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To: Teaching Faculty
From: Office of the Provost
Date: April 29, 2025
Re: Required Syllabus Statement – Student AI Use
 
At its April 7. 2025, meeting, COE Senate adopted the following policy regarding syllabus statements
about student AI use:
 

All Messiah University syllabi must include a statement about student use of AI tools in
the course. Faculty may (a) use one of the statements posted on the Faculty Resource
and Support Canvas site; (b) use a statement that has been developed by their
academic department or program; or (c) develop and use their own statement. All
statements must specify the range of allowable use, provide a rationale for that range
of use, and make reference to the University’s academic integrity policy.

 
The sample syllabus statements are now available on the Faculty Resource and Support Canvas site,
but they are also attached here for your convenience. This new policy is effective fall 2025, but if you
are teaching a summer course, it would be best to add this sort of statement to your summer course
syllabi as well.
 
If you have questions, please contact the Office of the Provost at provost@messiah.edu
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Sample Syllabus Statements:



Limited Use of AI. Since foundational writing and critical thinking skills are course learning outcomes, students may utilize artificial intelligence tools as a review of their work only. This means the student creates all content and may only use AI-tools to suggest improvements or corrections in spelling, grammar, phrasing, and mechanics. Any use of AI beyond these specified activities is considered a violation of Messiah University’s academic integrity policy. 

 

Modest Use of AI: Throughout the semester, we will explore the possibilities and limitations of artificial intelligence considering our course learning outcomes. We will engage intentionally in AI-related instructional activities, after which students will be invited to use AI in some clearly defined, responsible, and ethical ways for specific class assignments. Any use of AI beyond these specified activities is considered a violation of Messiah University’s academic integrity policy, which defines cheating as “attempting to use or using unauthorized material, study aids, or technologies for assistance in examinations or other academic work” and includes “utilizing artificial intelligence technology to complete an assignment in a way that hasn’t been authorized by the instructor.” 

 

Assignment-Specific Use. The use of AI tools in this course is dictated by the specific assignment. Some assignments will require independent work, and thus prohibit the use of AI, while others will encourage the use of AI. Students must follow the guidelines provided for each assignment and ensure proper citation of AI-generated content. Different classes at Messiah University may implement different AI policies, and it is the student’s responsibility to conform to expectations for each course. Student use of AI tools must comply with Messiah University’s academic integrity policy. 

 

Encouraged Use. In this course, the use of AI is encouraged to enhance your learning. It is my hope as your instructor that you adopt a growth mindset around AI, continuously exploring and building your capacity for responsibly using new technologies. You should feel free to use AI tools to deepen your understanding of learning materials, brainstorm, solicit feedback, synthesize, revise and/or edit your work. However, it is important to emphasize that AI is a supporting tool rather than a replacement for human creativity and critical thinking. Hence, emphasis should be placed on integrating AI-generated outputs thoughtfully into your work. Students are ultimately responsible for any work submitted, which requires that all AI suggestions be carefully evaluated by the student. All AI-generated content must be properly cited, and students must comply with Messiah University’s academic integrity policy. 



Required Use. Because ethical and effective use of generative artificial intelligence (GAI) tools is an important skill for business professionals, students will be expected to use AI in this course. Some assignments will require GAI tools, and your instructor will provide instruction on how to use them. Students are accountable for any work submitted, and thus all AI generated material must be evaluated and/or edited by the student for accuracy. Students must comply with Messiah University’s academic integrity policy, including proper source citation. 


