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PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE
9:30am

Doors Open

10:00am

Mechanicsburg Middle School Percussion Ensemble

Ben Goldsboro, Director

10:30am

East Pennsboro JV Percussion Ensemble

Coleman Lidle, Director

11:00am

Messiah University MS Percussion Institute

Dr. Erik Forst, Director

12:00pm

Lunch

1:00pm

Featured Marimba Clinic

“Frequently Asked Questions”

Kevin Bobo

Professor of Percussion

Indiana University

2:15pm

East Pennsboro Varsity Percussion Ensemble

Coleman Lidle, Director



PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE

2:45pm

Mechanicsburg HS Percussion Ensemble

Ben Goldsboro, Director

3:15pm

Linganore High School Percussion Ensemble

Kevin Lloyd, Director

3:50pm

Chambersburg High School Steel Band

Nicole Albright, Director

4:25pm

Messiah University Honors Percussion Ensemble

Dr. Erik Forst, Director

5:00pm

Featured Performance

Messiah University Percussion Ensemble

Dr. Erik Forst, Director

feat. The Messiah University Wind Ensemble

Dr. James Colonna, Director



CLIN IC  SCHEDULE
Students attending one of each clinic plus the 1pm featured clinic will receive 5

extra raffle tickets

Session 1

10:00am-10:45am

Session 2

11:00am-11:45am

Session 3 

2:15pm-3:00pm

Session 4

3:15pm-4:00pm

Rules are Meant to be Broken:

A Technical Deep Dive Into Orchestral Snare Drumming

David Lu

H132

Modern Mallet Making

Aaron Trumbore

H024

Percussion Improvisation 101

William Labossiere

H046



OUR CL IN ICIANS
K e v i n  B o b o  i s  p ro fesso r  o f  pe rcuss ion  a t  the  I nd iana  Un i ve r s i t y
Jacobs  Schoo l  o f  Mus ic ,  a  pos i t i on  he  has  he ld  s i nce  2007 .  P r io r
to  h i s  appo in tment  a t  IU ,  he  se r ved  as  Ass i s tan t  P ro fesso r  o f
Pe rcuss ion  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Kansas  (2003-07 ) .

He  s tud ied  pe rcuss ion  w i th  J .  C .  Combs  and  Gordon  S tou t ,  and
compos i t ion  w i th  Greg  Woodward  and  Dana  W i l son .  

I n te rnat iona l l y  re spected  as  a  so lo  mar imba a r t i s t ,  Bobo  has
per fo rmed on  f i ve  con t i nen t s .  H i s  t rave l s  have  taken  h im  to
Ta iwan ,  S ingapore ,  A rgent i na ,  Pue r to  R ico ,  Mex ico ,  Aus t ra l ia ,
Spa in ,  La t v ia ,  L i t huan ia ,  F rance ,  I ta l y ,  t he  Czech  Repub l i c ,  and
near l y  40  s ta tes  i n  the  U .S .
 
As  a  compose r ,  Bobo ’ s  compos i t ions  a re  pe r fo rmed a l l  ove r  the
wor ld ,  w i th  h i s  so lo  work s  f requent l y  appear ing  on  i n te rnat iona l
compet i t i on  reper to i re  l i s t s .  He  has  au tho red  two  method  books
and  composed  numerous  p ieces  fo r  a  va r ie t y  o f  i n s t ruments  and
ensemb les .

Bobo  cu r ren t l y  l i ves  i n  B loomington ,  I nd . ,  w i th  h i s  w i fe ,  Em i l y ,
and  the i r  ch i ld ren ,  Pene lope  and  E l i .

Aaron  Trumbore  i s  a  pe rcuss ion i s t ,  educato r ,  conducto r  and
percuss ion  sma l l -bus iness  owner  f rom Car l i s l e ,  PA .  Th rough
per fo rmance  and  educat ion ,  Aa ron  sha res  h i s  pass ion  fo r  the
ar t s  w i th  s tudent s  and  aud iences  th roughout  the  m id-At lan t ic
reg ion  and  the  count r y .  He  has  pe r fo rmed w i th  The
Har r i sbu rg  Symphony ,  Symphony  i n  C ,  Opera  Ph i lade lph ia ,
Vox  Amadeus ,  The  Ph i lade lph ia  V i r tuos i  Chamber  Orches t ra ,
The  Sh ippensbu rg  Fes t i va l  Orches t ra ,  The  Cur t i s  I n s t i t u te
Symphony  Orches t ra ,  The  McCormick  Mar imba Fes t i va l  i n
F lo r ida  and  the  Pe rcuss i ve  A r t s  Soc ie t y ' s  I n te rnat iona l
Convent ion  i n  Aus t i n ,  TX  and  I nd ianapo l i s ,  IN .  Aa ron  cu r ren t l y
se r ves  as  Pe rcuss ion  Facu l t y  a t  James  Mad i son  Un i ve r s i t y .  

Aa ron  ea rned  h i s  Bache lo r  o f  Mus ic  Pe r fo rmance  degree  f rom
West  Ches te r  Un i ve r s i t y  where  he  s tud ied  w i th  D r .  Ra lph
Sor ren t i no  &  Dr .  Ch r i s  Hann ing .  Aaron  cont i nued  h i s
g raduate  s tud ies  a t  Temp le  Un i ve r s i t y  where  he  was  awarded
the  Dean ’ s  Scho la r sh ip  and  earned  h i s  Mas te r  o f  Mus ic
Pe r fo rmance  degree  wh i le  s tudy ing  w i th  A lan  Abe l  and  Chr i s
Dev iney  o f  the  Ph i lade lph ia  Orches t ra .  

As  the  co-owner  o f  A r t i fac t  Pe rcuss ion ,  Aa ron  focuses  on
prov id ing  s tudent s  and  p ro fess iona l s  w i th  handmade s t i c k s
and  ma l le t s  p roduced  a t  ou r  sma l l  shop  i n  Car l i s l e ,  PA .  As  a
c l i n ic ian ,  Aa ron  has  made  appearances  d i scuss ing
ent rep reneu r sh ip  a t  un i ve r s i t i e s  a round  the  US  &  the  wor ld .
Aaron  i s  sponso red  by  Pear l/Adams  Pe rcuss ion ,  Sab ian
Cymba l s  and  Grove r  P ro  Pe rcuss ion .   



OUR CL IN ICIANS
David  Lu  i s  t he  Assoc ia te  P r i nc ipa l  T impan i s t  &
Percuss ion i s t  w i th  the  Shangha i  Ph i l ha rmon ic  Orches t ra  i n
Ch ina  as  we l l  a s  the  P r i nc ipa l  Pe rcuss ion i s t  o f  the  Bay
At lan t ic  Symphony  i n  New Je r sey .  He  has  pe r fo rmed w i th  a
my r iad  o f  ensemb les  wor ldw ide ,  i nc lud ing  the  Ph i lade lph ia
Orches t ra ,  V i rg in ia  Symphony  Orches t ra ,  New Je r sey
Symphony  Orches t ra ,  Read ing  Symphony  Orches t ra ,
De laware  Symphony  Orches t ra ,  and  the  Macao  Orches t ra ,
among many  o the r s .  

Dav id  obta ined  a  Bache lo r  o f  Mus ic  degree  f rom Temp le
Un i ve r s i t y  and  ho lds  a  Mas te r  o f  Mus ic  degree  f rom the
Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Mary land .  He  has  s tud ied  under  the  p r imary
tu te lage  o f  Jauvon  G i l l i am ,  E r i c  Sh in ,  Ch r i s topher  Dev iney ,
Ph i l l i p  O 'ban ion ,  and  W i l l i am Wozn iak .

Wil l iam Laboss iere  i s  a  d i ve r se  pe r fo rmer  and
energet ic  teacher  who  i s  a lways  look ing  to  take  on  a
cha l lenge .  W i l l  has  been  the  i n s t ruc t iona l  s ta f f
mus ic ian  i n  the  Texas  Chr i s t ian  Un i ve r s i t y  dance
depar tment  as  we l l  a s  Pe rcuss ion  Facu l t y  fo r  Csehy
Summer  Schoo l  o f  Mus ic  s i nce  2023 .  He  accompan ies
modern  dance  and  ba l le t  w i th  p iano  and  pe rcuss ion ,
composes  fo r  facu l t y ,  and  teaches  a  mus ic  fo r
dancer s  cou r se .  H i s  compos i t ions  have  been  rece i ved
wi th  acc la im  and  been  pe r fo rmed ac ross  the  US  and
Canada ,  mos t  recent l y  be ing  pe r fo rmed by  Shak t i
Moves  i n  Aus t i n ,  TX .  Hav ing  s tud ied  dance
mus ic iansh ip  w i th  M ichae l  Wa l l ,  he  i s  an  ac t i ve
advocate  fo r  i n te rd i sc ip l i na r y  co l labora t ion .  

As  a  pe r fo rmer ,  W i l l  has  p layed  w i th  g roups  such  as
the  Greensboro  Symphony ,  NC B rass  Band ,  and  the
Roanoke  Symphony ,  sha r i ng  the  s tage  w i th  top  she l f
a r t i s t s  l i ke  Kenny  G and  Ben  Fo lds .  He  p lays  regu la r l y
on  d rum se t  and  p iano  and  was  a l so  a  fe l l ow a t  the
Ad i rondack  Pe r fo rm ing  Fe l lowsh ip  (20 19 )  i n  ups ta te
New York .  W i l l  has  been  pe r fo rm ing  mus ic  f rom a
young  age  s ta r t i ng  on  the  p iano ,  and  he  has  ea rned  a
bache lo r ’ s  i n  mus ic  pe r fo rmance  f rom Mess iah
Un i ve r s i t y .  He  has  a l so  rece i ved  a  mas te r ’ s  degree  i n
mus ic  pe r fo rmance  and  pos t  bacca lau reate
cer t i f i ca te  i n  jazz  s tud ies  a t  UNC Greensboro .  

W i l l  i s  cu r ren t l y  based  i n  Fo r t  Wor th ,  Texas  w i th  h i s
dog ,  C lement ine .



FEATURED PERFORMANCE
The Messiah University Percussion Ensemble

Dr. Erik Forst, Director

featuring 

The Messiah University Wind Ensemble

Dr. James Colonna, Director

Promise Music (1999)                                   Clif Walker (b. 1976)

Palpitations (2021)                                      Cody Holmes (b. 1995)

Watercolor Sun (2023)                                Ivan Trevino (b. 1983)

Re(new)al (2019, rev. 2021)                          Viet Cuong (b. 1990)
Concerto for Percussion Quartet and Wind Ensemble

       I. Hydro

       II.  Wind

       III.  Solar

Members
Lizbeth Stephan

Noah Kitner

Yemliot Tirado

Brian Gambler

Samuel Shaw

Sophia DiPrimeo

Isabella Crognale

Logan Kneller

Phoebe Forst



THE  MESSIAH UNIVERSITY  PERCUSSION
ENSEMBLE

Over  the  pas t  decade ,  the  Messiah  Un ivers i ty  Percuss ion  Ensemble  has
become one  o f  the  f i nes t  pe rcuss ion  pe r fo rm ing  o rgan i za t ions  i n  the  No r theas t .
Under  the  d i rec t ion  o f  D r .  E r i k  Fo r s t ,  t he  ensemb le  has  pe r fo rmed both
nat iona l l y  and  i n te rnat iona l l y  a t  some o f  the  mos t  we l l - respected  venues  and
compet i t i ons ,  i nc lud ing  p lac ing  i n  the  top  10  a t  the  Chamber  Ensemb le
Compet i t i on  a t  the  2023  Pe rcuss i ve  A r t s  Soc ie t y  I n te rnat iona l  Convent ion
(PAS IC)  i n  I nd ianapo l i s ,  I nd iana  and  pe r fo rm ing  as  a  featu red  ensemb le  a t  the
2022 Pennsy l van ia  Mus ic  Educato r s  Assoc ia t ion  Confe rence  i n  the  Poconos .  The
Ensemb le  cont i nua l l y  seeks  ou t  new and  i n sp i r i ng  co l labora t i ve  oppor tun i t i e s
f rom both  i n s ide  and  ou t s ide  the  pe rcuss ion  d i sc ip l i ne ,  pe r fo rm ing  w i th  The
Nat iona l  Dance  Company  o f  Ghana  and  the  renowned Wes t  A f r i can  d rumming
ensemb le  Azaguno  i n  the  20 16  pe r fo rmance  o f  Aza !  i n  Acc ra ,  Ghana ,  then  aga in
in  2022 fo r  the i r  Nukpopo  p rogram both  a t  Oh io  Un i ve r s i t y  and  Mess iah
Un i ve r s i t y .  I n  add i t ion ,  t he  ensemb le  has  been  i nv i ted  to  pe r fo rm a t  seve ra l
fes t i va l s  i n  the  reg ion ,  pe r fo rm ing  a t  the  2024 Pe rcuss ion  @  Penn  S ta te
Confe rence  and  Fes t i va l ,  t he  2022 Oh io  Un i ve r s i t y  Wor ld  Mus ic  and  Dance
Confe rence ,  and  f i ve  PA  Days  o f  Pe rcuss ion .  Members  o f  the  ensemb le  have  a l so
per fo rmed i n  c l i n i c s  and  mas te rc las ses  fo r  some o f  the  mos t  we l l - respected
members  o f  the  pe rcuss ion  commun i t y ,  i nc lud ing  M ichae l  Bu r r i t t ,  Kev in  Bobo ,  The
Vesna  Duo ,  and  Grammy Award-w inn ing  Th i rd  Coas t  Pe rcuss ion .  The  ensemb le
looks  fo rward  to  con t i nued  pe r fo rmance  and  co l labora t i ve  oppor tun i t i e s  as  they
char t  a  path  i n to  the  fu tu re .  

Ove r  the  pas t  decade ,  the  Messiah  Un ivers i ty  Percuss ion  Ensemble  has
become one  o f  the  f i nes t  pe rcuss ion  pe r fo rm ing  o rgan i za t ions  i n  the  No r theas t .
Under  the  d i rec t ion  o f  D r .  E r i k  Fo r s t ,  t he  ensemb le  has  pe r fo rmed both
nat iona l l y  and  i n te rnat iona l l y  a t  some o f  the  mos t  we l l - respected  venues  and
compet i t i ons ,  i nc lud ing  p lac ing  i n  the  top  10  a t  the  Chamber  Ensemb le
Compet i t i on  a t  the  2023  Pe rcuss i ve  A r t s  Soc ie t y  I n te rnat iona l  Convent ion
(PAS IC)  i n  I nd ianapo l i s ,  I nd iana  and  pe r fo rm ing  as  a  featu red  ensemb le  a t  the
2022 Pennsy l van ia  Mus ic  Educato r s  Assoc ia t ion  Confe rence  i n  the  Poconos .  The
Ensemb le  cont i nua l l y  seeks  ou t  new and  i n sp i r i ng  co l labora t i ve  oppor tun i t i e s
f rom both  i n s ide  and  ou t s ide  the  pe rcuss ion  d i sc ip l i ne ,  pe r fo rm ing  w i th  The
Nat iona l  Dance  Company  o f  Ghana  and  the  renowned Wes t  A f r i can  d rumming
ensemb le  Azaguno  i n  the  20 16  pe r fo rmance  o f  Aza !  i n  Acc ra ,  Ghana ,  then  aga in
in  2022 fo r  the i r  Nukpopo  p rogram both  a t  Oh io  Un i ve r s i t y  and  Mess iah
Un i ve r s i t y .  I n  add i t ion ,  t he  ensemb le  has  been  i nv i ted  to  pe r fo rm a t  seve ra l
fes t i va l s  i n  the  reg ion ,  pe r fo rm ing  a t  the  2024 Pe rcuss ion  @  Penn  S ta te
Confe rence  and  Fes t i va l ,  t he  2022 Oh io  Un i ve r s i t y  Wor ld  Mus ic  and  Dance
Confe rence ,  and  f i ve  PA  Days  o f  Pe rcuss ion .  Members  o f  the  ensemb le  have  a l so
per fo rmed i n  c l i n i c s  and  mas te rc las ses  fo r  some o f  the  mos t  we l l - respected
members  o f  the  pe rcuss ion  commun i t y ,  i nc lud ing  M ichae l  Bu r r i t t ,  Kev in  Bobo ,  The
Vesna  Duo ,  and  Grammy Award-w inn ing  Th i rd  Coas t  Pe rcuss ion .  The  ensemb le
looks  fo rward  to  con t i nued  pe r fo rmance  and  co l labora t i ve  oppor tun i t i e s  as  they
char t  a  path  i n to  the  fu tu re .  



 I n te rnat iona l  pe r fo rm ing  and  reco rd ing  a r t i s t
D r .  E r i k  Fo r s t  i s  t he  D i rec to r  o f  Pe rcuss ion

Stud ies  a t  Mess iah  Un i ve r s i t y ,  where  he
ove r sees  a l l  a spect s  o f  the  Pe rcuss ion  A rea ,

i nc lud ing  teach ing  App l ied  Pe rcuss ion ,
d i rec t i ng  the  Mess iah  Un i ve r s i t y  Pe rcuss ion
Ensemb le ,  and  teach ing  both  g raduate  and

underg raduate  pe rcuss ion  methods .  I n  add i t ion
to  h i s  du t ies  a t  Mess iah ,  D r .  Fo r s t  ma in ta ins  a

hea l thy  pe r fo rm ing  schedu le  as  a  so lo i s t ,
c l i n i c ian ,  and  reco rd ing  a r t i s t  bo th  nat iona l l y

and  i n te rnat iona l l y ,  hav ing  mos t  recent l y  g i ven
c l i n ic s  and  so lo  pe r fo rmances  i n  Hong  Kong

and  Acc ra ,  Ghana .  H i s  debut  so lo  a lbum,  “My
L i t t l e  I s land , ”  was  re leased  on  the  Mark

Mas te r s  labe l  i n  December  o f  2021

 D r .  Fo r s t  i s  a l so  i n  demand as  a  Pe rcuss ion i s t
and  T impan i s t  t h roughout  the  Eas t  Coas t ,
se r v i ng  as  the  P r i nc ipa l  T impan i s t  w i th  the
Get t y sbu rg  Chamber  Orches t ra ,  as  we l l  a s

pe r fo rm ing  regu la r l y  w i th  g roups  such  as  the
Har r i sbu rg  Symphony  Orches t ra ,  De laware
Symphony  Orches t ra ,  A l l en town  Symphony

Orches t ra ,  t he  Pennsy l van ia  Reg iona l  Ba l le t ,
and  the  Nor thwes t  F lo r ida  Symphony

Orches t ra ,  where  he  se r ved  as  P r i nc ipa l
Pe rcuss ion i s t  f rom 20 1 1 -20 13 .    

 An  a rdent  suppor te r  o f  new mus ic ,  D r .  Fo r s t
has  been  i nvo l ved  i n  the  commiss ion ing  o f

seve ra l  new work s  by  compose r s  such  as  Kev in
Bobo ,  Sean  Connor s ,  I van  T rev ino ,  James

Romig ,  S teven  Snowden ,  and  James  Boznos .  I n
November  o f  20 16 ,  D r .  Fo r s t  gave  the  wor ld
p remie re  o f  Kev in  Bobo ’ s  new concer to  fo r

mar imba and  W ind  Ensemb le ,  en t i t l ed
“Arch i tec tu re  o f  a  D ream, ”  a  p iece  he
commiss ioned  w i th  the  ass i s tance  o f  a

conso r t i um o f  schoo l s  f rom ac ross  the  count r y ,
and  he  gave  the  Pennsy l van ia  P remie re  o f

Ke i ko  Abe ’ s  “Song  o f  T ree”  i n  Apr i l  o f  20 17  a t
the  PA  Pe rcuss i ve  A r t s  Soc ie t y  Day  o f

Pe rcuss ion .  

An  ac t i ve  member  o f  the  Pe rcuss i ve  A r t s
Soc ie t y ,  D r .  Fo r s t  has  se r ved  both  as  the

P res ident  and  V ice  P res ident  o f  the
Pennsy l van ia  Chapte r  o f  PAS  and  he ld  a  seat

on  the  PAS  Educat ion  Commi t tee .  H i s  teacher s
i nc lude  T imothy  K .  Adams  J r . ,  Kev in  Bobo ,  and

Dr .  Thomas  McCutchen .  He  i s  an  ac t i ve
per fo rmer  and  c l i n ic ian  fo r  Mar imba One

Mar imbas ,  V ic  F i r th  s t i c k s  and  ma l le t s ,  Z i ld j ian
Cymba l s ,  and  Evans  d rum heads .

OUR D IRECTOR



THE  MESSIAH UNIVERSITY
WIND ENSEMBLE

J im Colonna  (b .  1 970 )  i s  t he  D i rec to r  o f  Bands  and
Assoc ia te  P ro fesso r  o f  Mus ic  a t  Mess iah  Un i ve r s i t y
where  he  teaches  g raduate  w ind-conduct ing  and
conduct s  the  w ind  ensemb le .  H i s  ensemb les  have

per fo rmed a t  a l l  s ta te  confe rences  i n  New Je r sey  and
Pennsy l van ia  i nc lud ing  the  20 18  NaFME A l l  Eas t

Confe rence .  He  has  he ld  pos i t i ons  a t  the  Un i ve r s i t y
o f  W i scons in-Eau  C la i re  and  Utah  Va l ley  Un i ve r s i t y

where  he  lead  the  UVU Wind  Symphony  to  a
per fo rmance  a t  The  Wes t/Nor thwes t  CBDNA

confe rence  i n  20 12 .

J im ' s  compos i t ions  have  been  pe r fo rmed a l l  ove r  the
wor ld  i nc lud ing  I ta l y ,  Be lg ium ,  F in land ,  Japan  as  we l l

as  confe rences  WASBE ,  CBDNA,  NJMEA ,  PMEA and
the  M idwes t  C l i n ic .  

J im  Co lonna  earned  h i s  Docto ra te  o f  Mus ica l  A r t s
Degree  i n  Conduct ing  f rom Mich igan  S ta te  Un i ve r s i t y
i n  2007 ,  Mas te r  o f  Mus ic  Degree  i n  Conduct ing  f rom

the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  No r th  Texas  i n  2000 .  

J im ' s  Conduct ing  teacher s  i nc lude  Eugene  Corporon ,
Kev in  Sedato le ,  John  T  Madden ,  and  Jack  S tamp.

Dr .  Co lonna  s tud ied  compos i t ion  w i th  Char les
Rugger io  (MSU) ,  C indy  McTee  (UNT ) ,  and  Jack  S tamp

( IUP ) .

The  Mess iah  Un ivers i ty  Wind  Ensemble  p resen t s  4  concer t s

each  semes te r  h igh l igh t i ng  a r t i s t i c  mus ic  composed  f rom a l l

e ras  o f  w ind  mus ic .  The  ensemb le  has  reco rded  numerous

a lbums ,  been  featu red  a t  s ta te ,  reg iona l ,  and  nat iona l

confe rence .  The  ensemb le  i s  compr i sed  o f  p r imar i l y  mus ic

ma jo r s  and  m ino r s ,  bu t  a l so  i nc ludes  s tudent s  f rom va r ious

ma jo r s  ac ross  campus .



OUR SPONSORS
T H A N K S  T O  T H E S E  C O M P A N I E S  F O R  T H E I R  S U P P O R T  O F  T H E  2 0 2 5  M E S S I A H  U N I V E R S I T Y

P E R C U S S I O N  S Y M P O S I U M !


