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In today’s digitally enhanced culture,
traditional newsgathering reflects something
of the past, a process reserved for the stubborn and headstrong. Today, news outlets
target the overachievers, the multi-taskers
and the go-getters, using pictures
and videos to convey news stories.
But does this new approach truly
fulfill people’s need for news? Or
does it simply take one more step
toward an over-stimulated future?
Without hesitation, consumers have bought into the
“instant news” effect, allowing
slideshows, movie clips and
still photos to dictate their news.
Flipboard, one of the most popular
news applications for smartphones and
tablets, displays news in the form of a large
photo headline. Several clicks deliver viewers to a full-length article, Twitter tweet,
or blog entry.
By the time
they locate the
story, they have
already made
a judgment,
based primarily
on the appearance of a still
photo. Other
common applications support
the same trend:
a loss of catchy
headlines,
punchy leads
and thorough
research.

This movement—common in social
media-based applications—now extends into
primary news outlets. A trip to CNN, BBC or
MSNBC’s website reveals an abundance of
video content, often without the presence of
a written article. Although this format leaves
room for creative broadcast journalism, problems still abound, as video clips often tell
only a fraction of the story to reduce viewing
time. What’s more, these formats seem to
promote surface-based information over the
once-detailed approach of traditional newspapers.
Now engulfed in a culture that values
immediacy over comprehension—and visual
prominence over literary expertise—today’s
readers seem destined to evolve from news
gatherers or analyzers to news observers.
Undoubtedly, the world of smartphones and
tablets and instant web access has provided
countless ways to access news; consumers
must now decide how to respond—a decision that may alter the course of digital news,
forever.

Pursuing Two Passions:
PR and Performance
Jess Kern

At one point or another, most people find themselves
craving the opportunity to escape from their everyday
lives to experience something completely different—the
chance to reinvent and recreate. But only a select few actually get to live out such a fantasy. Through her involvement in theatre, sophomore PR major Katie Johnston
has taken on the identities of some of the most beloved
characters in fiction. She’s entered Cinderella’s castle,
played victim to a cold-blooded vampire, stepped into
the paws, fur, and feathers of five different animals, and
seen Charlotte’s web up close and personal.
Katie’s theatre career began back in elementary
school when she participated in church plays, first discovering her love for both singing and acting. This new
passion motivated her to continue pursuing theatre in
both middle school and high school, and eventually led
her to her “big break” when she landed the lead in her
high school musical—as a freshman! According to Katie,
“…from that moment on, I knew I belonged on stage!

I acted in every production after that and loved every
moment of it.” Katie’s high school productions included
Charlotte’s Web, Opal, Charlie Brown, Little Women,
Scheherazade, Cinderella, Cheaper by the Dozen, and
Once Upon a Mattress.
But Katie’s theatre experiences didn’t end with high
school graduation. In fact, during her first semester at college, Katie landed a role in Messiah’s fall production of
Little Women. After winning over the audience with her
vain, yet lovable, personality as Amy March, Katie had
made a name for herself in Messiah’s Theatre Department.
This year, Katie played the innocent victim, Lucy Peveryl,
in The Phantom, as well as five different animal roles in
the spring production of A Year with Frog and Toad.
According to Katie, Messiah Theatre has provided her
with the chance of a lifetime and she doesn’t take it for
granted. She said, “I have learned to appreciate theatre
even more, and grown so much through my time in Messiah College theatre. Showcasing my skills and performing
at Messiah has been wonderful. It has been tons of fun,
and I have built so many great relationships. I met some of
my best friends acting on the Miller Auditorium stage.”
So, what exactly is the connection between theatre
and communication, and more specifically for Katie, to
PR? Katie hopes to combine both passions and use them
alongside each other upon graduation from Messiah.
“Having a degree in PR would show that I am able to deal
well with media, and effectively communicate with different types of people,” Katie notes. “It would also show that
I am multi-faceted, and value building and maintaining
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relationships. I would love to do PR for Broadway or
another theatre. Working with PR on Broadway would
allow me to marry my passion for theatre and love for
PR, which would be a dream come true.”
Maybe the chance to kiss Prince Charming, taste
death by a vampire, or experience life from a frog’s
point of view seems far-fetched to most, but for Katie
Johnston it’s simply another day at Messiah―and a
step toward a career dream.

Digital Production Class
“Captures the Moment”
Jess Kern

the project is going to be one big dance; there is the
physical piece, choreographed to be performed, but
then there is also the dance of the camera in motion.”
She added, “In each field, film or dance, you are working towards visually portraying a message. Not only is
this a practical way to get experience doing so, but it is
also a chance to collaborate with new people.”
“It was exciting to see my Digital Production students meet with the Choreography students and start to
combine their ideas into one artistic piece,” said Professor Imbesi. “I think they were able to relate to each
other artistically because the act of creating movement
for the body is similar in many ways to the act of creating camera movement. It will be interesting to see how
the camera motion, lighting and setting will mimic and
enhance the tone of the dances.”
Imbesi hopes projects like this will become more
common in the future, noting, “I believe that crossdiscipline collaborative projects allow students to view
their own field from an outside perspective, as well as
find ways to relate their work to other fields of study.”

Capturing the moment... isn’t that the point of college? Students may view living in the present as exciting,
but reliving their most memorable moments often offers
great satisfaction. That’s the idea behind professor Krista
Imbesi’s latest student film project: the Digital Production
Dance Project.
According to Professor Imbesi, students currently taking her Digital Production film class are partnering with the
students in Professor Gregg Hurley’s choreography course
to produce three to four artistic visual interpretations of
the dancers’ routines. These interpretations will capture the
elegance of each dance in a professional, creative way.
How does collaboration of the two art forms work?
Basically, groups of two to three dancers are paired up with
video crews, consisting of about three to four film students.
Together, the groups discuss how best to approach filming
and editing—essentially answering the question, “How can
we best capture this moment?” To aid in this process while
promoting a learning experience, students use storyboards,
lighting, glidecams, dollys, and other techniques during
filming. And, it doesn’t end in the classroom…or in this
case, on the dance floor. Professor Imbesi has high hopes
for this project as she stated, “We’re hoping to submit the
finished products to Splice: The Messiah College Student
Film Festival (coming up on April 28), and they might
also be shown in between live dances at an event later this
spring.”
Students in both classes are buzzing about blending the
two arts. Sophomore Mackenzie Alexander finds herself
in a very fortunate position as both a film student and a
dancer, noting, “Since I am in both classes, I see the value
Photo by Heidi Sheppard, featuring Mackenzie Alexander.
in working both entities of film and dance together. To me,
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Cross-cultural Students
Live La Vida Latina
Nick Hemming

What Do These
Stones Mean?
Civil Rights Movement Tourism
as an Act of Remembrance
What:

Lecture with Dr. Todd Allen
Communication Scholar
Geneva College
When: Tuesday, April 9
7:30 p.m.
Where: Parmer Cinema
Reception to follow in
Howe Atrium

Co-sponsored by the Department of Communication
and the School of Humanities.
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In January, public relations students Nick Lee ’13 and
Beckah Griffin ’13 stepped into a world of unfamiliarity;
for three weeks, the pair traveled through Costa Rica and
Ecuador, respectively, embarking on in-depth studies of
their new cultures. “Life in a culture so different from my
own was in and of itself a challenge,” began Griffin, who
studied in San Jose, Costa Rica. “Certainly, being in Costa
Rica from day one—and finding myself overwhelmed with
the behaviors and general atmosphere of the country—was
stretching.”
Along with faculty advisor Vince LaFrance, Griffin and
23 other Messiah students visited local businesses, experienced excursions to the beach, and stayed with a local
Costa Rican families during a five-day homestay, all the
while hoping to gain a new understanding of the country’s
economic and cultural structure. “My own homestay experience was intensely rewarding,” continued Griffin. “My
family was hospitable and friendly—which is fairly indicative of most of the culture.”

pletely new culture, communicated in a different language,
and traveled through an area that was considered slightly
dangerous,” Lee said. “Still, patience grew from those
experiences, and we all really enjoyed our time with our
Ecuadorian families.”
Every Department of Communication student has the
opportunity to consider earning three of the nine required
language and culture credits through a cross-cultural.
Courses for next year are already accepting applications.
Click here to check availability.

For Griffin, the journey to Central America—and
the challenges it offered—presented a once-in-a-lifetime
growing experience. “A lot of the ‘culture shocks’ I faced
were richly rewarding after I got used to them, but it was
the initial discomfort that was sometimes very hard to
deal with,” she concluded. “Costa Rica is a small country
of some of the most wonderful people I have ever met in
my life.”
While Griffin experienced the stunning natural landscape of northern Costa Rica, Nick Lee studied several
hundred miles south in Quito, Ecuador, the capital city.
While in South America, Lee and his team of eight
Messiah students attended the Andean Center for Latin
American Studies, a Spanish school in the heart of the
city. Throughout the experience, Lee and a fellow Messiah student lived with a local Ecuadorian family. “We
would often switch between English and Spanish when
we talked with our host brothers, but we always had to
communicate in Spanish with our host parents,” Lee
noted. “These growing experiences were frustrating at
times, especially when it was difficult to communicate
with our homestay parents.”
From 9 a.m to 12 p.m., Lee and the fellow students
took part in daily class lectures, which led to afternoon
excursions through Quito. For the final four days of the
trip, the Messiah team traveled to the Galapagos Islands,
a volcanic archipelago on the pacific side of Ecuador. “It
was an absolutely beautiful area,” Lee added.
The unfamiliarity of a new country stretched Lee into
a unique period of growth. “We experienced a com-
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Coming soon to
Parmer Cinema

Splice:

The Messiah College Student Film Festival

When: Sunday, April 28
What: Featuring class projects and
films by Film & Media Arts and
Digital Media majors
Filmmaker reception to follow

Watch the Department Facebook page and
e-mails for more information!

