relationships, happy and healthy 
children, financial prosperity, 
good health, etc. 

I’ve been doing a study on the 
Sermon on the Mount and in 
the fifth chapter of Matthew, 
Jesus systematically lays out an 
explanation of who is truly 
blessed and what their blessings 
look like. The kinds of blessings 
that Jesus talks about will most 
likely not make it on to 
anyone’s Facebook status or 
into a Christmas letter.  In fact, 

the scenarios that Jesus describes 
are the very ones that we work 
hard to avoid. 

You’re probably familiar with this 
passage too. Just take a look at a 
few of the types of people Jesus 
describes as blessed: the poor in 
spirit, the meek, those who 
mourn, those who are insulted or 
persecuted, and those who have 
people falsely saying all kinds of 
evil things about them because of 
Jesus. These individuals are blessed 
because, Jesus explains, those who 
mourn will be comforted; those 
who are insulted, persecuted and 
slandered will have a great reward 

WE’RE BLESSED! 

What if I’m going abroad 
for the fall, but I want to 
live with my friend when I 
return? 
Ideally, you’ll be able to find 
someone to live in your spot 
during the fall semester who will 
be leaving for the spring 
semester.  However, sometimes 
students don’t know yet if they’ll 
be gone for the spring semester 
and unfortunately you cannot 

save an empty spot so you may not 
be able to arrange this.  Students 
can change spots at the end of the 
semester, so if a room or spot 
becomes open at the end of the 
semester you may be able to figure 
out a way to live with your friend 
when you return. 
 
How many credits does a 
group have to have to get into 
an apartment? 
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It varies from year to year, 
but here are the credit totals 
for the last group to get a one 
bedroom apartment: 
2008—264 credits 
2009—204 credits 
2010—287 credits 
And the last group to get a  
2 bedroom apartment: 
2008—315 credits 
2009—340 credits 
2010—345 credits 



 

Each year students who live in 
special interest housing report that 
their year in a special interest 
house was the best on-campus 

living experience they have 
had.  These houses are for 
rising juniors & seniors who 
want to intentionally learn 
about a specific topic by living 

together.  House members are expected to read, discuss and practice the 
things they are learning about related to their house theme.   There are eight 
houses on and around the perimeter of our campus, so about 50 students get 
to take part in this experience each year.  As you may already know there are 
long standing programs (i.e., Rafiki  House & Restoration House) & we 
encourage you to apply for one of those programs or submit a program 
proposal of your own.   
 

An informational meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 16 at 6 or 9 
p.m. (both meetings are the same) in Alexander Auditorium, Frey 110  for 
anyone who is potentially interested in living in a special interest house for the 
2011-12 year.  The students who currently live in special interest houses will 
be talking about their experiences and Rhonda Good will also explain what 

the requirements are and 
how the application process 
works.   
 

The S.A.L.T. House 
(Serving And Living 
Together) that is located in 
downtown Harrisburg will 
also be represented at the 
meeting.  Craig Dalen and 
some current S.A.L.T. 
House residents will also 
talk about their experience 
at  S.A.L.T. House and the 
application process to live 
there.   
   

A link to the applications for 
special interest houses are 
available on the home page 
of the Res Life website and 
the applications are due on 
February 28, 2011. 

Disability Services.   
Students who apply 

for medical housing must 
provide specific documentation 
from a psychologist/
psychiatrist, doctor, physician 
assistant or comparable 
professional.  An online 

You may not be aware that if 
you have a physical, 
psychological or health 
impairment you may request 
special housing arrangements 
through the Office of 

application for medical 
housing is available on the 
Disability Services website.  
Medical housing requests 
must be resubmitted every 
year.  All Applications are 
due on  Friday, March 4, 
2011. 

SPECIAL INTEREST HOUSING AND  

THE S.A.L.T. HOUSE 

Medical Housing 
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The residence halls will be 
closed over spring break, 
however the apartment and 
satellite houses will be open to 
students who put in a request 

to stay on campus during the week.   If you are 
staying on campus for spring break and you live in 
an apartment or satellite house you MUST fill out 

the online Spring Break housing request form.  If you 
live in a residence hall you may stay in the apartment 
of a friend, AFTER you have filled out the online 
Spring Break housing request form and your friend 
has granted you permission to stay.  The Spring 
Break housing request form can be found on the 
Messiah College Residence Life website under 
Forms.   

Spring Break 



Mentoring seems to be a popular buzz 
word these days.  Fortunately, you are 
in a great place to meet people who have 
life experience and insight that can be a 
real help to you at this point in your 
journey.  As one who has been both a 
mentor and a mentee I can tell you that 
the mentoring relationship can be life 
changing or it can be a complete drag.  
While I’m no expert on mentoring there 
are a few things I’ve learned over the 
years that may give you a better 
mentoring experience.   

First, mentoring works best if you 
naturally connect with the person who is 
mentoring you.  Sometimes mentors get 
assigned or are randomly chosen and 
those can work well, but the best 
mentoring relationship happens when 
there is some natural connection. 

 

Secondly, if you have 
identified someone that 
you already have a natural 
connection with and 
you’d like to be mentored 
by, it is up to you to 
approach the person and 
ask if he/she would 
mentor you.  Be as clear 
as you can about how 
often you’d like to meet 
and if there are specific 
skills or issues you’d like 
to discuss.   

Lastly as you are being mentored 
it is your responsibility to come 
to your meetings prepared to talk 
and ask questions about the things 
you want to learn about and be 
challenged in.  Sometimes you 
may just wish to process an idea 
or event and a mentor is a great 
person to do that with.  You, 
however, need to be the one to 
bring up the topic.  Your mentor 
cannot read your mind and won’t 
know what topics are the most 
helpful to you. 

Having a mentor who knows you, 
cares about you and can challenge 
you can make a significant 
difference in your college career 
and your life.  If you haven’t 
considered mentoring I encourage 
you to think about if there is 
someone in your life who could 
fill this role for you. 

transfer floors in a 
building connected to a 
complex, while 
minimizing the number 
of supplemental triples. 
This is especially 
significant for the spring 
semester because on-
campus spring 
enrollment generally 
drops by about 100 
students, however most 
of the students who leave 
are upper class students, 
so the result is that there 
are lots of empty spaces 
in upper class housing, 
but there are still many 

As of fall 2011, Bittner 
will be a first year 
hall and include two 
floors of first year 
students and two floors 
of transfers.  Hess will 
be an upper class 
women’s hall and 
Sollenberger will be 
an upper class co-ed 
hall. 
 

Factors that influenced 
the decision to make this 
change include a 
commitment to having 
transfer floors each year 
and the desire to have the  

supplemental triples for 
first year students.   
 

Positive outcomes of this 
change include residence 
halls will be paired with 
an apartment building that 
is closer in proximity and 
will allow better access 
for check-in/check-out 
and easier access to the 
Residence Life Staff.  The 
new pairings would be:  
Miller/Fry, Hess/Kelly, 
Solly/Mellinger and 
Grantham/Smith.  Also,  
Hess being an all female 
hall would allow Miller 
and Hess to potentially 
partner more as brother/

W ISHING FOR A MENTOR? 

SWITCHING HESS & B ITTNER 

MENTORING IS A 

BRAIN TO PICK, AN 

EAR TO LISTEN, AND 

A PUSH IN THE 

RIGHT DIRECTION.  

JOHN C. CROSBY  

SECTION 3 VOLUME 1 , ISSUE 1 

sister buildings.  This is 
a request we often 
receive and the location 
and similarity of these 
buildings and floor sizes 
create a natural 
partnership. 
 

Potential challenges as a 
result of this change 
include the loss  or 
relocation of traditions 
and floor-themes in 
Hess (such as the 
Bruderhof and 
Friedenhof); also, Hess 
rooms are smaller than 
Bittner rooms and Hess 
does not have any quad 
rooms. 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/johnccros137546.html


HOUSING ALREADY?!?   

2011 HOUSING TIMELINE & EXPLANATION NOTES 

SECTION 4 

Friday, March 4 Medical Housing applications due   
   Students requiring special housing accommodations due to physical,  
   psychological, or health impairments may request special arrangements 
   through the Office of Disability Services.   The medical housing  
   application is available at www.messiah.edu/offices/disability/ 
   student_info/special_housing.html  

Monday,   Housing Sign-up Information will be available;  
March 7  Housing Survey and Contracts available to sign  
   on Housebook  
   Before you can sign up for any housing (including Philly, Harrisburg, special interest houses,  
   study abroad) you will need to sign a housing contract and fill out a brief housing survey.  After 
   you sign the housing contract you will also be given your credit total and your PIN number.   

March 24-25  Online verification for one bedroom apartments 
   The verification process will take place on Housebook. Any groups who wish to live in a one  
   bedroom apartment will need to sign on to Housebook and submit their name & PIN number as 
   well as their roommates names & PIN Numbers.  One (or more) member of the group will need  
   to come to apartment signups in Brubaker on March 27 to choose a one bedroom apartment. 

Sunday, March 27 Spring Forward 7:00-9:00pm  
   Rooms & apartments in the upper class residence halls  & apartments will be open for students to 
   check out in order to make an informed selection during housing sign-ups.  Spring Forward is  
   supposed to align with the daylight savings time change, but this year the time change occurs  
   over Spring Break, so this event has been rescheduled to a day when students are on campus. 

Mon., March 28 One Bedroom Apartment Sign-Ups in Parmer Cinema 

March 28-29  Online verification for two bedroom apartments 
   See explanation under verification for one bedroom apartments, March 24—25 

Wed., March 30  Two Bedroom Apartment Sign-ups in Parmer Cinema    

Mon., April 11 Housebook opens for room sign-ups based on credit levels   

Residence Life Office—207 Eisenhower, 717.796.5239 
www.messiah.edu/offices/residence_life 

S.A.L.T. House & Special Interest Housing Timeline 

Wed., February 16 Special Interest and S.A.L.T. (Harrisburg) Housing Info Night 6 & 9 p.m. 
   In Frey 110 (Alexander Auditorium)  For more details about this meeting see the blurb 
   at the top of section two about special interest  housing and the S.A.L.T. House 
 

Mon., February 28 Special Interest and S.A.L.T. (Harrisburg) Housing Applications due  
   Applications are available at www.messiah.edu/offices/residence_life/housing_options/sih.html 
 

Mon., March 21  Special Interest and S.A.L.T. Housing Invitation Letters go out by email  
 

Wed., March 23 Special Interest and S.A.L.T. Housing acceptance forms due   
   from students who were invited to live in these places 


