Feminine and Masculine Linguistic Comparison in Team Sport through Notre
Dame University’s Media News Archives
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Latent Gendered Linguistics

It was noted that the most used verb throughout was
“earned”. This specific verb was used at a total of fourteen times.
For the verb, “earned” to be used in almost every article written
about female athletes could have potential to suggest that the
actions completed by these female athletes occurred by
happenstance. To use the verb “earned” has the potential to
insinuate the successful performance these female athletes
presented was simply a fluke or occurred by chance. Another
seemingly interesting verb that was chosen to describe female
athletes play was “flirted”. To flirt is to attempt to attract
someone, usually in lighthearted intent. What does flirting have
to do with sport? Used a total of five times, this verb choice
could be viewed many different ways; however, would end up
eluding to the fact that by using this verb, the writer is
insinuating that female athletes should not be taken seriously.
This feminine word is directly depicting female athletes as
carefree, buoyant, relaxed women who are unable to handle the
gravity of athletics.

The most used verb for males was “dominated”, which was
used a total of eight times. This was followed by carried (7), cut
(7), built (6), force (6), and hit (5). Other verbs that were of
frequent use were exploded, powered, ripped, heave, monster,
controlled, rocketed, capture, fought, and grabbed amongst
many others. These latent masculinity verb choices lend the
reader a tool to begin viewing these male athletes as extremely
physical and capable creatures.

A Double Standard

After coding the prescribed data set, it is clear
that adjectives used for female athletes were
exceedingly generic. Its incomprehensible why
media would portray an athlete as “nice” or “shy”,
but when it comes to female athletes, there tends
to be a double standard. Woven in these
depictions by media is an athlete who is
characterized by attributes such as toughness and
strength. However, a female athlete needs to
demonstrate graceful strength and elegant
toughness. The generic, submissive adjectives
examined in this study that were used for female
athletes verified this double standard.

Diversely, male athletes are then reassured and
solidified through sport what society has told
them all along. Masculinity is characterized by
qgualities that sport “naturally” possesses.
Therefore, while it is abnormal for a woman to
desire “lethal”, “heroic”, and “thunderous”
attributes, male athletes find it comforting to be
reassured of these messages that are shown
through media. On the contrary, female athletes
must find a way to display these athletic qualities
in a polished, sophisticated way in which society
accepts.

Reflection

Overemphasizing Qualifications of
Female Athletes

Singling out specific players was a code throughout.
Female athletes were rightly so being accredited for their
athletic achievements, but being recognized in a way in
which the reader blatantly knew which female received
what statistic. One could easily infer that without the
oblivion of it all, it would be difficult for media to
persuade society into thinking women are more than
competent athletes. Whereas, throughout the articles,
the mention of an individual male athlete brought about
a depiction of team cohesion within their sport and
assumed proficiency of each individual male within that
sport.

The mention of a national ranking was also a code
throughout the data. Out of all fifteen articles regarding
female athletics, thirteen possessed the mention of a
national ranking. Contrast to the fifteen articles
pertaining male athletics, only five contained any
mention of a national ranking while the other ten did not.

In a sense, one could say that the illustration of this
theme comes from the need to convince readers, and
society in general, that female athletes are capable of
athletic achievement. Where it is assumed that males are
more than equipped in the realm of athletics, it is needed
for media to overemphasize the qualifications of female
athletes.

Conclusion

Structural Disparities

Various headers throughout different articles were
labeled and assigned to particular sports that could be
perceived as gender discrimination. Women’s soccer
contained bullet-pointed “Notes” to end there. Men’s
soccer, however, consisted of these “Notes” as well as
“Player of the Game” and “Stat of the Game”. Three out
of the five articles for women’s basketball only entailed a
summary of the game without any suffix heading. The
other two articles included “Notes” and “Stat of the
Match”. Out of all five articles on the men’s side, “Notes”,
“Stat of the Match”, and “Coach’s Take” were all a given.
Women'’s lacrosse contained suffix headings such as
“Notable numbers”, “Coach’s Thoughts” and “Players
Thoughts”. On the other hand, men’s lacrosse pointed to
“Attacking Player of the Game”, “Stat of the Game”,
“Notes”, “Player of the Game” and “Goal of the Game”.

Headings in the men’s articles such as these point
heavily toward accrediting individual male athletes with
being the best of the best. A certain play they exercised
was the best of the game, or a particular shot they made
nobody could top. This eludes to a masculine lens that
readers are obliged to view the article through. On the
other hand, headings of the women’s articles shape a
feminine lens that the reader is forced to look through as
well. Although women within the articles are given a
voice by being heard through interviews after the game,
they are not being acknowledged for achieving the best
statistic of the game like male’s are.




