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Letter from the Editor  

By: Katie Taylor 

 If you live anywhere close to 
Philadelphia, I am sure that you have seen 
and heard the ad campaign boasting that 
ĶPhillyĴs better overnight.ķ  Each time I 
saw or heard this prior to coming to 
MCPC, I spent a second wondering how 
on earth spending a night could really en-
hance my experience of the city.  I visit 
places like NYC and Philadelphia fairly 
often, and each time I am ready to head 
home after a long day of walking.  Truth-
fully, the thought of staying even longer 
used to turn me off when all I really 
wanted was to return to the peacefulness of 
homeĲand besides, all the crime happens 
at night, right?  Not exactly the best mar-
keting strategy IĴve ever seen. 

  Since coming to MCPC, my 
mindset has changedĲ I donĴt go home; I 
am home.   These streets, buildings, and 
people are now mine.  I willingly replaced 
acres of rolling hills with sidewalks and 
streets; herds of cows with seas of people; 
the sound of crickets with sirens.   And 
though I have been here for a short time, 
IĴve learned an important lesson already; 
the commercials arenĴt lyingĲPhilly really 
is better when you stay overnight (or in 
my case, 112 nights).    
 There is something about itĲan 
element that is hard to describe, but that 
the commercials try to capture.  It is the 
sounds, the city buzz, the rush, the lights.  
It is that the city never sleepsĲ and 
though I am often tucked away comforta-
bly in my bedĲ there is an unexplained 
comfort in knowing that all around me, 
life is still happening. I am learning that 
this city has so much more to give than 
concert venues, coffeehouses and shop-
ping.  It is the 6th largest city in our nation, 
with over 1.5 million residents in the im-
mediate city each carrying with them a 
unique story to tell.  It is a city made up of 
neighborhoodsĲeach with their own per-
sonality.  Shakespeare wrote in one of his 

plays, Ķwhat is the city, but the people; 
true, the people are the city.ķ  And I think 
this is perhaps at the core of why Philadel-
phia really is better if you stay overnight; 
because you get to truly experience the 
people.  Whether on the subway, walking 
the streets, dining in a restaurant, or sitting 
in Rittenhouse Square, you will find peo-
ple all around 
you.  And 
while the 
attractions 
and events are 
undeniably 
fantastic, it is 
the people, I 
believe, that 
are the great-
est thing 
Philadelphia has to offer.   I encourage you 
to take a trip here and pay attention to the 
people rather than the bustleĲ to listen to 
the stories rather than the noise.  And 
donĴt forget your pajamas, because I 
promise it really is better overnight! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Friday  

By: Annie Chase 

 For the informed art critic and 
the curious city newcomer alike, the first 
Friday of every month evokes a simple yet 
lively Philadelphian intrigue. As new resi-
dents of the city, MCPC students found 
their way to the area of 2nd and Arch 
Streets to enjoy the sights and sounds on 
September 3.  

A one-man band on the corner of 
2nd and Market drew spectators to watch 
his rhythmical set. With a guitar over his 
shoulder and a drum stick fastened to his 
thigh, he engaged his audience with the 
circus- like fun of his performance. Crowds 

cycled in and out of modern art galleries 
and vintage book and record stores as 
students brushed shoulders with comi-
cally-adorned passersby. One street ven-
dor displayed his ironic, cartoonish de-
piction of animal ĶWannabes.ķ The 
artistĴs brilliant concept of one creature 
in the disguise of another provoked the 
chuckle of more than one viewer oddly 
pleased by a koala bear turtle impostor 
and a cricket sandwiched between the 
head and haunches of a brachiosaurus. 
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Biking Adventures with Chrissy  

By: Chrissy Gelok  

 When it comes to transportation in Philadelphia, riding a 
bicycle is one of the most efficient (and fun) ways to get around the 
city. However, for those of you who are used to biking in rural or 
suburban areas, city biking is a different animal altogether. As a curi-
ous newbie to cycling in the city, I decided to enlist the help of 
Brandon Hoover, an avid Philadelphia biker, to offer some helpful 
information.   
On a scale of Ķleisurelyķ to certain deathķ how treacherous is 
biking here? 
*Laughs*. If Ķleisurelyķ is 1 and Ķcertain deathķ is 10, IĴd say about a 
4. ItĴs not too bad if you know what youĴre doing. But I will say 
that there are ways to bike that are leisurely and there are ways that 
will lead to certain death. 
And IĴve seen both! But on a serious note, how long have 
you been biking? 
I started biking in my Junior year of college, so since about 2006. 
But I was biking then in the suburbs near Eastern University. And I 
usually stayed off main streets. Biking in the suburbs is still nerve-
wracking.  
So how is biking in Philadelphia different? 
Well, I had never biked in Philadelphia when we moved here in 
January. I was very nervous at first. In fact, the first time it took me 
about 30 minutes to gather myself before I left. *Laughs* But I think 
cycling is a fantastic way to interact with the city. If there was a way 
to make Philly cleaner and more sustainable, cycling is the way to 
do it. ThereĴs something about being able to interact on a bike with 
the neighborhood that youĴre biking through that you donĴt get 
with a car. 
How accommodating are the cars to cyclers?  
I wouldnĴt say theyĴre accommodating but rather that theyĴre used 

to them.  
What are your favorite places 
to bike?  
Fairmount Park. I bike to work 
through that park. There arenĴt 
too many cars, and itĴs wooded. 
My other favorite place is Center 
City. In the areas where there 
isnĴt a bike lane, you just act like a 
car because then you almost 
never get hit or sideswiped.  
What advice would you give 
to beginners?  
First and foremost, wear a helmet. 
I canĴt stress it enough. With 
what IĴve seen, what IĴve heard- 
IĴve seen a kidĴs life saved because 

he was wearing a helmet. Second, be confident. Build your confi-
dence slowly. ItĴs okay to do it slowly. The best way to do that is to 
stay on side roads: 12th street, 11th street, Spring Garden. Try bik-
ing down to the Art Museum.  
 

What about biking on sidewalks? Or weaving through car 
traffic? 
ItĴs actually illegal to bike on sidewalks. And weaving through 
cars is not necessarily   NOT  allowed. IĴve done it. In fact, I was 
out with a friend and we were coming back up     11th on our 
bikes and through Chinatown it gets pretty backed up around 
4:00 in the afternoon. So we were weaving through cars and we 
weaved right up to a cop car. And he was just staring at us 
through his mirror, *Laughs*, so we stopped behind him, not sure 
if we were supposed to go, and he just says Ķdo you want to go?ķ 
so we said Ķthank you!ķ and went through.  
I donĴt think you should though, because cars get ticked and I 
donĴt think it improves the relationship with them. ItĴs perfectly 
fine to sit there and wait. The only time I will go around a car is if 
I have room on the shoulder. 
That makes sense. Any final words of advice for those in-
terested in cycling in the city? 
Try it! Just try it. ItĴs a semester of new things for so many stu-
dents and cycling is another aspect of city life. I personally think 
itĴs one of the greater aspects- the ability to  move in a short 
amount of time. It gives you the freedom of a car in the suburbs 
without the hassle of parking in the city. The freedom that you 
have with a bike is that you are able to move about Philadelphia 
at your leisure, at your pace and you can do it relatively safely.  

Images via Google Images 
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Mural Arts Program  

By: Katie Santa Ana 

The Mural Arts ProgramĴs ĶPalette of Core Valuesķ has more 
idealism than a recent Christian convert. Take this phrasing: ĶArt 
heals, art unites, and art changes minds in a convincing fashion. Art 
drives the agenda. Great art is never silent, can't be ignored, and serves 
poorly the status quo.ķ Now insert ĶJesusķ instead of Ķart.ķ I especially 
like the last sentence where it becomes ĶGreat Jesus.ķ Or what about 
the idealist vision: Ķwhat drives us is the opportunity to help life tri-
umph over the forces of despair.ķ As someone who grew up deeply 
steeped in evangelical 
Christian culture and all 
the passionate phrases 
that entails, I couldnĴt 
help but notice the par-
allels. And judging by all 
the amazing efforts the 
Mural Arts Program has 
made to live out these 
values, apparently Chris-
tians donĴt have a mo-
nopoly on service to 
community. 

The Mural Arts 
Program started living 
out their values back in 
1984, when the program 
was still part of the Anti-
Graffiti Network of 
Philadelphia. Jane 
Golden was the muralist 
hired to lead this effort, 
which she did by turning 
to the graffiti subculture of Philly for support. From this unharnessed 
creative energy she pulled the artists from the streets to become the 
muralists of Philadelphia. In 1996, this program officially became the 
Mural Arts Program. Over 3,000 murals later, they have instilled pride 
in areas that needed something to be proud of and expanded to in-
clude art education programming for at- risk youth and prisoners.  

For us here at MCPC, Ķreconciliationķ is an oft used 
word from our Christian vocabulary list. For me, I see recon-
ciliation occurring here in Philadelphia through the Mural 
Arts Program. The Mural Bridging the Gap by Carl Willis 
Humphrey depicts in paint the desire for reconciliation be-
tween two groups: the resident African American group of 
Southwest Philadelphia and West African immigrants who 
moved there. Just a few years ago in 2007, tensions were run-
ning high betweens these groups over their common urban 
space. The mural project became an attempt to diffuse these 
tensions, surmount the differences of the two groups and find 

commonalities by 
showing the difficult 
stories of both these 
communities and how 
they overcome them. It 
is important to note 
that these ideas did not 
come from the mural-
ist, but from the com-
munity workshops or-
ganized to discuss the 
mural. Reconciliation 
between these two 
groups did not end 
with the completion of 
the mural in 2008, but 
is an ongoing conversa-
tion that is continually 
inspired by the sight of 
a work of art created 
for and by this commu-
nity. 
To see this mural and 

others created by the Mural Arts Program, you can visit their 
website which has an entire explorer program with images of 
the murals as well as information about the creation process at 
http://explorer.muralarts.org/#/browse. They also have a bi-
annual newsletter called Off the Wall with more details of the 
current work going on here in Philadelphia in the name of the 
ideal, hope, and truth that ĶArt Saves Lives.ķ 
 

Image via Google Images 

 
First Friday continued from page 1 

Students also took note of the immense history and 
character of Philadelphia while peering over the fence sur-
rounding the Betsy Ross home and pointing out 18th cen-
tury dates on brick buildings. Murals stood out as an em-
blem of city pride and the color scheme of a particular row 
of homes seemed to reflect the Autumn palette found in 
Wes AndersonĴs film, Fantastic Mr. Fox. With many more 
adventures to anticipate in the city, the studentsĴ night came 
to a close with a brief fireworks display near PennĴs Landing 
and a ride on the subway back to their North Broad home. 
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Movie Corner: A Testament to the Human 

Spirit  

By: Chris Vasaturo 

 In 1994, director Frank Darabont released a film that 
changed the way the movie business views films. This movie 
looked inside the mind of an accused criminal as he struggled for 
justice from inside the prison walls.  If that doesnĴt clue you into 
the movie I am referring to, then you are exactly the person that I 
feel needs to read this article. The movie is The Shawshank Re-
demption, and I think you need to give it the chance to change 
you the way it has changed so many of its viewers.  
 I am sure now that the title is revealed many of you 
reading this are having the same reaction, ĶOh yea, I have heard 
of that, never seen it though, itĴs supposed to be really good, 
right?ķ  Enter the land of Shawshank for a few moments with me.  
When asked why a prisoner is serving time, the usual response is, 
ĶLawyer screwed me,ķ or ĶIĴm innocentķ. But not Morgan Free-
manĴs Red, a new friend of our psychologically struggling main 
character, Andy Dufresne. RedĴs response to the question is un-
usualĲhe claims, ĶIĴm the only guilty man in Shawshank.ķ 
Andy, on the other hand, sticks with the innocent plea like the 
hundreds of convicted felons confined to Shawshank before him. 
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The contrast between these two characters is what really 
drives the story. A central motif in the film is that whether a 
convict is innocent or guilty, we are drawn to care for them. 
In some of the prisonersĴ cases, like Andy and RedĴs, we want 
them to be innocent even if we know they are not. Viewers 
are led to believe that people can change, and that no man 
really deserves a life in prison. We are brought into this for-
eign world unfamiliar to most viewers, and we are taught 
about the things that these lovable characters do to occupy 
their time, the struggles they meet, their ambitions for the 
future, and their regrets about their pasts. 
 The Shawshank Redemption not only captivates 
viewers for the 142 minutes they are watching, but it also 
challenges them to carry the questions raised in the movie into 
their everyday lives. I say this now because since its release 
date, Shawshank has become a hot topic for many film con-
noisseurs. It was originally nominated for seven Academy 
Awards, however, it did not win a single one. I believe it is 
important to note this fact because it was not even an immedi-
ate hit by the Academy, so it may take a second glance to fully 
appreciate the film. I am asking you to be patient and go back 
to it a second time if the first viewing left you unimpressed. 
Since people have realized its true value, The Shawshank Re-
demption has gone down in history as one of the greatest films 
ever made, sitting at number 72 on The American Film Insti-
tuteĴs top 100 movies list. 
 Images via Google Images 
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Letters From A Young TeacherÜ 

By: Liz Arnold  

 During my time at Temple this semester, I have a task 
far more difficult than reading responses and online quizzes; 
there are 24 unique names that I have to memorize, and I have 
to do it fast. This semester, I am spending my field experience 
just a Ķhop, skip, and a jumpķ behind the MCPC facility. Duck-
rey Elementary school is a vibrant and exciting community that I 
get to be involved in. Throughout this semester, IĴll be sharing 
the hilarious, exciting, frustrating, and rewarding moments that 
go into being in a 2nd grade classroom in Philadelphia.  
 I have spent approximately two weeks in the classroom 
and I already love it. ItĴs the first time that I am actually excited to 
hop out of bed when my alarm goes off at 7:00 in the morning, 
despite any lack of sleep. Each day brings new stories, conflicts, 
and lessons. To hear students say, ĶMiss Liz, you better not go 
home anytime soonķ makes my day. 
 So far, IĴve learned that I should call Maurice ĶQuail-
Manķ, Khisser enjoys a good high-five and then three specific 
Ķair-fivesķ, Simayya will give you attitude if you accidentally call 
her ĶSinayyaķ, and over the weekend, Kevin Ķwent to Hawaiiķ, 
surfed, and returned to school with his homework done.  IĴve 
always been fascinated by the way kids think, and they really do 
say the funniest things. Isaiah saw my ring on my right ring finger 
and said ĶMiss Liz, youĴre MARRIED?!ķ I quickly explained that 
only if it was on my left ring finger would I be married. He 
quickly responded and said ĶOh good, I was worried...ķ It seems 
that if I was married, it might have been the end of IsaiahĴs world.  
 The most excited I get in the classroom is when the stu-
dents are eager to accomplish a large goal. For example, on Friday 
everybody took a spelling test. At the end of the day, the students 
who scored 80-100% on their tests were able to pick out a prize 
and put their name on a star and hang it on the ĶSpelling Starsķ 
board. After a name was called, the students were loudly cheering 
and clapping for each and every peer. The joy radiated all around the classroom because they were genuinely excited for their 

classmates who were Spelling Stars, even if they themselves 
were not. It is in these little moments that I find God working 
in special ways in room 124.  
 A rewarding situation caught me off guard last Fri-
day. Matthew is a particularly shy boy, who will not talk to 
anyone. If you ask him a question, it is required that you get 
down to his level to hear as he mumbles an answer. He has a 
speech impediment that can be daunting, therefore he chooses 
to keep quiet. I was told that it would take a long time to hear 
from him, and that I shouldnĴt hold my breath.  However, at 
the end of the day on Friday while all the students were leav-
ing class, he stopped me and went on a roll. ĶMiss Liz this 
weekend IĴm going to watch PokÇmon, then IĴm going to 
play with my cards, and then my sister will want to watch her 
show, but I donĴt like that show, oh yeah and I...ķ I stood 
there in awe. He was smiling, giggling, and talking like it was 
going out of style! You could tell he felt so free and relaxed 
and it brought me so much joy that day.  It is crazy how much 
little things like that can turn around a cloudy day!  Photos via Liz Arnold 
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Liz Arnold and Annie Chase compete in Wel-
come Week Minute- to- Win- it games. 
Via Liz Arnold 

Maria Toews enjoys Phileo 
Yogurt on South St.  
Via Annie Chase Ch
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Annie Chase, Valerie Kilgannon, Katie Tay-
lor, and Maria Toews at Pennĵs Landing 
during scavenger hunt. 
Via Annie Chase Evonne De Jong at the Magic 

Garden on South St. 
Via Ashley Dearstyne 

Megan Marcus, Jen Reed, 
and Ashley Dearstyne enjoy 
a Temple football game 
Via Ashley Dearstyne 
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