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Q: What was the first career move you made after graduating? 

A: The first career move I made after graduating from messiah was    
     to start work three weeks later as a nurse for Pinnacle Health,    
     specifically at Harrisburg Hospital's emergency department.

Q: What steps did you take in getting to your position in your career? 

A: A lot of planning and research went into finding and getting my   
    current position in the Emergency Department. I knew that I  
    wanted to work in an emergency department, so I started looking
    for a position early. I went through a lot of hospital websites in a 
    few states and applied to many positions, attaching a cover letter 
    that was specific to each hospital’s mission statement and goals. I 
    used the Career Center to go over my resume and to do a mock 
    interview. After each interview, I sent each employer a thank you note. 

Q: What are the most rewarding aspects of your current position?

A: I think that one of the most rewarding aspects of being a nurse is 
     knowing that you have the ability to intervene in a person’s life in the 
    midst of a crisis. It does not matter how big or small, being a pt in the 
    ER is always unexpected and can be stressful and scary. It is so 
    rewarding to make a connection with these patients, whether that is 
    helping them with their pain level or just being a listening ear. I also   
    love the unpredictable nature of the ER. you need to be ready for 
    anything and are always learning. There is never a dull moment!

Q: What role did attending Messiah College play in your career path? 

A: Messiah played a very important role in teaching me about what to 
     expect when you become a nurse. I felt really prepared when I 
     started my job. Messiah’s Nursing Department really establishes a  
     strong foundation that allows you to continue to learn and grow after
     you graduate. The Nursing Program really teaches you how to care for 
     the whole individual, not just on a physical level. I think this really
     helped to expand my view of what the nursing profession means to me. 

Q: What advice would you give to a current Messiah College student? 

A: Start getting organized early! It’s really helpful during J-term and the 
     beginning of the spring semester to get your resume in order and to 
     start researching hospitals or any other area that interests you. It’s also 
     helpful to make a list of where you are interested in and jot down basic   
     contact information and the main goals of what that employer stands for 
     to keep everything straight and easy to find. Getting those big things out 
     of the way early made it a lot easier when it came to applying to nursing 
     jobs. Also, with nursing I would really recommend trying to get an aide 
    position in a hospital early on in your college years. It helps to build 
    connections in a hospital and looks great on a resume!


