
FALL NEWSLETTER - OCTOBER 2025

M e s s i a h  U n i v e r s i t y

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S o c i a l  W o r k

T a b l e  o f  C o n t e n t s

Letter  f rom the  Chai r…2 

Club Informat ion…3

Fie ld  Instructor
Spot l ight . . .8

Welcome Back Par ty…4

CWEB Scholarship…6

CEU Offer ings…7

Grant  Update. . .9

Enhancement  Fund…5

p.1



D r .  L i n g  D i n s e

M S W ,  L S W

L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  C h a i r

T h e  2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 6  a c a d e m i c  y e a r  i s  i n  f u l l
s w i n g ,  a n d  t h e  c a m p u s  h a s  c o m e  a l i v e  w i t h
s t u d e n t s ’  c h a t t e r  a n d  l a u g h t e r .  T h e  s o c i a l
w o r k  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  e x c i t e d  t o  w e l c o m e  a
n e w  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  w h o  h a v e  a n s w e r e d
t h e  c a l l  t o  p u r s u e  t h e  s o c i a l  w o r k
p r o f e s s i o n .  T h e  r i s e  i n  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  i s s u e s
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  a g i n g  p o p u l a t i o n s ,
a n d  t h e  o n g o i n g  o p i o i d  c r i s i s  c o n t i n u e  t o
i m p a c t  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e  f e d e r a l
g o v e r n m e n t ’ s  b u d g e t  c u t s  a r e  a f f e c t i n g  t h e
m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  s o c i e t y . T h e
U . S .  B u r e a u  o f  L a b o r  S t a t i s t i c s '  ( 2 0 2 5 )  l a t e s t
d a t a  p r o j e c t s  7 4 , 0 0 0  j o b  o p e n i n g s  f o r  s o c i a l
w o r k e r s  e a c h  y e a r  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  d e c a d e .
T h e r e  i s  a n  u r g e n t  n e e d  f o r  c o m p e t e n t
s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  t o  m e e t  t h e  g r o w i n g  d e m a n d
i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .
O u r  s o c i a l  w o r k  s t u d e n t s  a r e  p u r s u i n g  a  w o r t h y  p r o f e s s i o n  t o  f i l l  t h e  g a p
i n  m e e t i n g  t h e  n e e d s  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .
A s  a  d e p a r t m e n t  c h a i r ,  I  h a v e  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  h e a r i n g  o u r  s o c i a l  w o r k
s t u d e n t s ’  p e r s o n a l  s t o r i e s .  O u r  s t u d e n t s  c h a l l e n g e d  s t e r e o t y p e s  a b o u t  t h e i r
g e n e r a t i o n  a n d  a r e  t h o u g h t f u l ,  j u s t i c e - d r i v e n ,  g e n e r o u s ,  a n d  f i n a n c i a l l y
r e s p o n s i b l e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  F i n a n c i a l  s t r e s s  i s  o f t e n  t h e  b i g g e s t  o b s t a c l e  f o r
o u r  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  s o c i a l  w o r k  e d u c a t i o n  j o u r n e y .  M a n y  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s
w o r k  o v e r  2 0  h o u r s  a  w e e k  t o  p a y  t h e i r  t u i t i o n  w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  h i g h
g r a d e  p o i n t  a v e r a g e  ( G PA ) .  O n e  o f  m y  m a i n  g o a l s  t h i s  y e a r  i s  t o  c o n n e c t
m o r e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  s c h o l a r s h i p  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  l e s s e n  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l
b u r d e n .  W e  a r e  t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
P i t t s b u r g h ’s  C h i l d  W e l f a r e  E d u c a t i o n  f o r  B a c c a l a u r e a t e s  ( C W E B )  p r o g r a m .
T h e  C W E B  p r o g r a m  o f f e r s  o u r  s e n i o r  s o c i a l  w o r k  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e
p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  t h e  c h i l d  w e l f a r e  f i e l d  a  t u i t i o n - f r e e  s e n i o r  y e a r .  T h e
d e p a r t m e n t  a l s o  c r e a t e d  t h e  S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n  E n h a n c e m e n t  F u n d  t o
h e l p  c o v e r  t r a v e l  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s t u d e n t s ’  f i e l d  p r a c t i c e .
M e s s i a h  U n i v e r s i t y ’s  s o c i a l  w o r k  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t r a i n i n g
f a i t h - i n t e g r a t e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  t o  s h a r e  t h e  m e s s a g e  o f  J e s u s ’  l o v e  t o
o u r  h u r t i n g  w o r l d .  W e  a r e  g r a t e f u l  t o  m a n y  o f  y o u  w h o  h a v e  i n v e s t e d  i n
o u r  s t u d e n t s  b y  g i v i n g  y o u r  t i m e ,  s h a r i n g  y o u r  e x p e r t i s e ,  o r  c o n t r i b u t i n g
t o  v a r i o u s  s c h o l a r s h i p  f u n d s .  T H A N K  Y O U  f o r  y o u r  o n g o i n g  p a r t n e r s h i p  i n
t r a i n i n g  c o m p e t e n t  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s .  W e  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  d o n e  i t  w i t h o u t
y o u !
G r a c e  a n d  p e a c e ,

Ling
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S o c i a l  w o r k  c l u b

P h i  A l p h a  H o n o r  S o c i e t y

 Phi  A lpha is  a  nat ional  honor
society  that  was created to
connect  socia l  work  students
through serv ice ,  professional
development ,  and common
humani tar ian  goals .  You can apply
to  be  in  Phi  A lpha the  spr ing  of
your  sophomore year.

Pres ident  -  Selah  Sto lzfus
Vice  Pres ident  -  Sarah Di l ls
Secretary  -  Mar iah  For tney
Treasurer  -  E l la  Newel l

The Socia l  Work  Club ex ists  to
create  a  fa i th- integrated  and
re lat ional  community  to  suppor t
Messiah  socia l  work  students  in
thei r  educat ion  t ra in ing  in  becoming
compassionate  wor ld  changers.The
club hosts  regular  events  such as
welcome back events ,  s tudy
sessions ,  and prayer  walks  to
prov ide  an  oppor tuni ty  for  socia l
work  students  to  engage wi th  peers
and facul ty.

Pres ident  -  Abby Davis
Vice  Pres ident  -  Ry lee  Eastr idge
Peer  Mentor  Coordinators  -  I la iza
Vargas and Ayva Sechman
Prayer  Chapla in  -  Maggie  Pettus
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Facul ty  and students  f rom the  socia l
work  depar tment  k icked off  the

semester  in  the  best  way we know how -
community,  laughter,  and a  socia l  work
bingo!  This  evening was a  great  t ime of

fe l lowship.  We can’ t  wai t  to  see  what  the
new semester  has  in  s tore !

S o c i a l  W o r k  W e l c o m e

B a c k  P a r t y

S a v e  t h e  D a t e :  

Socia l  Work  Mix  &  Mingle
October  9  
8 :00-9:30 am
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Recip ients  of  th is  fund wi l l  receive  the  award  in  addi t ion  to
other  forms of  f inancia l  a id  deta i led  in  the  rec ip ient ’s
f inancia l  a id  package,  which  is  determined by  the  Messiah
Univers i ty  F inancia l  A id  Off ice.  The award  is  considered for
one semester  and ass ists  students  wi th  the i r  f ie ld
placements  and other  out-of-pocket  expenses re lated  to
at ta in ing a  degree in  Socia l  Work.  We have 29 students
par t ic ipat ing  in  the  f ie ld  th is  semester !  Students  in  f ie ld
courses  can apply  for  $200/semester.  Your  f inancia l
contr ibut ions  suppor t  the  t ra in ing  of  the  next  generat ion  of
fa i th- integrated  socia l  workers  who share  the  love  of  Jesus
with  compassion and competency.

Please use th is  l ink  to  make a  tax-deduct ib le  contr ibut ion:

S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n

E n h a n c e m e n t  F u n d

Cl ick  here  to  donate  to  the  Socia l  Work
Enhancement  Fund
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C W E B  S c h o l a r s h i p

CWEB’s  goal  is  to  st rengthen publ ic  ch i ld  wel fare
serv ices  in  Pennsylvania  by  educat ing  and
armor ing undergraduate  socia l  worker  majors
interested in  a  dynamic  and exc i t ing  career  in
publ ic  ch i ld  wel fare  who are  enro l led  in  a
par t ic ipat ing  school  of  socia l  work.

H a n n a h  J e n k i n s
We are  exc i ted  to  congratu late  socia l
work  senior  Hannah Jenkins  on  being
awarded the  2025-2026 Chi ld  Welfare
Educat ion  for  Baccalaureates  (CWEB)
scholarship !  This  scholarship
provides  fu l l  tu i t ion  and fees  for  her
senior  year ,  a long wi th  a  st ipend and
book a l lowance.  
Congratu lat ions  Hannah!

Par t ic ipant  Benef i ts :
Ful ly  pa id  in-state  tu i t ion  and fees  for  your  senior  year
Fel lowship  payments  of  $600 a  month  for  8  months
Upon h i re  in  a  ch i ld  wel fare  agency:  A  bonus payment  of  $640 or
$2,200 i f  complet ing  Civ i l  Serv ice  Intern  posi t ion  (975 internship
hours)
$100 book a l lowance
Smooth t ransi t ion  f rom student  to  employee:  Tra in ing and chi ld
welfare  internships  are  h ighly  va lued by  count ies  looking for
caseworkers

Appl icat ion  Deadl ines:
Apr i l  30  for  Fa l l  admit tance
November  15 for  Spr ing  admit tance

Contact  your  school  socia l  work  facul ty  or  emai l  cwerp@pit t .edu for
deta i ls !

V i r tua l  Informat ion  Session October  16 f rom 9:30-10:30am
Go to  BSW Canvas for  zoom l ink
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W h a t  i s  a  C E U ?

F r e e  C E U  O f f e r i n g s

A CEU stands for  a  cont inuing educat ion  uni t !  A  competent  socia l
worker  pract ices  l i fe  long learn ing and CEU is  a  formal  method to
engage in  th is  pract ice.  A l l  s tates ,  such as  Pennsylvania ,  requi re

socia l  workers  to  rec ieve  cont inuing educat ion  credi ts  to  renew thei r
l icenses.  Usual ly  these credi ts  cost  money to  rec ieve  but  the

department  is  of fer ing  them to  socia l  workers  for  f ree!

W h a t  i s  s t u d e n t  i m p a c t ?

When students  at tend these sessions  they  can star t  developing
th is  d isc ip l ine  of  l i fe  long learn ing ,  rec ieve  professional  credi t ,

and be  able  to  network  wi th  socia l  workers  in  the  f ie ld .  

U p c o m i n g  D a t e s :
October  29 

L isa  Witmer ,  MSW LSW
Topic :  Rooted in  Resi l ience:

Understanding the  Body ’s  Response to
Trauma,  Creat ing  Safe  Spaces,  and

Explor ing  Sel f -Care  Pract ices
1 CEU

Vir tua l  -  12  to  1pm

November  12
Morgan Adams,  MSW

Topic :  Forensic  Interv iews  
1  CEU

Vir tua l  -  12  to  1pm

Register  wi th
the  QR Code!
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In  the  spr ing ,  we recognized our  Socia l
Work  F ie ld  Instructor  of  the  year.  Our
award  winner  is  an  outstanding mentor,
leader,  and steadfast  par tner  to  our
depar tment .

For  more  than 17 years ,  th is  rec ip ient  has  p layed a  p ivota l  ro le  in
shaping the  next  generat ion  of  socia l  workers ,  generously  invest ing
t ime,  wisdom,  and care  into  the  development  of  our  s tudents.
Er ic  Saunders  has  worked c losely  wi th  one to  three  students  each year,
both  at  the  sophomore and senior  levels ,  of fer ing  a  r ich ,  hands-on
learn ing exper ience rooted in  compassion ,  serv ice ,  and excel lence.
Er ic ’s  mentorship  has  consistent ly  gone above and beyond,  prov id ing
not  only  professional  guidance but  personal  encouragement  and
suppor t  that  leaves  a  last ing  mark  on  every  student  he  works  wi th .  He
is  a  va lued and t rusted  par tner  to  the  Messiah  Univers i ty  Socia l  Work
Depar tment ,  and embodies  the  very  hear t  of  our  miss ion—prepar ing
students  for  l ives  of  serv ice ,  leadership ,  and reconci l ia t ion  in  church
and society.
Er ic  Saunders  serves  as  the  Execut ive  Di rector  of  New Hope Minist r ies ,
where  h is  leadership  and commitment  to  community  impact  are  ev ident
every  day.
Please jo in  us  in  congratu lat ing  th is  year ’s  F ie ld  Instructor  of  the  Year !
We are  deeply  gratefu l  for  your  unwaver ing  commitment  to  our
students  and to  the  profession  of  socia l  work.  

Congratu lat ions  on  th is  wel l -deserved honor !

F i e l d  I n s t r u c t o r  A w a r d

E r i c  S a u n d e r s
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G r a n t  U p d a t e

Emi ly  Caul f ied ,  BSW Class  of  2025,
was awarded a  $5000 Spark  Grant  for

her  macro  pro ject ,  which  has  been
used by  She 's  Somebody 's  Daughter

(SSD)  to  h i re  Jenna Breon to  suppor t
SSD's  outreach minist ry.  

The miss ion  of  She 's  Somebody 's
Daughter  is  "eras ing l ines  of
separat ion  that  iso late  those

affected by  sexual  explo i tat ion."  

We are  so  exc i ted  to  see  Emi ly 's  hard
work  help  them to  fur ther  the i r  very

impor tant  miss ion!
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