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What was the first career move you made after graduating? 

I took the summer off! However, I was busy interviewing at different school districts and finally landed 
a job at Mechanicsburg Area Senior High teaching math. I couldn’t ask for a better district, administration,
and co-workers.

What steps did you take in getting to your present position?  

Obviously I tried to maintain a solid GPA in college, while also remaining well-rounded in other areas. During 
my senior year I spent many hours on my resume, cover letters, and applications to school districts in the area. 
I practiced answering typical school interview questions, especially including those most personal – my personal 
philosophy, how I would run a classroom, where I see myself in five years, why I want to be a teacher, etc.

What are the most rewarding aspects of your current position? 

There are so many things that keep me coming back, I can’t name them all.

First and foremost is the relationships I have built with students. I have a crew that comes up to my classroom 
every morning. I have a crew that comes in during my plan/lunch periods. And I have a third crew that stays after 
the last period of the day. Giving up personal time to build those relationships, hear about their lives, and just 
have genuine conversations is a sacrifice I’m willing to make.

Second has to be just seeing students succeed. I teach courses where confidence and skills are low and success-
es and be few and far between. As I see my students succeed, make strides academically, and see the beauty and 
practicality of math, I take pride in how far they’ve come. Many students who have been cast aside as failures by 
society see success in my classroom and I couldn’t be more proud.

One more reward aspect has to be our faculty. As a whole, the direction, mission, and effort put forth by the 
Mechanicsburg School District faculty is inspiring. There are great things happening, bonds being made, and 

students striving to reach their potential. It’s a very cool thing to be a part of.

What role did attending Messiah play in your career path? 

Messiah College has helped keep me focused in life. Of course I want my students to achieve 
the highest scores on their report cards and the PSSAs. However, one of my personal and 
most important goals is to see my students grow, mature, and hopefully head down the right 
path of life. They will learn math along the way – no doubt about it. But if they leave my 
classroom a little more mature, a little kinder, or just a better person, then I’m achieving my 
goals.

What advice would you give to a current Messiah student?

Do your best to get a good GPA, but also branch out and do other things – volunteer work, tutoring, helping 
out with Special Olympics, just to name a few. When the time comes, revise your resume and cover letter as 
many times as possible, and have others do the same – it will pay off (pun intended). Apply to as many schools 
as you can – if for no other reason, the interviewing experience will be invaluable. I heard that many times and 
eventually saw the truth to it. Finally, just make sure you’re going into the teaching profession for the right rea-
sons. If not, you will either hate it or burn out quickly. Be patient – the difference you are making won’t be seen 
overnight. It might be a few years until you hear of the influence who’ve had on someone, but trust that you’re 
making one, because you are. This is one of the best professions out there, but it takes a certain kind of person – 
one who is willing to put in long hours, exhaust yourself daily, and have a honest desire and willingness to 
sacrifice to see others succeed.


