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Tree Planting

On October 21st, over 35 students and faculty alike gathered under the
leadership and planning of Rebecca Lauver to successfully plant 180 trees on
the Messiah College Grantham campus at three targeted sites.
The Yellow Breeches and the trees surrounding it have always been an
integral part of Messiah College’s identity. Out of a desire to see more trees
planted on campus, a partnership formed between the Office of
Sustainability and the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay, a local organization
working to restore the Chesapeake Bay watershed. With the help of Ryan
Davis, a coordinator at the Alliance, three different locations on campus in
need of restoration were identified. Planting trees along streams, in what are
called riparian buffers, provides numerous beneficial functions like reducing
bank erosion, filtering out harmful pollutants and excess nutrients, shading
the stream, and contributing plant food to organisms within the stream
below.
Continue reading on next page.
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Continuation of Tree Planting...
After receiving a passionate explanation from Ryan, the importance of
the planting started to settle in. There was an energy of excitement in
the air as tree planters dug their shovels into the ground. "It was so
amazing to plant one tree and then look up and see 20 more planted
around you,” said Jill Cuervo, a junior PACS and Spanish Major. After the
wave of diggers moved through the area, other volunteers followed
through to shelter the trees with tree tubes. These tubes will protect the
trees from deer while still allowing sunlight to enter.
Once the planting was completed, different names were suggested for
the three sites. The chosen names are the following: Creekside
Grove, Fliehler’s Grove, and Grandslam Grove. Fliehler’s Grove is named
after Daniel Fliehler, a 2019 Environmental Science graduate who lived in
the Men’s Restoration House and had a close tie to the area of this
grove. This tree planting will be followed by an even larger one of 500
trees during the spring semester.

Office Highlight:

Upcoming Events
November 6th:

Rebecca Lauver

Lunch & Learn about our tree plantings
12:00-12:45PM in the Library Athenaeum

December 4th
Rebecca Lauver ('20) is a Senior Biology major.
Rebecca works in the Office of Sustainability as our
Biodiversity Coordinator. She also carries out her
mission to live a more sustainable life by residing in the
Restoration House where she is devoted to care for
people and their place. Rebecca lead the college in a
mass tree planting this Fall with help from the Alliance
for the Chesapeake Bay. 180 trees were planted to
support the riparian buffers along the Yellow Breeches
and 500 more trees will be planted this Spring.
Rebecca works diligently to teach others about the
important relationship between humans and ecology.
She is excited to talk more about the need for reducing
our carbon foot print at the upcoming Lunch and
Learn on November 6th at noon in the Atheneum.
Rebecca is also the current President of Earthkeepers ,
this club works to encourage sustainability on campus
through road cleanups, hiking trips, advocacy days,
campaigns, and more! We are so grateful to have
Rebecca in our office this year as she brings a calm, yet
passionate presence to our work!

Lunch & Learn about climate change
12:00-12:45PM in the Library Athenaeum

December 6th
Swap & Mend!!!
3:00-5:00PM in the Fishbowl
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The Bottomless
Pit...
The “Pit” parking lot is bottomless in its own way. There are seventy-two lighting fixtures there
that house either 150, 175, or 400-watt light bulbs and demand a total of 63,424 kilowatt-hours per
year. According to the EPA, that’s enough to supply a year’s worth of all energy needs for 5.4
United States houses. Don’t get the idea that this consumption is bad, because it isn’t! Safety
hinges, in part, on illuminating campus when it’s dark, so it is well worth the electricity and the
money. The Pit’s grid is also cleverly set up to adjust to seasonal changes in day length, and by so
doing we are conserving as much energy as possible with our current technology. There is
exciting news, however: there is better technology! Light emitting diodes (LEDs) are much better
at converting electrical energy into light than our current HIDs. The priority after conservation in
the energy hierarchy is efficiency. From personal calculations and a professional audit from Heim,
Inc., retrofitting the Pit’s light bulbs with more efficient LEDs would significantly reduce our
energy consumption (and thus our financial expenditures as well). Old bulbs can be recycled, and
Sawyer Rensel is currently researching facilities that can recycle the new LED bulbs after their 12year lifespan is over. While project planning continues, we are excited at the possibility of
stewarding God’s resources of energy and money even better.

Lori's Pumpkin Dump Cake
Ingredients:
- 1 (29oz) Can of Pumpkin (not Pumpkin Pie
Filling)
- 2 (14oz) Cans of Sweetened Condensed
Milk
- 4 Large Eggs
- 2 Tsp Vanilla Extract
- 2 Tsp Pumpkin Pie Spice
- ½ Tsp Salt
- 1 ½ Cups Chopped Pecans
- 1 Box Yellow Cake Mix
- ½ Cup Milk
- ½ Cup Melted Butter
- Toppings (optional): Whipped Cream,
Carmel Sauce, and Chopped Nuts

Picture: www.pintrest.com

Instructions:
1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. Lightly
butter a 13x9in baking dish or spray with
nonstick spray
2. In a large bowl, whisk together the pumpkin,
sweetened condensed milk, eggs, vanilla,
pumpkin pie spice, and salt until well
combined.
3. Pour into a prepared pan and spread out to
form an even layer.
4. Sprinkle nuts on top of pumpkin
mixture Sprinkle dry cake mix over pecans.
5. Mix together the milk and melted butter and
spread evenly over dry cake mix covering as
much cake mix as possible.
6. Bake dump cake for about 45-60 minutes or
until golden brown around the edges and on
top.
7. Cool slightly than serve warm, at room temp,
or cold. Top with your favorite toppings!
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(Un)Gentrifying Sustainability
On Tuesday, October 15th Brandon Hoover gave a talk
to begin to unpack how sustainability definitions,
practices, and discourses create racially exclusive space
that is not just unwelcoming to communities of color, but
hostile to diversity and inclusivity. Additionally, he
explored whether sustainability discourse can “ungentrify” the environmental landscape in order to better
work toward a society built on equity and well-being
“while living within supporting ecosystems” (Ageyman,
2003). This event had a good turn out and lots of great
discussion afterwards!

Sustainability...
at Messiah is defined as the need to ensure a better quality of life
for all, now and into the future, in a just and equitable manner,
whilst living within the limits of supporting ecosystems.
We approach sustainability from a triple bottom line approach, meaning our commitments and
aspirations are viewed in light of their potential ecological, economical and societal impacts.

2019 Garden Season
Starting on service day last April, Rachel McLaren kicked off our 2019 garden
season! We were fortunate enough to have many volunteers that day to help
us tidy up and get our first planting going. Rachel put many, many weeks into
preparation, planting, and weeding so that we could have a successful year.
Throughout the summer, we were able to go to the Dillsburg Farmers
Market every week as well as have our own market here on campus for the
community and Messiah staff. We grew a large range of things, including
tomatoes, radishes, peppers, cucumbers, sweet potatoes, okra, kale, etc. We
also were able to utilize our lovely hoop house for the first time since
installation. We used it to keep our vegetables at higher temperatures and
away from the deer and other animals that would normally threaten the
plants in our other gardens. With our final summer planting, we put squash
and pumpkins into the ground and have been harvesting them until very
recently. We were also able to see our tomatoes and other vegetables in
Lottie Nelson dining hall, both in the summer and in the beginning of the
school year. As we wrap things up, we are thankful to all who helped us in the
garden and all who supported us in any way. We look forward to the next
growing season and hope you can be a part of it too!
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