
August 18, 2026



Scripture Reading
Jake Graybill ’20, assistant manager, Campus and Building 
Services 



Declaring our Faith:
The Apostles Creed
Led by Amber Brisbane, NEXT Steps director and
Ava Antenucci



Introduction of President 
Stuckey
Kaleb Curtis ’27, Student Body President



State of the University
C O M M U N I T Y  D A Y  2 0 2 6

M e s s i a h  U n i v e r s i t y
A u g u s t  1 8 ,  2 0 2 6

J o n  C .  S t u c k e y
P r e s i d e n t















Messiah University is a Christian 
university of the liberal and 
applied arts and sciences. The 
University is committed to an 
embracing evangelical spirit 
rooted in the Anabaptist, Pietist 
and Wesleyan traditions of the 
Christian Church.

IDENTITY STATEMENT
Our mission is to educate men 
and women toward maturity of 
intellect, character and Christian 
faith in preparation for lives of 
service, leadership and 
reconciliation in church and 
society.

MISSION STATEMENT

reconciliation





Day

Christ Preeminent:
Our Foundation, Our Future, 

Messiah 2034

















Day

By 2034, Messiah University will shape the future of Christian 
higher education by confidently navigating the opportunities 
and tensions of a rapidly changing landscape while upholding 

its distinctive identity by embracing innovation, strategic 
growth and responsible stewardship to expand its impact and 

sustain its institutional mission for generations to come.



Theme One
Christ-centered, intellectual formation through 
rigorous academics and transformative 
teaching 



Messiah University will cultivate an academically rigorous and spiritually formative 
learning environment that equips students to think critically, engage faithfully and lead 

purposefully in a complex, connected and changing world. Through excellence in teaching, 
robust civil dialogue, global engagement and thoughtful integration of emerging 

technologies, the University will prepare graduates for meaningful lives of vocation and 
service.



Theme Two
A university community steeped in belonging, 
flourishing and meaningful connections 



Messiah University will foster a Christ-centered community—both in-person and online—
where students and employees experience authentic belonging, holistic well-being and 
lifelong relationships that support personal, spiritual and professional flourishing. The 

University will intentionally nurture a culture marked by care, respect, rest and shared 
purpose.





Theme Three
An innovative culture of creativity, leadership and 
impact 



Messiah University will advance a culture of innovation that encourages creativity, 
adaptability, informed risk taking and faithful leadership in response to emerging 

educational, societal and workforce needs. The University will strategically and nimbly 
develop programs, partnerships and practices that expand its impact while preparing 

graduates to lead with wisdom, integrity and entrepreneurial vision. 



Theme Four
Advancing our mission by creating margin and 
long-term financial sustainability



Messiah University will strengthen its long-term vitality through responsible stewardship, 
strategic investment and sustainable growth that supports the institution’s mission for 

future generations. By building institutional capacity, enhancing operational effectiveness 
and expanding philanthropic and enrollment opportunities, the University will create the 

financial flexibility necessary to pursue transformative priorities with agility.







“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set 
before us.”  Hebrews 12:1 NRSVue







“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; 
look, new things have come into being!”

2  C o r i n t h i a n s  5 : 1 7
N R S V U E



See Gracious 
Christianity Anew

• Courage of Conviction 
with Kindness

• Innovation with Purpose

• Leading by Following Jesus



Courage of Conviction

With Kindness





"There is no virtue in advertising 
one's sadness. But there is no 
wisdom in denying it either. And 
there is the beautiful possibility that 
great love can grow out of sadness if 
it is well-tended.”







“True kindness is active and disruptive…a choice to show up in 
the gaps of someone else’s life, even when it’s inconvenient.” 



“Every person is to be respected 
and valued, regardless of gender, 
race, nationality, ability, status or 
position, because each person is 
created in the image of God.”

Messiah University Foundational Values
Importance of the Person





Innovation with

Purpose



Leading by

FollowingJesus





Courage of 
Conviction

With 
Kindness

Innovation 
with

Purpose

Leading by

Following
Jesus







Prayers of the People – 
A Litany for the Academic Year
Krystal Robinson-Bert, Associate Professor of Occupational 
Therapy; Director of Teaching and Learning



Benediction
Ling Dinse, Professor of Social Work
Assistant Dean of the School of Arts, Culture, and Society, 
Community of Educators Chair, FY27



Thank You
Kallie Petersen

SEVEN

Doug Curry

Lanna Flowers

Amber Brisbane

Krystal Robinson-Bert

Conference & Event Services

Ling Dinse

Rolando Vega

Ava Antenucci

Office of Marketing and 

Communications

Jake Graybill

Kaleb Curtis

Shari Taylor-Stuckey

Spencer Rennels

Julia Alejos

Dining Services
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